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TEE 
WEIL 


T o that Flock of Chriſt, over which 
the Reverend Dr. Anneiley | 
was lately Paſtor. © © 


Much:ihonoured' and eſteemed, 
His preſents you with a Diſcourſe (for ſub- 
ſtance) preached and printed at your de- 
fire. T1 faintly hope its acceptance with many, 
when Tuſtice 1s become a firanger, and a meer 
honefF Man a glorizs Title. Publick Uſefal- 
neſs muff ſcarce eſcape with the Brand of Folly 
with thoſe, whoſe Trade is turned intotricking,, 
or account publick Employs no more than a de» 
=cent opportunity to cheat the People. But Truth 
© may profit them, unleſs a Zea! for their Diſeaſe 
-; will not allow their reading what 3s direfed for 
', their recovery. To yan, and ſome others, this 
” - = Subje& muſt appear too plainly inſtamp'd with 
2 1 God's Image and Authority, and a tendency 
: -».z0 Common Weal, to admit the Cenſure of a. 
- Narrow Spirit ( however diſguiſed.) to he it's 
"Y 3 Standard: Eſpecially, when this 3s what com- 
"| ** mended your late Paſtoy to ſuch unuſual Aﬀe- 
| - (Hon, as you expreſſed to him living, dying, 
_# ©=.yea, when dead. Net this might be expedited, 
::4 -= ſeeing bjs; very Spirit is transfuled into his Peg- 
! © ple;. by whoſe Bounty ( in good part ) he per- 
| 5% Jormed l[uch great Things for a common Good, 
2 >*Eam Miniſters, had. ſuch cauſe of glorying in 
fo many Publick Spirited Hearers, as yours, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
d 
Ar. Denham, 4r. Hartley, 44-.Cockerill; 
with many now at reft, might be named; the 
living I ſcarce forbtar. The Sermon is much 
en'arged, and the Method ſomewhat changed, 
thit it may more contribute to Commoni Ser- 
wviceableveſs. What's more deſirable than to 
Uſeful in making others ſo? Hence the emi- 
nent Services of Mr. Brand, ſo revived the Dr; 
And hereby we moſt extend and pertuate pub- 
lick Benefits ; yea, oft above our own Ability, 
arid beyond our Life, Proinote you that De- 
ſign in this barren Age, by putting this Tratt 
into Hends who need it, and by your own vigo- 
rous Example and Prayers; that it may be 
ſeen the Spring of your Charity and Chriſtian 
Attiveneſs, is more laſting than the Exemplary 
Life or Labours of your deceaſed Guide. 
May you find, in Spirituals and Externals, 
there 45 that ſcatcereth. and yer increaſerh: 
The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat z and 
he chat watererh, ſhall be watered alſo 
himſelf. And all of ws be excited to more 
holy Feru»ur, by the Death of two (uch as 
Dr. Annefley and fervens Mr. Oldfield in 
one Day, and worthy Mr, James ſoon after. 
T am, | 


Your Servant in the Goſpe),: -* 


Daniel Williams. 
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A Publick Spirit. 
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ACTS XIII. Ver. 36. 
For David, after he had ſerved 


his own Generation, by the Will 
of Goa, fell on ſleep. 


'OUR. Requeſt bringing me hi- 
” ther upon this. {ad Occaſion , 
(your Venerable Paſtor's Death} | 
ST I have made choice of this Texc 
' as proper to inforce an Important. Duty, 
; which, tho' (o little regarded-by- moſt in 
our Age, yet the deceaſed was faithful in 
the practice of 5 yea, ſo Eminent, that { 
hope-.he will be a..moving Example to 
| B _ others 
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others in this, wherein the ſignal Exce]- 
lency of kis own Life conſiſted, | 

The words.read are--part-of St. Paul's 
Sermon to the Jews at Antioch, 1n which, 
after a fit IntroquCtion. - 


- 1. He proves Jeſus to be the w_ 
from ver. 23.-to 38. - an Article whi 

(ſuppoſing the knowledge of God) hath 
the greatei! influence into all our Religious 
Hopes and Duties; and,thegefore a firm 
z ent thereto onght to be npare endeavour: 
ed than I fear is uſual with many, who 
boaſt of a Chriſtian Name. This point 
he argues from theſe Topicks : Jeſus was of 
David's Seed velich the-Chriſi was ko be, 
23, 24. Jefus was he-whormm Fohr(in ſuch 
elicgem with. them) aid, bear Teſtimony. toy 
char he was. the Chriſt, 24, 25. Tn, the 
unjuſt condemnation -and*ibarbgrous kiling 
of this Jeſus, .the Zens: had 'unmicoiggly 
7u'filed, in every circumſtance, all the Pro- 
phecies, which: farerold the ynjuſt ang crug! 
uſuages the Chriſt (honid meet, with, +7, 
28, 29, This Jeſus God had! certaynly 
raiſed from the Dead, ' according as 1g was 
in ſeveral places Propheſteq of the Chrift, 
and promiſed to him ; which Reſyrre&iqn; 
was God's Feffimony corfcermng: him; 
_ that he was his Eternal/Soz Tncarnare: + Buy 
leſt any might obje thae that Texr, P/7 


16. 10. was fathilled'in-Davia, the Apoſtle | 
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obvaates this).by ſhewang that David lay in 
his Grave fo long 45s to /putrifie, which che. 
Chrift- was got to do, - feither did our Je- 
{9s 3 and-by: this occaſton-the words of my 
Text: are introduced, as David's Praile, 
which the Apoſtle would -not omit, tho' 
his Argument lies in that part of the 
Verſe which I have not read, viz. He [aw 
Corruption. And the following v. 38, 39. 
are both. Arguments for Jeſus being the 
Chriſt. in that forgiveneſs of ſir (to which 
the Moſaick Ceremomies and Sacrifices were 
altogether nnavailable but - as Types and 
Shadows 'reſfeing what Jeſus did and 
ſuffered): was preached through this 7eſus. 


2. And alfo a ſerious offer of forgive- 
neſs toall of them, made in the Name and 
Authority! of our Saviour Chrilt, 


3. He inforceth this with an awakening 
caution, viz, That they prevent nor their 
owt Salvation, yea, aggravate not their 


Miſery by rejecting this Jeſus, the Chrili, 


be. 


Be. 
; 


the Lord 4-4. the Lord Jeſus, fulfilling, 
all that's foretold of his Death and Refur- 
rection z his being the Crucitted and Rifery 
Saviour 3 - yea, the offer of char bleſſed for- 
21vene(s he: purchaied, will not futhce to 
your Salvation, unleſs you alfo trait and 
receive him: Nay; uf yoirrecerve him not, 
and accept not Salvarion in the way he pro» 

B 2 polerh, 


4 The ExceUency of 
poſeth, your puniſhment will be forer 
than if forgiveneſs had been never offer- 
ed; yea, than if there were no Saviour, 
v. 40, 41. for the profitable: matter, not 
the meer connexion, having thus far di- 
verted, I aſlume the Text, which gives 
us account, 


1. Of David's Publick Ufefulneſs while 
living 3 he ſerved his own Generation by the 
Will of God, Tws4 and £9", being alike 
governed by the Verb wins, cauſech 
another reading to be as Grammatical, viz. 
After he had ſerved the Will of God in 
his own Generation ; (that of Eraſmus be- 
ing too remote to deſerve much regard, 
2i%, Thar he fell afleep by the Will of 
God) yet the ſence of both readings alike 
ſecures the great Duty of Publick Bleful- 
neſs to be David's Praiſe ; for if you prefer 
the latter, his Service is determined to 
the Publick Weal in his own Generation, 
tho' it may more exprefly include alſo his 
care for his own - Soul by his obedience 
to God's Will, as preſcribing the Rule 
by which we muſt be ſaved ; (which was 
the Goſpel-Law then as truly as it's now) 
of which, a faithful improvement. of our 
Talents is no ſmall part. But the order of 


the words moſt favours our own Tranfſla- 


tion, which it's a fault needlefly to recede £ 
from. The former part, viz. Serving his + 
Generation, © 
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Generation, will be ſo inlarged on as the 


ſcope of my ditcourſe, that at prefent [ 


need ſay no more''than to note, that the 
word Serve "0% js. metaphorical, and 
denotes both the publick influence of 
David's Labours, and his great Subjection 3 
it alludes to a Man's Rowing in a Veflel 
under the conduct of a ſuperior Pilor. 
The Royal Prophet was but. an Under 
Rower, 5. ce. as much under Divine Autho- 
rity, and as dependant, as if the meaneſt 
Man : He ſerved in the Veflel, v:z. the 
Church and Stare, the ſafePaſlage whereof 
he conſulted, and: ſubſerved, as his prin- 
cipal buſineſs: 


By the Will of God. God did not only 
ſerve his purpoſes by him, which the moſt 
regardleſs and obſtinate cannot prevenr, 
but + this- Bleſſed Man did defignediy and 
faithfully ſerve thoſe purpoſes God intend- 
edinhis Age and Place ; he obeyed God's 
Will as he had notice of it, and what ever 
labour.expence or danger attended ir. This 
Will of God he ſtill conſulted, as to the 
matter and manner of his performances. 
If you read the Hiſtory of David's Life, 
and the Book of Pſalms, you'll find the 
laudable Character in my Text evidenc'd 
10 almoſt an uninterrupted Series of pub- 
lick and profitable Actions, from his very 
Youth to his Death : By him God ſaved 

| B 3 Ifrael 


6 The Excellency of 
Iſrael from greateſt Dangers, he: ſecured 
their Peace, enlarged their Borders; he 
fought their Battels, united che- Tribes, 
broughre the Ark to Zion, eſtablithed the 
Publick Worſhip, encouraged and propa- 
gated real Piety, exemplified the Divine 
Law in thecourſe of his Practice ; few are 
the inſtances wherein he came ſhort of the 
Common Good' as the ſcope : yea, his 
Heart was ſo enlarged; -as to reſolve great- 
er things than God thought fit to permit 
his Execution of, as building.the! Temple, 
(for which, nevertheleſs, he prepared the 
Materials) How fſolicitous -was he that 
his indiſpos'd Age it ſelf might not fail co 
be uſeful to God's Honour in his own, 
yea, future Generations ? P/. 71. 17, 18. 
O Gad, thou: haſt taught me from my youth, 
and hitherto: have 1 declared thy wondrous 
works, Now alſo, when 1 am old and gray 
heated, O God forſake me not until 1 have 
fhewed thy ſtrength to this generation, and thy 
power 10 every one that is to come, A Life (o 
eminently uſeful might well warrant his 
ſaying, Tbear up the pillars of the Earth, Pl. 
73- 5- deſerve the peoples acknowledg- 
meat, 2 Sam, 18. 3. Thou art worth ten 
than/anas of us, and anſwer the Tefi:mony 
the Omnifcient God gave before-hand con- 
cerning him. A&. 13. 22. 1 have found 
David 4a man after my own heart, who will 
falfil all my will. 
{5% | 2, David's 


__ a PablickOporit. 8 7 
|. '2; David's Death : He fe# aſteep, after, 
not before he had faichfully ſerved a com- 
mon good, nor later than he was capable 
tro do ſo. Every Man is Immortal, be his 
danger never {o great, till he hach 2ccom- 
pliſhed the 4dervice God .deſtgnetin by him 
and tchere1is(carce a good Man (ther knows 
bimſelf tuch) but wouid Jive ti] his coarſe 
indervice' be: ftinithed, . or. would chuſe ro 
live longer than he can be ferviceable : but 
when we are uakfit to be Inftruments of 
700d to others, .and are wrought, ro a 
meetnels for Glory, it's fir crime others 
nave our piace whom Providence hath 
luited to God's further Deſigns, by fome- 
what peculiarly ficted to the riſing Gene- 
ration. 

Tie word by which David's Death is 
expreſled, wir, be lay tim down ro 
ſleep, which notes Death to. be no terror 
to him, and that Reſurrection wouid cer- 
tainly enſue. | 

The former part of the Text is what [ 
{ball priocipally init ons therein David is 
commended, and they who imitate his life 
partake of the like Honour. Two Ob- 
{ervations the words eaſily afford. 


I Obſ. It's an exceilent CharaRer of a 
deceaſed Petſon, that by Faithiulneſs. and 
Diligence 1n bis place, he hath been emi- 
nently uſeful in his Generation. 

B 4. To 
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: Fo render this intelligible and uſeful, 
1 N41, 


1. Explain this CharaQer. 

2. Give an account of ſome things re- 
quiſite to render a Man eminently uſeful 
in his Generation, who is capable to be 
ſo by his Gifts, Eſtate, Office, e&c. | 

3- Evidence the Excellency of this de- 
ſcribed Character. 


For the Explication of this CharaRer, 
I ſhall propoſe the following Heads, which 
I chiok will render that Duty plain, which 
I would this Day call you to the perfor- 
mance of, 


1. God fo diſpoſeth of Men in their 
reſpective Generations, that they are ca- 
pable of being benefited by each other. 


The parts of a Political Body can no 
more ſay to each other, 1 have no need of 
thee, than thoſe of the Natural, 1 Cor. 12. 
21. which diſpoſition of things is the foun- 
dation of all Societies; Men need each 
other, and are receptive of mutual Ad- 
vantages : Converſation, Friendſhip, Fa- 
milies, Trades, Common Safety, (and 
what not) are provided for hereby, and 
- without it would be defeated and ceaſe, 
but the All-wiſe God bath placed nw in 
that 


e, 


a Publick Spirit, 9 
that poſture rowards each other, that no 
ore is Self-ſvfficient, Some need Health, 
others Knowledge, others Defence, others 
Food and Raiment, others Counſel, others 
Reproof and Spiritual Inſtruction, others 
Comfort, and the like; in each of theſe 
reſpe&s, thoſe words of our Saviour may 
be applied, Joh. 12. 8. The poor you have 
always with you : {ome that need your help, 
many in a great degree, molt in one ſort or 
other, ſo that none can pretend want of 
Objecs, or Occaſions, as a Plea why they 
are not uſefu), they are daily at hand, and 
adapted to the Nature and Proportion of 


your Talents; infinite Wiſdom hath con- 


trived the ſeveral wants of Mankind to 
give opportunity for employing that com- 
mon Stock he hath diſtributed; and as 
wonderful is it, that thofe very wants be 
the great Means that the ſeveral Poſſeſlors 
of that Common Stock receive benefit by 
the ſhares thereof which they reſpectively 
do enjoy 3 for it's vilible, that whatever 
any one Man enjoys would leave him di- 
ſireſſed, unleſs by exchanging that with 
another, he were relieved by what thar 
other Man poſleſſeth and himfelf wants. 
Nay, that no Man may refle&t on God as 
unkind co the World, becauſe the Poor 
are ſo many, it's Werthy our adwiration 
thar Poverty it felf is very conducive to. 
the Publick Good ; not only as it noe 
muc 
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mich {in, but as it's the greateſt Spur to 
Diligence, Callings, Inventions and Ser- 
vices, which the Common Benefic depends 
upon; yea, were none poor, every Man 
would be next to miferzble, by wanting 
all thofe conveniencies which they now 
odtain by any other perſons Want, or de- 
fire of Wealth, Who would be Servants, 
private Soldiers, Seamen, Handicrafts-men, 
Ec. if none were poor 2 If jome would 
itody Law, Phyſick, &c. it's from few of 
them that their Neighbours could expect 
the advantage of their Arts They who 
would {ail ro other Countries, and bring 
back any thing of their peculiar growth, 
low few, if any beſtdes themſeives, ſhould 
ze che better for them? 1 wiſh I might 
ect fay we ſhould. have fewer Preachers, 
znd not many ſo eaget: of Places in the 
CGovernment. Bur I digreſs too far in 
jaftifying Providence 1n- fuch neceflities 
2mong Men, as render then capable of 
veing benefted, and conlequently 1n - gt- 
v::1g (cope co others uſetuinels. 


2. Every Man may be more or leſs uſe- 
ul to others; and every good Man 15 (o. 


Each may influence for benefit, tho” in 
£iferent Kinds, and unequal Spheres. He 
tar hath not Pounds, hath his Mites; and, 
<0" he cannoc profit Myltitudes, may —x 
nefic 


a Publick Spirit. =: 


nefic ſome few, If you canoor inſtruct the 
Ignorant, , you can relieve: the Poor, and 
encourage the Miniſtry : Are you 1o indi- 


- Fent that you have nothing ro give, yer 


you may pray for many, and be Examples 
of Meeknels and Patience. Some are untic 
to ſerve the Publick, in an Office, who yet 
are:capable to Vote for a Man that's fit to 
ſerve. Divine Bounty hath proviced a 
ſupply among Men for thoſe Neceflities 
to which Mankind is ſubject, Burt a great 
mart:of the Miſery of the World 1s owing 
ro ſome Mens inordinate craving more 
than they need, and to others not duly 
laying out what they are intruſted with 
for others : Whereas, what God hath di- 
ſtributed among Men, is a Common Stock 
to benefit the Body ; and of the ſeveral 
parts and forts thereof I may ſay as of 
thoſe Spiritual Gifts, 1 Cor. 12. 7. They are 
all given to profit others wth our ſclves. 
'Eis ovugzesy. God allows not a Man in the 
Lord's Prayer ſo much as to ask daily Bread 
for himſelf alone. | 

Tocally to negle& the venefit of others, 
argues ſuch Unfaithfulneis ro God, and In- 
juſtice, yea Cruelty, to Men; that I re- 
pent not of ſaying, every good Man is uſe- 
tul to others. To be good. and not to co 
good, 15 4 Contradiciion 3 as 1t 1s to do 
g00d, and not to do that which is bene- 
ficial, Pſalm 112.5. 4 good Man ſhewerh fa- 


VOAr, 
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wour, and lendeth, A be thou warmed, is 
equally an argument of a bad Heart, and 
ir 2 dead Faith, Fam. 2. 16, That Reli- 
gion which lieth in meer Words, tho' noi- 
fie; and in meer Hopes, tho' confident, 
will be found vain in its ſelf, and uſeleſs 
to its Owners; it will not be ſaving to 
our ſelves, if it be not profitable to 
others- 


3. God hath rendred ſome Men capa- 
ble of greater and more publick ſervice 
than others. 


It's true of the publick Store of Talents, 
as of our common Mother the Earth, Ec- 
cleſ. 5. 9. The profit of it # for all ; never- 
theleſs, ſome Parts are a richer Soil than 
others, So ſome Men are far more capa- 
ble of common Uſefulneſs than their 
Neighbours be : And this by God's dif- 
poſal, what ever be the juſt means of ac- 
quirement z yea, his permifſive ordering 
hath place, tho”the means be unjuſt. 

Capacities for ſervice are various, ac- 
cording to Mens Offices, Gifts, Eſtates, In- 
tereſt, Opportunities, and what ever elſe 
would render a Man publickly Uſeful, 
were the Pofleſſor thereof but faithful and 
diligent, The Degrees of each of them 
determine to what meaſure a Man is capa* 
ble to be a common Bleſling 3 whether - 

| e 
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be aZually (o or not. Vain it were for 
any'Man to pretend himſelf Jeſs capable 
ro do good than in truth he is, for God 
keeps a juſt account of the Place every 
Man ſtands in, and the Talents each Man 
poſſeſſeth; and he hath affixed a Charge 
of Service to the extent of every Man's 
Ability. A Magiſtrate or Miniſter may 
do more good than a private Perſon, a 
rich Man than a poor, one of great Parts 
than one of leſſer : A Magiſtrate in higher 
Place than another ina lower, a Miniſter 
eminently qualified, than one lefs fo. It's 
ſad that no Man fails to expect regard ac- 
cording to his utmoſt preheminence, and 
yet few reckon themſeives hereby under 
any greater Capacy for ſervice: They have 
no reſpe& to thar, tho' it be what God did 
moſt intend in the inequality of his Gifts: 


4. Men are obliged to uſefulneſs in pro- 
portion to their reſpeRive Capacities for 
it, and Call unto it. 


Were it not ſo, God would not appear 
to intend any Glory to himſelf, or Good 
to Men, by any thing wherein the greateſt 
excels the vulgar. The inflin in all Men 
(yea Brutes) which fets the good of rhe 
Community above ones private, wonld 
be a vain impreſſion, tho' the baſeſt fe- 
cretly commend it in another. Bur this 
iS 
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is written with fo brighe a Bearg,. that 
none can doubt it, without: a + great re- 
proach to God, tne Governor of: this 
World. What mati you conceive him to, 
he, that appoints Magilirecy , and yer 
leave the Magittrare at- liberty .to faffer 
che innocent Subject -to- be expoſed: and 
injured, the People unreformed and unpre- 
ſerved 2 That he ſhould inſtitute the Of- 
hce of the Minifiry, and: yet allows the 
Mintiter to neglect teaching the ' Ignorant, 
awakening the Secure, reproving;:the Scan-. 
dalgus,. oppoting, the Heretick;, comfort- 
ing the Humble; and edifyingthe Weak; 
efpecialiy when it's {0 evident, that:per- 
forming thole ſeveral Acts, as the End! of 
theſe Offices, are 1D neceflary tothe bene- 
fic of Matkind, (which fufficiently. proves 
che Offices theinielves to be fo). -: And 
ic's no lefs evideat that God hath appointed 
theſe Offices to thoſe very ends, add an- 
nexed lis Injonctions that they be fo: ap- 
plied and executed, Rom, 13, 3. Eph.g,t1, 
I2. can then the Ofticers be unobliged ro 
exert. thit Authority - which the Office 
conveighs, for the good of thar' people- 
over whom they thereby have power, yea, 
and claim an honour from? _ | 

Men tund of ſuch Truits, will find they 
were nut Cunferred as Feathers for their 
Caps,. or gratitications: to their Lufts ; 
Heaven's Stamp was not deligned to _o 
oo 
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' ſet on poor Clay,:.to indulge our Pride, 


Covyetouſneſs.: love of Dominion, or un-: 
due Liberty. but for a Common. Good. 
ASM Ofhces, {0 in other vouchſafe- 
ments God hath a regard to Services 2nd 
therefore with a Charge of fuitrable nſehn]- 
ne(E it is, that lig diſpenſerh Riches and 
Gifts, each degree whereof is committed 
to the Poſſeſiors as Srewards, to lay them 
our fo the Lies he aſhegned, nor is. it long 
before you wilk all be ſurnmored to give 
am Account of your Stewardſhip, Luk, 16. 2, 
then you ſhall be convinced you were not 
abſolute Proprietors; to reſerve, or uſe ar: 
plealure, one pound: of your Eſtates, nor 
any- degree: of your Intere(t or Gifts, but 
that'a demand of Service increaſed pro» - 
portionably ro what you did poſſeſs. 
You mayremember I mentioned a Ci! 
ro.Service as well as a Capacity for ic, 
wherein I had reſvect to/ what's more pe- 
culiar- to the Offices of Magiſtrates and 
Miniſters and herevy I would pievere 
a miſtake, asif' meer Gifts, which: fit us 
for: an Office, if we were called to it, did: 
oblige us to doi thofe things which-are pe. 
culiar to that Office whereto. we are not 
calied, which is an Ulurpation, whatever 
uſeftolneſs Men: pretend. That there be 
Magiſtrates God' hath injoined 5 how they 
ſhould be Qualified, and their power Exe- 
cated, he doth: alſo appoint, But which 
P2rticular 
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particular Perſons (hall be Magiſtrates, and 
the extent of their Power he hath left to 
Rules adjuſted by the Conimunity whereto 
they belong; in which reſpe&, the Magi- 
ſtrate is called a Hamane Creature, 1 Per. 
2, 13, 410pomn woe. | 

In like manner, Chriſt hath Enaced that 
there be Miniſters of the Goſpel z their 
Qualifications, Authoricy and Work, he 
hath alſo deſcribed, which he permits not 
Men to alter or limit. But he hath made 
other Minifters Judges, whether this or 
that propoſed Man be ſo Qualified, and be- 
ing found {o ro Ordain him 5 and among 
them ſo approved, he hath made Members 
of the Church the ordinary Electors who 
ſhall be cheir more particular Miniſter, 
1 Tim.c, 3. & 4.14, &c. 

Nothing buc confuſion proceeds from 
Men's running before they are ſent ; and 
ordinarily, as a proud conceit of their own 
Gifts, purs them out of their own place, 
where alone God accepts their Service, and 
they might have been truly uſeful co the 
uemoſt of their Gifts : ſo a miſchief to the 
Pablick, and prejudice to their own Spi- 
ritual State, proves at long-run the effe&t 
of cheir Uſurpation. 

Is it needful to add, that a fit opportu- 
nity for real Service is a Call both to ac- 
cept of an Office tendered,and to every one 


Inveſted in an Office, to do thoſe Acts 
| which 
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which belong therero > As alſo, that a fic 
opportunity is a Call to every Man, ro em- 
ploy for  publick benefir, his Riches, Gifts 
and Intereſt, according ro the place he 13 
in; yea, and very common Danger and 
Benefit binds us to more Expence and 
Activity than would be allowable in an 
ordinary juncture, as AG. 4. 34. They ſold 
all, when ſaving any thing would expoſe 
the Chriſtian Cauſe in its tender begin- 
nings ; and this the Civil Weal of a Na- 
tion may render as neceſlary. - 


5. The tendency of each Man's Actings 
to uſefulneſs, in his Generation, lies indoing 
the Work of his Day, for the benehe of 
_— ſuitably ro the place God hath fer 

im in. | 


' The laſt Heads ſtated the degree of 
Men's Capacities for Service, and Obliga- 
' tion to improve them according to their 
Call thereto ; this head is deſigned to re- 
gnlate all Men's Endeavours, fo as that a 
common Good may be ſubſerved thereby.: 
We have an Example, which, if imitared 
by every Man, would reſult in the general 
benefit, Nehem. c. 3, Each Man buile and 
repaired the Walls of Feruſalem,to his pro- 
portion, in his place and order, whereby 
the whole Work was done for the com-' 
mon Defence, and every Man's particular 
| C Labour 
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Labour'contributed- to that Publick Good, 
and : was: ' foung therein- Comformably 
whereto, a National Good muſt be promo- 
ted, if the Magiſtrate would attend co the 
Givil Government, Miniſters:of the Go- 
{vel ro Doctrine and the Adminiſtration 
of Worthip, -and-Diſciphine-withour cor- 
poral:Punithments- The Rich to Ciſtri- 
bute to publick and private: Neceſhcies; 
the Prudent, co give Advice'sz Men of 
Power. to Execute well-adavaiſed Things ; 
and high and tow 'employed according to 
| their Station; char the common Good ſuf- 
| fer ridf by any, of their Neglects or Utur- 
lf pations. Then indeed the fad Chaſmes in 
| | the Publick would he made up ; new Hea- 
| vens.and a new Earth in a great degree 
| commence. Ambition on the one hand, 
and Envy on the other, wculd be much al- 
lay'd 3, For who would exorbitantly ſeek 
s thas which be fore: khnows he: muſt uſe for 
athers rather than enjoy himſelf ? Whar 
place for Eavy,':'when I ſee my felt and 
others better ſerved by every thing where- 
in another is advanced above me? Alas, 
| how eatte 15 ut to commend this, and own 
its conduciveneſs ro univerſal Benekftt ! 
| - But the World groanech under the con- 
trary ; every Man throws off the Care, 
Labour and Charge the Publick is to be 
ſerved 'by, and intends little befides Ho- 


nour and Profit upon the publick Spoil. 
Every 
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Every Man'fdekshis own things; Phil, 2. 21. 
And this to fads a*degree,that the blindeſt 
cannot doubt '4 Providence, in that the 
common Godd"is ſerved even {o far as ir 
is; 'when 'it 4s ſo little defigned by moſt 
of ' Men in any flation ; and that this muſt 
be: by God's over-ruiing the general ſelf- 
iſhneſs to -rhat Good, which in its own 

(ature ( wete it not for a Superior Hand) 
tends to the rtvine of the Pablick, as ſuch 
eſpecially when we find the generality of 
Men' of greateſt influence moſt culpable in 
thar reſpe&t, and the reſidue ſo uncon- 
cerned. O that God would awaken a more 
Publick Spirit in this Age, when love to 
God, to his Church, yea to our Country, 
is ſo extinguiſhed by carnal ſelfiſhneſs ; 
then''every thiog whereby each Man is 
fitted for eminenc Service, would be as 
{ignally laid out, as the publick Wel- 
fare did require. And few Mens Capaci- 
ties for general Benefic are contracted to 
one Particular, but multiplied according 
ro the variety of their Talents, Relations, 
and ' Opportunities : Ir follows therefore, 
that a Man's place for ſervice is commen- 
furate to that variety, and not configed to 
one, however Eminent it be. To con- 
clude, a tendency to pubiick ſervice is then 
greateſt when there is a regular Applica- 
tion of eyery: Man's ſeveral Office, Rela- 
tion, and Talent, ro the. common Good : 
C2 Yer 
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Ye: all this muſt be done with a ſpecial 
Regard to that which is the liar work 
of our Day; even that which is princt- 
pally d<11gned by Providence to be contri: | 
bated to by our various Abilities. This 
muit not be omitted on the account of any 
thing more ordinary or eafie ; for the pe- 
culiar work of every Age and Place, hath 
the higheſt Conſequences to that Age and 
Place depending on it; by that every 
Man's Fidelicy is moſt tried z and a:miſtake 
in that renders Men moſt publickly hurt- 
ful , as the promoting thereof makes a 
Man the moſt beneficial in his Generation. 
Of this hereafter. 


6. He is faithful in his Age, who, up*+ 
rightly deſigning to ſerve God, and his Ge- 
neration, diligently employs his Talents to 
promote a common Good, 1n the greateſt 
Inſtances of which he is capable. | 

This is a proviſion againſt the Diſcou- 
ragements to which perſvns, of a low Fi- 
gure, with honeſt Minds, are ſubject : 
However, let ſuch know, they may be 
Faithful, cho' not emiaently Uſeful. If 
what little they can do be uprightly de- 
fened, and with a willing Heart perform- 
ed, it findeth more acceptance with God, 
than greacer thiags done, from carnal De- 
{igns, tho', perhaps, over-ruled by God to 
further uſe than they intended. If wang 

) 
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of Ability be the only reſtraint, God will 
Judge us by our Jarge Minds; and not our 
narrow Power, 2 Cor. 8.12. A:gift oi two 
 Mices, when our 4, is eſteemed to be 
more than greater gifts, when diſpropor- 
tionable to a larger Stock reſerved. But 
then you muſt? be ſure, 70 look at 3our om 
things, but alſo at the things of others, 
Phil. '2. 4. and cordially employ your little, 
being you have no morez for he is un- 
faithful, who, by ſloth, or other carnal 
reſpe&s, omits to be uſeful'to his utmoſt, 
becauſe he cannot equal the more Emi- 
nent; greater Abilities would but nore 
diſcover the falſeneſs of ſuch a Man. Un- 
der the Law,' one Lamb was admitted 
inſtead of rwo, but 'it was when the Leper 
was poor, and could not get ſo much, Lev. 14. 
v.21. but this one Lamb muſt be brought; 
ſo ſomething , yea, the beſt we can muſt 
be performed for God's glory; and a com- 
mon: benefit, or we vainly pretend to 
Faithfulneſs ; and as vainly, if [dleneſs or 
Waite, be the things we indulge co. make 
us capable of doing bur fo very litcle. 
Unuſefulneſs, by incapacity of our own 
cauſing, 1s as-culpablte as unuſefulneſs when 
we are capable; nor, deſerves he the 
Name of a good Man, whoſe Lazineſs pre- 
vents, or Lyſts devour, what would qualifie 
him for eminent ſervice, aitho' he do 
give and a according 9 what remiiler 
CJ Labours 
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Labours have gotten, or hi Fs Excefles have 

lefe ſtill in; his.hand. PainfulneB, and, ge- 

cent Thrift, to gable vs co da great thib 

are moſt Jaudable, ornihigadng. : 

filly World's reflectiogs;.. and, he rm Q 
reateſt Soul, who deſpilerh ; theſe from a 
ind intention greatelt ſervice. 


7. The eminently oſeful Man, in yo 
Cen: is he whole great. capacity, efor 
ſervice, is vigorouſly, conſtantly, and. vi 
ly employed, to do that - good which, . Js 
finally profitable, in the importance, di 
culty, and excenfivenels t ereof, in- ug 


| Wick the Light affords d i it ,the form 
Heads, this gives. Tu £ whol ole © 6's 
CharaQter.I propoſed to explain-. -.- 
Here I luppole a. Man reatly: ciao, .of 
Service, by Power - arts or, 80G, 
with any ſuch,.other Advantages for uk 
fulneſs;. there. pela two things conſlity: 
tive of this Chara&er,; as principeMy. rC- 
ſecting the Fnency, of 6 May's uſe- 
fulnefs. --- :: "ih 


1. The CREATE 4: Wok" to ail 
he applieth his Abilities. 11. 

.2, The manger how. he... employs his 
Abilities, in proſecucins. Wine. is analy x 
profitable. .. \ ER , 
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_ 1. The, Nature of, che. Work to which 
an eminently uſeful .Perfon employs his 
Abilicies,-which this hedd gives you under 
Vain Epaytes: y ©) Fo 2 . 

Ir's. that whuch 15.4; good Work, and not 
cofols es profratl; Works nor hurl; or 
meerly innocent, which is the higheſt chat 
even the Civiler part of. Men do aim ar, 
no, it's whar benefics Men. It's /qnally 
profitable ; noc,in mean, low, and remiſs 
degrees. 1. The Ognal proficableneſs thereof 
15 1 the z-pore4rce of the good. ſubſerved, 
cot what, is .trivial or .inconfiderable, bur 
ſuch as the ſalvation of Souls, preſervin 
Mens Lives, ſecuring publick Liberties an 
eace, ſupporting the, Efteem of uſeful 
erſons, .,vindicating the Oppreſfled, Fi 
tending the Truth, . and. oppoling deftru- 
ctive Errors 3 putting a,ſtop co.che attempts 
0 Choral ivigers, propagating a Goſpel 
iniſtry, breeding and qualifying Men 
for eminent Service in Church or Stace, as 
young Scholars z and voting for, and procu- 
ring the fitteſt Perſons for Ofhces in 
Church.and State, Employing and Re- 
lieving the Poor, &c. And as it's ſignal in 
the importance of the Work, = 


_ So,..2, in the difficulty of it ; when it's 
not eaſe, but hard, not cheap, bur expen- 
ſive, not ſafe, but dangerous ; when, as 
Ott it falls our, a Man, in the doing of it, 
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is expoſed to great Expences, deep Studies, 
hard Labour, diſpleaſure of Friends, vileſt 
Reproaches, loſs. of Eſtate, Perſecution 
to Impriſonment, Bodily Torments, yea, 
Death ir ſelf, When ſach things attend 
our Service; and a good Work cannot be 


proſecuted wirh an exemption from ſuch 


Calamities, it proclaims Endeavours great, 
and the Man eminently uſeful; and the 
rather, becauſe the good end, proſecuted 
at ſo dear a rate, will be undertaken by 
very few, and yet theſe difficulties manifeſt 
it's of- greateſt concerntnent that it be 
purſued, for otherwiſe Satan, and the cor- 
rupt part of Men, would not fo oppoſe. 
The Apoſtle's Work was ſignally uſeful in 
this reſpect, ſee 1 Cor. 9. 11. Such with all 
the other Martyrs were eminently uſeful, 
in that they endured ſo much for Wir- 
neſſing to-the*Truchs, and Inſtructing and 
Reforming the World in their Day : Of 
whom it's juſtly ſaid, The World was not 
worthy, Heb. 11. 38. | 


3. But with the cifficulty, the exten- 
fivenel(s of -this good is greatly ro be re- 
gardec, as what denotes it important. 

This extenſiveneſs regards variety of 
Benefits, and reacheth co the greater num- 
ber of Obje&s. Ir's not in a few things, 
nor to a few perſons, rhat <mivzent uſefn]- 
neſs extends 3 moſt uſeiui is he who c2n do 
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moſt good to moſt perſons (eſpecially in- 
Auencing ones). He who beneficeth the 
greateſt number of People in whatever 
may be truly profitable ro them, as a 
means of their Happineſs in their Sou], 
Peace, Health, Plenty,” Freedom, Credit, 
Comfort, and the like , principally in whar 
makes them Happy for ever, next in what 
contributes to make'them ſafe, eaſte, and 
uſeful in time. And, if befides being pro- 
fitable co multitudes while we live, we 
can alſo ſerve ſucceeding Ages, it height- 
ens the Character ,  P/al.79. 13, We will 
ſhew forth thy praiſe to all Generations, 


2- The manner how the Eminently 
Uſeful employ their capacities in proſe- 
cuting what's ſignally profitable. 

It's not lazily, or remifly, but with 
vigour; with all his might. Diligence muſt 
be great, and the Heart intently engaged 
in it ; as our 7 #29 not T#*29, oor Bu- 
{ineſs, not Diverſion ; to ſpend and to be 
ſpent therein, 2 Cor. 12. 15. the Rule is 
great, Kom, 12, 7,8, IT. neither muſt it be 
{eldom, or by fits and ſtarts ; not jate at- 
rempred, or ſoon deferred, but confantly : 
Happy is he who begins eariy, liſts Jong, 
anc never ceaſeth to ſerve his Generation 
till God calls him off the Stage. Bleſſed 5 
he, whom his Maſter, when hes cometh, finds 
ſo doing, Mar. 24 46, nor is it to be for- 
g0tten 
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gatten that, it mult. be.. man ged . wiſely, 
ES the,uſeful tendency of great en- 
CEAVORTS, well deligned, niay be, leſſened, 
if n of Feited. radent, application of; fit 
an - Means, 1s. needful to accompliſh 
ſo WE a. ral le, £00 7 s of , which here- 
after. 23 fall 19:2 
FM. The meer ant wg proportiqnable 
Rel aba LES nat # Man's eminent ulefal- 
neg as.f0 his own.Excellency or Benehir, 
th9 ſucces be greatly defirable, and grate- 
fully to be acknowledged. Iſ. 49. 45. 1 
have labouted in vain, , and ſpent my ſtrength 
for nought, yet is my work with the Lord; and 
tho Iſrael be nor gathered, yet (hal tbe glo- 
rious in the eyes of the Lord, . This .may. be 
applied by gvery 1 uſeful | linifter. 
 Events/are,noc 1n our hands, and there- 
foreirsg by them we hall be Judged 
or,Reixar d; z the faith bl L3bourer is as 
well plealing ro God, in the pains he took 
with them chart periſh, as them who are /a- 
wed, 2 Cor. 2.15, 16, If you have done 
great things ro recover Men, you'll be no. 
loſer, tho' Singers De a:rcened, or Errors 
prevall, Wha tho' Mea abuſe the Money 
you beltow, and prove burtiul by the en- 
courage:nent you have given ; S whag tho' 
contrary events have followed your juſt 
Endeavoprs; Confufion. for Orcer, Diſ- 
quiet for Peace, &c. this will lie at the 
Door 
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Doocreof. 7 whqwere the culpable Cau- 
ſes of ſuc io offerous Effects, and you'll 


no more. 2 bla med than the F eavens thac 
dropped. Jew. ON-: :that Earth which brought 


j 08 Briars and Therks, Heb. 6. 8. 


2. 1 ſhall.c naw gi ive an Accourit of ſome 


thit egquilite 10 Fehder 2'Man eminently 
uſely labs Gegeration, who is capable 
by. Y Ice zifes; or Eſtate, to beſo; 


vherein |- have eſpecial regard to 


#+ 3 4 


per, | TAC gt only them. 


Heads. 


7. Such FIERY as are needful: oO 1N- 
Cline them 'f0 RecOme intently wi iHling co 
-mploy therle! ves in ſerving a Common 
ood. Ability, without a readinels of 
* mind co, and ſolicicouſnels for the Honour 
_ of Ggd and good gt Men, will. never make 
us ſervicea le.,. . To ingage. your, Hearts 
herein, 11 It's necel , wy r you have 
a belieuing view 0 inviſt ble things. Of God, 
as he-who harh. a:toll. Anthoricy ayer you, 
ro commang, yan ro this Work,z as .he 
who: Je af apſglute. Fropriee in You and 
youre. herefore may. dipole. of you, 
Mn ve, to.what Service be plea- 

7 a uſe which. is-Sacriledge in you, 
vs ho-have d hcated.. our ſelves to. him. 
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Account for all ; keep ſight of Chriſt, who : 
bought Souls with his Blood, and'whom : 
itcolt ſo much to Redeem you for his Ser- | 
vice; beat a certainty about the worth of : 


Souls, your own and others. 


And of the dreadful Miſery of fach | 


who die unconverted, or unfruitful ; rea- 
lize finners woful Nate , when they cty, 
Come and help us, As 16. 9. and thy own if 
thou refuſeſt. Beg Faith of Chriſt, who is 
the Aurhor and the Finiſher of ir: This 
is that by which unſeen things are evi- 
denr, Zeb. 11. 1, without which Evidence 
we loſe what muſt afftet and move us 
in our ſervice to Souls, Knowing the terror 
of the Lord, we perſuade Men, 2 Cor. 5, 11. 


Every Man's unbelief is equal to his un: . 


ſerviceablenefs ; and as our Faith is, will 
our uſefulneſs be. | 


2. Love to God and Man is needfol to ex- 


cite us to Uſefulneſs. This conſtrains us 
ro expreſs our gratitude to God, who hath 
done ſo much for us when milerable ; 


and to be beneficial to'Men, whoſe Miſery 
we believe and pity. Strong Love will - 
anſwer all. choſe Excuſes which have ' 


their riſe in Enmity to God and Men; the 
remains whereof govern the beſt Man as 


far as he is unprofitable. By this Divine | 
Paſſion poor Endeavoprs will be diſdained, | 
and the moſt-expenſtive be-no cauſe of re- 

gret; 
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gret yea, a: pleaſure riſeth with the heighe 
of the; performance; and God's inclinipg 
us to do ſo much, becomes the very Mat- 
cer of our Praiſes-to him 3 as 1 Chron, 29. 
14, 15. Keep then chis holy Fire ary 


* it will always point you work, and fin 
' you ſtrength to do it. Nay, it will put 


you to pain, whiles unemployed, and make 
you ſolicitous thatit be to purpoſe. This, 
this was it put Paul in travel, ill Chriſt was 
formed in thoſe, Gal. 4. 19. 


3. A Publick Spirit is alſo needful to the 
{ame End. 

This is the immediate <cffe&t of Love; it's 
the Heart dilated by ic. This is the next 
Spring that ſets all che Wheels in motion, 
which otherwiſe ſtand ſtill within the Pre- 
cins of narrow ſelf. How became Da- 


- vid ſuch a publick Bleſſing he rells you, 


Pſalm 137. 6,1f I prefer not Jeruſalem above 
my chief Toy, let my right-hand forget her 
cunning. The vaſtelt Stock is productive 
of lictle in that Man's Hand who is all 
for himſelf ; whecher ſelf in his own Per- 


| fon, or ſelf in his Family, yea, or (elf in 


his own Party and Faction. 

But a Publith Spirit will be contriving 
and aiming 3t a common Benefic above his 
own; in this will ſuch a one delight, and 


this he muſt purſue , becauſe it moves as 


a common Soul related to, and concerned 
in 
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in all Men,” well knowing-God hath' aa = 
intereſtin” each, and ofiesfelF-0 be: bur'a 
fmall part of the whole, ''and cherefore'to 
be leſs regarded than that' wherein God's 
lory is infinicely more difſplayed;:and from 
which a ſo far greater” Tribute 6f Honour * 
and Service will redound. - ' Therefore be 
earneſt with God to-enlarge- thy Heart, 
and bring it more under the power of rhat 
Relation wherein thou ſtandeſt ro the Ca- 
tholick Church, yea, to all Men, other- 
wife thou wilt be apt, with Cain, ro ſay 
of thy very Brother, 4m 1 hi Keeper ? 
Gen. 4.9. Own thy ſelf, with St- Paul, 
a Debtor both to the Greeks and to the Jews, 
ro the Wiſe, and to the Unwiſe, Rom. 1. 14, 
A narrow Spirit is a coinmon Plague, abhor 
and deprecate it as Unchriſtiaa and Inhy- 
mane ; while ir prevails, I can hardly hope | 
thou canſt get to Heaven, bur'al] may free- : 
ly ſay, it's no matter how ſoon it be 'that | 
chou wert there. Look ar Chriſt, who 
made himſelf Poor that he might makg many 
Rich, 2 Cor. 8: 9. and bluſh that thoy 
weareſt his Name, whiles thy Money 
Ruſts, and fo many Poop do {tarve. But 


bappy is that Publick Spirit, that can +>, 


ſcarce relith his own Felicity, when (he / 
ſees ſo many Miſerable, but is bourd with 
them that are 11 bonds, Heb. 123. 3. by this 
Spirit a Man 1s bent fox God, and a Pub- 
lick Good, and without it-a!l beyond = 
in 
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(in that curſed ſelf) is as nothing: to him, 
a meer -Galio, caring for neither God, nor 
Souls, Church nor Srate. You fee, that to 
encline: von to Eminent Uſefulneſs, 'you 
muſt get, improve, and exerciſe Faith and 
Love'with a Publick' Spiric ; theſe will 
employ your Abilities for tervice-  ' | 


2. If you would be eminently Uleful, 
you muft get ſuch things as will fix and 
relieve you againſt thoſe Difhculties which 
attend eminent Ulſefulneſs. Good Inclina- 
tions and Reſolves will-be tried in a courſe 
of publick Service 3 and as the Triats will 
be different, .our Preſervatives and Sup- 
ports ſhould be as various. Indeed, Faith, 
Love, and a publick Spirit, which excitea 
Man to great Attempts for a publick 
Good, do alſo yield Relief againſt diſcau- 
ragement 1n the proſecution of them. Yea, 
Faith derives ſupporting Strength from 
Chriſt, as he is our Head of Influence as 
well as Conduct. Bur, belides theſe. 


TI. Be truly humble. The proud Heart 
will ſcorn ro ſtoop to many things which 
. Publick Service requires ; nor endure the 
Debaſements which ic will expoſe ro, and 
ſo the Work will be half done art firſt, and 
forſaken at laſt, as too grating on a proud 
>pirit, which formeth Projects more agree- 
2ble to an aſpiring Mind. Bur, if you are 

cloathed 
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cloathed with Humility, you'll be fitted : 


ro ſtoop cheerfully to what ever your 


Work calls you to condeſcend, and with 
eafineſs of Mind to endure the Contempt 
which you'll meer with from ſuch you 
defign to be uſeful to. Canyou, without 
great Humility, uſe ſuch plain Words as 
the Ignorant underſtand, inculcate the ſame 
ching ofxen, admit a familiar Freedom to 
the Poor and Mean, go into naſty Cotta- 
ges, hear much Weakneſs and Nonſence, 
without diſcouraging the Silly from ſaying 
- any more ? Can you, and not be humble, 
' become all things to all Men, that you may win 
ſome, and be a Servant to all that you may 
gain the more ? 1 Cor. 9. 19, 21. Yea, you 
may meet with Afﬀronts and Scorns, with 
Slanders and Reproach, from the very 
poor whom you endeavour to benefit in 
Soul and Body roo 3 Pride will ſoon dif- 
dain 31] tuch Work, but ſo muſt not you, 


unleſs you ceaſe to be a Publick Blefling. 


Be humbje, s. e. look at your ſelves, vile 
Daſt +nd Aſhes, as bad by Nature as the 
mey{i wicked vou would Reform, and wor- 
{ly £0 be as poor as the-moſt Indigent you 


i: i, 40d nut £00 good to be employed 
b, or keclcemerin the meaneſt Services, | 
b. rcatly aonoured to be uſed in ſuch as 
this 1gn12:ive firs, and this ſeems 
harw \uis. 1 too debaling, ask, may 
not the: 44:74 Better fit me, which was 11 | 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus:my Lord, who made himſelf of ng 
reput ation, Phil. 2. 5. | 


2. Be weaned from the World, mortified t6 
all in it, and well content with what God hath 
reſerved in Heaven for you 3, what you make 
” your Portion, that will preſcribe your 

Work. If your Happineſs is confined to 
Fleſh and Time, you'll ſoon quit what ſel- 
dom contributes to it, and is daily expo- 
ling 6 to hazard, yea, oft ta ruine. Eveti 
Publick Spirited Men, for their Country, 
venture all in common Danger, yet, aftet 
Succeſs, they get the leaſt; it's oft more 
than ſo with Men wlioare engaged for the 
Teſtimony of Chriſt, and good of Souls: 
Worldly Aﬀe&tions can never drive this 
Trade; Covetauſneſs, 'Effeminateneſ$ , 
fondneſs of Relations, exceſſive love of 
Life, Eaſe and Pleaſure, will obſtruct you, 
when the Expences, Lofles, Pains and 
Dangers of Eminent Undertakings, pres 
ſent rhemlelves. | | 

Therefore be Crucified to the World, 
:if ever you would be Uſeful in it ; and ler 
it be a dead Carkals in your Account, if 
you would not be hindred by it in your 
beſt Deſigns. Cheriſh Heavenly Aﬀections, 
and with pleaſure oft view your choſen 
Portion, otherwiſe an irregular Appetite 
will prefs too hard, to Tet you be much of 
,ong engaged ina Work that's ſo far frotti 
5 ” gratifying 
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gratifying it. This way Moſes became fo 
profitable co his People, Heb. 11. 25, 26. 
and _ to Jews and Gentiles, 2 Cor. 5. 12, 
15, 19. 


3. Get true Chriſtian Fortirude : And 
chis will unice,- fix and Reel 'the Hearc 
= a1l Ofſets which try yout Patience, 

ourage and Reſolutions, Rev. 2. 3. A pu- 
fillanimonsMan will refaſe whar's difficult, 
and forſake what's dangerous 3"'or, ſo de- 
mean himfelf- under it, as to fruſtrate a 
200d Effet. The rraeft Courage will 

e put to a fland, for Satan finglerh 
out the emineritly Uſeful, to level all his 
Darts againſt; his own Votaries he'll em» 
ploy to perſecute them 5 whatever in civil 
Mea is to be made uſe of thall conſpire tv 


make your Work 9ifficule, and you un- | 
happy and uneafie 3 nothing ſhall be want- | 


ing to terrifte or bribe you, to tire or di- 
ſtreſs you, Rev. 2. TO. | 
2. Envy alſo ftill accompaniech fignal 


uſefulneſs, which oft renders your Friends 
more grievous to you than your profefled 


Enemies. Tn every Age it's found, che /pi- | 
rit within us Iuſteth toenvy, Jam. 4+ 5. I with 
all good Men, yea, we Miniſters, could 


alſo find 'with the Apoſtle ; bar God giveth 
anore grace : Yet as unreaſonable and de- 
viliſh as Envy is, you muſt expe& it, us 
| e 
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be prepared to endure the Effes thereof, 
bur ill with a Mind no more averſe from 
your Work,or indifferent to it; other than 
avoid all QRencation, to concesl what of 
your Work you can, and to but omit none, 
unleſs you can get it done by another hand. 

3. If you are cailed to ſerve your Ge- 
neration, by oppoſing the: Errors, or 
Church-diyiding Practices, of any conſi- 
derable Seds,pretending to Zeal for Truth, 
(tho' never (© falſly) and ta 2 pyrer Form 
of Adminiſtration, (tho' in all that higbly 
Syperfſtitious) you't] find thoſe violent and 
baſe Methods to aſperſe and fink you, 
which yery Pagans would abbor to ule 3 
yet this muſt -aot abate your Teſtimony, 


nor incline you in the leaſt ro betray the 


Truth, or to (gem to approve of their Uln- 
chriſtian Attempts againſt the Common 
Good; neither ſuffer your Spirit to be in- 
tected and debated, to a reſemblance of 
theirs, in Malice, Rancour, Wrath, Rage, 
or Revengefalneſs, which is ſo contrary to 
the Spirit of Chriſt, as co make you juſtly 
ſ{ulpe&t you were na appointed Advocate 
for his Truth and Intereſt. And alike 
careful muſt you be,; that the higheſt pro- 
vocations prevail not with you, to vindi- 
cate your {elf by ways that (all things duly 
conſidered) .appear a greater damage tothe 
Pablick Good, than the ſingle Intereſt of 
your Perſon can countervail. 

D 2 I have 


” oy - GOES * -_ = on 6 = & T m 
od. gs m—_— yy — CEC CS - wn n = Q - _ TO - ” 
—_— IEEE | —— XL SRI 1 ——e—>— yore en 6 2 Is. leniemerd dhe 6 27 _ 
7 - $t= - IC EIN Q : A. Z — --=5 nos TI Sc AXIS > 
p_ pr Sh | —— ponenmone, Oh LO - IR _ pay mann - w_ > Lg > 7. > 
G1 = = wy Paſt" ones > poo — a eg— _ 


—_ 


—_— A 
Cr 


07 —_— I 


_ EZS*x 5 _ 
m/e o_ on” 49 anprange 
OED RT. 


Wm _—— 
Ai. ><br 
p= >_—— ————__ 


 dous and grievous, it it profit Mens Souls, |; 
if it be only in-ipoints which Chriſt hath 
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[ have given you ſome hints of the Ex- 
erciſe which'you ought to provide againſt, 
Jeſt a ſurprize cauſe you to quit, or dif- 
ſerve the Blefled Work you are called to. 


4. Yet, it's true, it may prove more 
creditable, ſafe and eafte, if it be only be- 
neficial to-Men's Bodies or Eſtates, for 
294in{t that ſort, Satan and the World 
make leſs reſiſtance, unleſs-it affe&t the 
Publick in ſomewhat wherein Factions are 
concerned. Yea, it may. be leſs thazar- 


: 


gained a repuration-to, and that- you have 

many to -aſfiſt your 'in the - Defence of, 
eſpecially if your- motion be | but” equal | 
with thoſe many; becauſe fuch things are ! 
familiarized, or have obtained a greater ' 
intereſt in the Conſciences of Men, and * 
= | Ama Stream of Oppoſition is di- / 
V1 e A 3.7, 1 - 


5. But the moſt eminent Uleftulnefs is 
much determined'to thoſe points which 
are difficult as tit] deciding, and wherein ; 


the Intereſt of Chriſt; in your Day and | 
Place, 1s the ſubject of a preſent Conteſt ? 


; 


between Chriſt wich his Inftramenrs on | 
che one fide, © and: Satan with his on the | 
other. In ſuch caſes' there will be great | 
oppoſition, as far as Satan can” influence | 


any, 


| 5 
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2ny, either by -their Ignorance, Malignity 
worldly Confiderations, Pride, or Cu- 
ſtom, &c. And generally the Contenders 
on Chriſt's part are at firſt but few, eſpe- 
cially the more eminent ones ; and there- 
fore it neceſlarily follows that ſuch muſt 


; | beexpoſed. It were eaſfie to inſtance all 


this in the caſe of introducing the Goſpel 
where it was not before, in the reforma- 
tion of Worſhip or Diſcipline, where they 
have been corrupted, in oppoling and de- 
tecting falſe Doctrines which many bave 
imbibed, and long entertained ; in reclaim- 
ing a degenerate People from evil pra- 
Giles much indulged ; in refifting in- 
croaching Errors and Diſorders, abetred 
by a confiderable Number of great Zea- 
lots, eſpecially if they have ſome plauti- 
ble Pretenfions, ſuited to the difpolition 
of ſober ignorant People 3 and that ſome 
more than common Spirit and Fervour do 
attend the Seducers, which is very uſual. 
Bur this is leſs needfu], having cautioned 
you as to the Snares, and fore-warned you 
of the Danger. 


6. Therefore may not I wich reaſon 
ask you ? Can a feble Mind, or vnforcitied 
Heart, perſiſt in great Endeavonrs, and in 
the face of juch Dufficulties ſteadily pur- 
ſue his glorious End? No; he mulc fuc- 
cumb,and will quit the plainefſc and moſt 
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important Truth or Duty. The Intereſr 
of Chriſt will fay of theſe as in Paul's caſe; 
No Man ftood with me, all ( theſe ) Men for- 
ſook me, 2 Tim. 4.16, Therefore watch 
againſt all declinings in holy Chriſtian 
Courage ( meerly natural will not terve, 
tho' it's a good preparative,) pray with 
hope for renewed Vigour, that you may 
find, as Pſalm 69.32, your Heart ſhall live 


rhat ſeek, God 5, and that he 1s the ſtrength of 


your Heart, when all elſe fails you, P/[aim 
73. 26. When the Onfer is vigorous, and 
begins to impreſs, be then ſtrong in the 
Zord, and in the power of his might, Eph. 
6. 10. To that End, renember whoſe 
Cauſe you plead, and who employs you : 
Read oft your. Commiſſion , where you 


will find a promiſe fir ro revive your ve- | 


ry fainting Spirit, Marth. 28.'20. Lo, 1 am 
with you to the end of the World. One lels 
faithful and compaſhonate than our Savi- 
our is ( if poſlefled of Power) would not 
{uffer any Servant he employed to fink. in 
a Buſineſs wherein himſelf hath the grea- 
reſt concernment. If your Hearts be up- 
righr, and you have God's Work in hand 
the more eminently you are employed the 


greater Supports you1l find 3 and in the | 


= a. c _ —=I2Y SA 


moſt difliculr Enterprize he is careful | 


ro cive the greateſt aſſurance, Fer. 1. 7, 
8, 18. Ezek. 3.8, 9. One promiſe he can 
fo ſpirit and fill with Power, that it ſhall 
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fet thy Sqpl above all Fears; and cauſe 


Strengch to advance to thy own feeling 
in very extremity, abqve what it appear- 
ed in the eaſieſt of thy ways: Truſt then 
in him with thy whole Heart. And be- 
cauſe what repels our Fears tends to ene 
courage us, it's not improper oft ſeriouſly 
to think what far greater miſchiefs we 
eſcape, by not drawing back, or doing the 
work of the Lord deceitfully, than what 
can attend a faithful diſcharge of our 
work, which hath ſo great a reward when 
finiſhed, Heb. 10. 38. Rev. 3.5. 

Herewith I have finiſhed an Account 
of what's neceſſary to ſupport us under 
the Difficulties ' attending publick Ule- 
fulneſs, viz. Humilirys, mortifiedneſs to 
the World, and Chriſtian Fortitude. 


3. Several things are needful as tendin 
fo ſecure. or at leaſt facilitate the ſucce 


of your Work perſiſted in. 


Herein we ſhould be ſolicitous that, as 
much as in us lies, the End we propoſe 
may not be defeated, but that thoſe re- 
ceive that profit, which we fiacerely con- 
duce to, by our Endeavours ; whereby we 
may eventually prove Bleffings to them. 
To this End, 


1. Yau muſt duly addreſs your ſelyes 
to God, to engage bis Help. Be much in 
D 4 Prayer 
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Prayer to,and dependance on God through 
Chriſt our Mediator. Look to him for 
Diretion, that you may not miſtake your 
Work, nor the heſt way to perform it : 
Seek to him for abundant Anointings, that 
you may not be unqualified in proportion 
to your Undertaking. His conſtant Afli- 
{cance and Blefling muſt be fervently im- 
plored, Neh. 1. 11, without which your 
molt probable Attempts will be vain, 
yea turn to your reproach and ſhame. And 
that you may be in the likelier poſture 
for a gracious Return, keep all clear be- 
tween God and your own Conſciences ; 


CIT oe EE; OD" 


regard L.0 iniquity 1n your heart,P/al. 66.18. . 
Rely on Chriſt's Merits and Interceflion; 


and be always ready to aſcribe to God the 
entire Glory of all your ferviceablenefs and 
ſucceſs ; for he is a jealous God, and ge- 


nerally blaſteth that wherein he is not ac- | - 


knowledged ; we muſt make God all in 
ail, if we would fignifie any thing. 


2. Be careful of your own Behaviour 
before thoſe to whom you endeavour to be 


« 


ena 3 that it conduce to, and do not 


4 


judices, g3in their Aﬀection and Efteem; 
poſſeſs them with a ſence of your Kindneſs 


inder your Uſefulneſs. Prevent all Pre- | 


to them, good Deſigns towards them, and | 


our own Belief of.,and earneſtneſs of Soul 


or the matters you call them to entertain | 


and 


3 
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and ſubmit ro; exerciſe great Patience, 
Meekneſs and Tenderneſs ; and (ee thar 
your whole Behaviour be circumſpett, and 
your Life exemplary, 1 Pet. 5. 3- that they 
way find no juſt- Exception againſt your 
Doctrine or Endeavours. If they take oc- 
caſion unjuſtly, or that by wicked perſons 
you are falſly {landered, you may better 
hope, God will prevent the unprofitable- 
neſs of -your Labours, or at leaſt accept 
them : Neicher is it unfit to be cautions 
how you diſpute with them concerning Se- 
cular Intereſts; avoid alſo fondnel(s of Ex- 
ternal Reſpe& 3 and yet be as jealous that 
you forfeit not an Internal Reverence, 
nor proſtitute your Authority, as you are 
Chriſt's Embaſſadours, Rom. 11. 13, 14. 


3. Labour to atrain and uſe true Wiſ- 


dom in the ordering of your Enceavours, 


thar they may be apt to real Publick Uſe- 
talneſs. 


1. I call it irue Wiſdom, nor only to 
oppoſe it ro Folly and Indiſcretion, bur 
alſoto all Knavith Craftineſs. God's Cauſe 
needs no baſe Tricks; upright Men abhor 
the uſe of them: Chriſt ſeldom proſper- 
Eth ſuch to ſerve his Intereſt, but if he 
over-rule them to any common Good, as 
{omerimes he doth other pieces of Wick- 
edneſs, ye: he will never juſtifie or *_ 
uch 
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ſuch Methods, but condemn thoſe ways, 
and them who uſe them. But indeed, as 
baſe Tricks confiſt not with ſincere De- 
ſigns of a Publick Good, fo they are never 
uſed with that intention, No, no, let Men's 
pretences be never fo ſacred, it's to ſerve 
a carnal felfiſh turn, to propagate or up- 
hold ſome private Faction, in oppoſition to 
the true Extenſive Intereſts of Chriſt in 
the World. The eminently Uſeful could 
not die in peace, if they muſt not ſay wich 
the Apoſtle ; Our rejoycing « this, the Teſti- 
mony of our Conſcience, that im ſimplicity and 
godly fincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by 
the Grace of God, we bave had our Converſa- 
tion in the World, 2 Cor, 1. 12. They were 
wiſer than to think, that will be accounted 
2 ſervice to Chriſt in life, for which, with- 
out Repenrance, he wall caſt them into 
Hell at their death. This Text may aflure 
us, that Pau!'s Gaile with which he caught 
theſe very People, 2 Cor. 12. 16.3 was not 
any thing contrary to godly Sincericy 
which in this Epiſtle the fore-cited place 
he had with more than uſual care inſtanced 
towards them ; it was therefore no other 
than honeſt Wiſdom, or godly Prudence ; 
even that which I have ſaid is ſo need- 
ful ro advantage the Succeſs of your well 
deſigned Labour it was an inſtance of 
his Self-denial, not his Self ſeeking : He 
uſed his ſparing their Purſes as a _ C0) 
ſave 


a Publick Spirit, 43 
fave their Souls, upon finding their Tem- 
per ſuch, that the Goſpel was like to be 
leſs profitable to them, if he ſubſiſted by ir. 
This was far enough from any miſrepre- 
ſenting, and undermining, cheating, divid- 
ing, impoſing, enſnaring, and intangling 
Arts or Methods; ways ſo abominable 
in the moſt ordinary Afairs between Man 
2nd Man, that you ſhould tremble at a 
chought of uſing them in marters enſtamp- 
ed with the Name of God ; yea, tho' ic 
were but in defending a Publickf{ Good, 
and your ſelf from rhe dangerous attempts 
of ſuch as practiſe them. 


2. Yet true Wiſdom and Prudence be 
very needful, ro direct your juſt Endea- 
vours in the greaceſt aptneſs to ſucceed 
with all thoſe whom you deſign to benefic. 
A true Judgment of Perſons and Seaſons, 
with adire& regard to the End, and an ex- 
quifite underſtanding of the nature of the 
various lawful Means, will qualifie you to 
chuſe the firteſt Means to that End with 
thoſe Perſons. God's Word, Prayer.Confide- 
ration and Experience muſt be your helps 
to arrive to Wiſdom, and be ſure to exer- 
ciſe 2nd apply to all your Endeavyours the 
utmoſr Wiſdom God vouchſafes you, a 
negle& whereof will aggrayate your dif- 
appointment, as well as conduce there- 


to. 
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But my chief deſign under this Head is; 
to convince you of the necefliry of Wil- 
dom in the whole courſe of Publick Ule- 
fuinefs, that ſo you may become more ear- 


neſt with God for this, & careful to excie | 


your Souls to the conſtant exerciſe of it. 
WithourWiſdom you cannot rightly judge 
of the work of your Generation ; a miſtake 
wherein is dangerous to your great End ; 
it's ſo, tho' it ſhould be no other miſtake 
than to overlook one of the more princi- 
pal parts of ir, and take up with what 1s 
next to it, as plainer, eaſter or ſafer ; yea, 
if it lies in ſeveral things, and you neglect 
but che leaſt. How needful is Wiſdom to 
diſcern which 1s our preſent Duty, and 
what the greateſt Good, when ſeveral ap- 
pear in competition? yea often there's 
need of exquiſite Skill in an Aﬀair of Pub- 
lick conſequence to determine but what 
wil! do more good than hurt. He hath not 
we!l! obſerved, that thinks it always ea(ie 
co judge what's the moſt proper Duty in 
each Company, and wherein they need 
moſt to be benefited, eſpecially the fitteſt 
Seaſons, Opportunities and Methods to ap- 
ply ſuicable Means to effe& that Good 
v hich they feverally ſtand in greateſt need 
Of, and are moſt capable of receiving. Ir's 
hard to accommodate your feives to the 
various tempers and circumſtances of your 
very Acquaintance, and know whom, 
when 
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when, 'and how to Reprove, Encourage, 
Examine, Exhort or Relieve, fo as to 'be 
moſt beneficial to each within the limits 
of-your power, and according to'your dif- 
ferent obligations, tho? to the extent of ir. 
Great diſcretion is neceſſary to judge of 
Obſtacles, and to demean your felves under 
chem, as may moſt conduce to your Pub- 
lick Uſefulneſs 5 ro know when, and how 
to-frive to remove or oppoſe them, when 
it's beſt to connive and be (tlent. How to 
avoid the Imputation of Rathneſs and 
foolith/ Zeal in the former, and of Luke- 
warmneſs and Cowardize in the latter ; for 
5-21 Uſefulneſs will be affected by 
oth. 
. :In like manner there is uſe of Wiſdom 
towards {uch as drive on the ſame-good de- 
{gn with you,as well as towards ther who 
oppoſe;  1f you' are younger, *:rhar the 
elder may not by Envy or Suſpicion, be 
fempted co divert you' from your 'work,or 
give'you difquietin it:: To avoid which 
ſerve with them in humility, as Sons with « 
Father, Phil. 2. 22,-If you be elder, that the 
younger's 'raſhneſs, unfixednefs, itind leſs 
experience give not Satan an advantage ; to 
prevent which, do not diſconrage or | de- 
fpiſe, but aſſiſt and countenance them. Bur 
be they inferiors, equals or ſuperiors, who 
do contribute to a common good : He+rhat 
will be eminently uſefv], and give'up him- 
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felf to it, had need of greateſt Wiſdom to 
govern himſelf towards each ; for, a lictle 
acquaintance with the World, will diſco- 
ver i9 moſt men ſo much of either humour, 
pride, envy, ſelfiſhneſs, covetouſnels, ſuf- 
pition, coward}ineſs, unconcernednels for 
the Publick, unfxednelſs, floth, ignorance, 
credulouſne6, or aptneſs.to be impoſed on 
by defigning men ;; as will force the abſer- 
ving to fix this Concluſion, and govern 
themſelves by it. = 

They that will be moſt uſeful in their 
Geheration, muſt ſpend; do, -adventure 
and ſuffer moſt, and yer muſt reſolve to 
allow,intreat,connive, yield,thank, forbeer, 
forgive, deny themſelves, and endure moſt, 


whatever perſons they have to -ceal with ; 


and thus make the beſt uſe of all for a 
common good. _ | 

Who.is ſufficient for. theſe things ? but 
with thee, O Lord (who employeſt whom 
chou wilt) nothiog is. impoſſible, A ſtam- 
mering Moſes, a ſulpitions Gideov,achildith 
Jeremiah, did ſucceed in that whereto thou 
did(t appoint them. - Surely by all this you 
are inguced to ſeek earveſtly for Widow. 
Ask, it daily of God through Chriſt, who 
giveth liberally (for dire&ion to do as well 
as ſuffer) and wpbraideth not, Fames 1.5. 
dependingly hope 53 He will guide me by his 
Connſel, and afterwards bring me to Glory, 


I have 


; 
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I have finiſhed the ſecond general Head, 
vis. an account of what's needful to bring 
2 man to eminent LUlſefnlneſs, who is ca- 
pable of it ; under which you have heard, 
that his Sou] muſt be excited to undertake 
it by Faith, Love, and a Publick Spirit. 
2. Be relieved againſt the Difficulties at- 
rending it, which 1s by Humility, Morti- 
fiednels to the World, and Chriſtian For- 
titnde. 3. He muſt facilitate his Succeſs 
by Prayer to God, a due behaviour before 
Men, and true Wiſdom in the managemenc 
of-all his Endeavours. 


3 T ſhall evidence the Excellency of this 
Character. To be an eminently Uſeful 
Man, is no empty Tizle without realworth. 
God approves of it, Angels and good Men 
highly eſteem it 3 'yea, there's that in eve- 
ty man, which now fecretly, and in time 
will publickly- allow this man to be the 
beſt, the wiſeſt; and the greateſt: 

Eminent Uſefulneſs greatly differeth 
from its Counterfeits. This is no pragma- 
tical bufine[s in-other men's matters ; but 
a'farcthful difcharge of our Obligations to 
God and our fellow Creatures. 

Neither is it -a Pharifaical Proſeliting to 
a Set, which doth narrow and weaken 


Chriſt's Intereſt {proving ofc as facral to 


the Church , yea to Men's felves, as 
their walking at large in theWorld _— 
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be) no, it's-an intentneſ(s to promote mere 
Chriſtianity , and unaffeted Godlineſs, 
which reforms the World , edifies the 
Church, and ſaves the Souls of Sinners in 
proportion to its ſucceſs. It's what advan- 
ceth Men above the Rank of ordinary 
Chriſtians, who are Babes to theſe grown 
Men, Shrubs to theſe Cedars, very cyphers 
(if not blemiſhes and burthens) compared 
with theſe Men of Name, theſe comman 
Bleſſings;theſe Witneſſes to a Divine Life, 
and Ornaments of Religion; - who bear-up 
the Pillars of the Church, yea of the 
Earth; to each of whom we Weaklings 
may ſay as they to David, Thou arr worth 
10000 of w. This will appear, if you 
conlider, - | WT 


1, It's an extraordinary honour to be 
ſingled ont by God eminently: to ſerve.our 
Generation. What can be more glorious 
than to be ſingled out, as David, ; from 
among; his Brethren, to. effect God's :be- 
nign- purpoſes to multitudes, when moſt 
Men are-uſele(s, yea hurtful; their Names 
are regiſtred among the Worthies of 1/rael, 
and famous in Bethlehem, Ruth 4. 11, This 
# that: Moſes, A&s 7. 37. Being publick 
Bleſſings, they with Zabez, are more ho- 
nourable than their Brethren, 1 Chron. 4, g. 
No Office reflects honour but with reſpe& 
tro that uſefulneſs to which it obligeth, anc 


_ or which it capacitates, 2. It | 


| 


REO 


a Publick Spirit, 49 


22. It argnes a moſt Goc-like and Excel- 
lent Spirits He zs'good, and doth good, Pſal. 
119. 63. He 1s wavy azavy, which was vi- 
ftbly inſtanced in out Lord Jeſus; ' He wenr 
about doing good, Ats IC. 38, ro 'Souls and 
Bodies; in whom 1s this ſo exetnplified 
235 in the ſignally uſeful 2 whoſe :&vity, 
fixedne(s, labours., deſigns and beneficence 
correſpond ro Chriſt's, allowing for our 
contracted Capacities. In ſuch a Man ma- 
ny Graces and Virtues are aflociated, nay 
which can be wanting, yea or weak in the 
Conſtitution of this Perſon ? he alſo muſt 
be greatly cleanſed from rhoſe'dregs,which 
debaſe, divert and deaden the leſs uſeful. 
He ſeems to breath in another Air, to be 
of another make, and governed by con- 
trary Inclinations and Rules than 'moſt of 
Mankind be (1I'hadlike to have ſaid Chri- 
ſtians) hence he is too often branded as leſs 
prudent, . becauſe he walks by Rules fo 
much above what poor and narrow Souls 
embrace; and poſtponeth thoſe rhings 
beyond which a vulgar ſpirit cannot derive 
a Motive, Let us remark a few Scripture 
Inſtances, leſt all'appears a meer ſpecula- 
tion; behold Queen E/her taking her Life 
in her hand to ſave” her People; did not 
the then love her People above her Life? 
Eſth. 4. 16. Moſes negle&ed' God's Offer 
to advance his Family, and intercedeth for 
the Nations ſafety, 5 he had hated his 
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own kouſe, Numb. 14. 12,17. What Do- 
minion over: Covetoulſhels , SIMneh 
and. Cowardice did Nehemiab maniteſt, 
while by ating their contraries he re- 
paired Jeruſalem, e{tabliſhed God's Wor- 
ſhip among the Captives reſtored by his 
means :» Without oſtentarion he wight ſay, 
Shauld. ſuch a one as 1 flie? Neb, 6. 1t. 
Mordecais' mind was well ballaſted, that 
nnder .\uch Advancement retained fach 
Goodgels,.and Meekaeſs, as fill ro ſeek the 
Weal of his People, and (peak Peace to all his 
Seed, Efb, 10. 3. How cenld* Caleb and 
Foſhne refuſe to frame thieir Accourit to 
the Humour of the Multitudes, buc char. 
that they had a more Excellent Spirit that 
the other Spies ? ip t4. 24. Oh he 
magna, zeal for God, love to Souls, 
contempt. of the World, 20d vnwearied 
vigour and. largeneſs of heart which go- | 
verned. Paul to his extenſive Uſefulneſs! 
which, might be inſtanced. in che other 
Apolzles' and Martyrs 5 yea thoſe illu- 
firiouſly,. ſhine in. every eminently oſeful 
Chriftian.:_It's the excellency. of their Spi- 
rif-which, forms ſuch. vaſt Deligns, and oa 
ales! to the unweatied. pprlons joe 
ine. Influence ip res | them, fg Ke s 
cheir Mak above; hat” s-mean 3h My 
bergng Wh Lac s narrow FOG ford. yea fo 3 
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Attempts; how far wovld they relieve, 
feform and ittiprove the Church, the Na- 
tion; yea the World, wete'ir. but in theit 
power ? Judee the Spirit by che uſe others 
make of the ſame Abilities, how ulelels, 
how hurtful ? 


3. The eminently Uſefal have more 
manifeſ] grounds for a comfortable Death 
than others can expe&t. Death makes a 
Treat diſcovery of the true Valle of chings; 
whatever renders this ſafe, and eaſie me 
ought highly to eſteem, as Men affure it F 
our Paſſage into Erernity, and puts 2 
riod to'our Preparations for it..7z the grave 
there's no work nor device to change our 
Srate. ,or Ts our Meetnefſs for an uh- 
ſeen World, Ecclef. g. 10. Thetefore wi 
ever is the beſt Evidence of our Title't Ny 
Eternal Life, and the greateſt Megan Ie 
for it, thac muſt afford: ground of -abe 
Cotnforr, when Self- Lbva- ad the near- 
neſs of Erernity' gives Death an aw aketn 
power. : 

I. I (hall prefix 2 Caution. 

2. Prove what I aſſert. 


: For Caution. The li ko of waly. 
ly dh 1gning Men, n me” to_2c- 
quaint you, it's Th 0 oh y who proegts 
a ſafe and comfortable Death, by meriting 
our Pardon, and a Right to Eternal Gon, 

Wi. 
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with a happy Reſurrection. It's by Faith 
only, that a Regenerate Penicent looks ro 
rely on,and: receives Chriſt as our Aconing 
Saviour tor Pardon and Life, according to 
his Promiſes in the: Golpel, which Promi- 
ſes, with the included Benefits, are purcha- 
ſed only by Chriſt's Obedience,and applied 
25 an Effect - thereof, whenever they are 
applied. The Qualifications which the 
Goſpel appoints in him whom the Promi- 
ſes inveſt in its- Benefits, are no cauſes of 
thoſe Benefits, nor any part of che Righ- 
ceouſneſs which procured them. Burt Chriſt 
afing tis Goſpel. as,an Inſtrument in the 
Governing and Saving of Sinners, and 
pieading with .them his purchaſed Benefits 
for Motives to their Obedience to the 
Goſpel, as a Rule of Judgment. Irs nor 
ſufficient ro our comfortable Death, thar 
we believe. that Chriſt obeyed and died 
co procure Pardon, and a Right ro Salva- 
tion for Penitent Believers; but it muſt 
appear to us, that we are partakers of that 
Pardon and Right to Life, which muſt be 
by the Evidence of our Regeneration, Re- 
pentance and Faith 3 not one without the 
other ; nor either (when we come to die) 
withqut their genuine neceſſary Effects, 


and each perſevered in. Vain hopes if we | 


torally want whatever che Goſpel Pro- 


_mnifes make ihdiſpenſably needful ro our 


'obtaining'Ecexnal Glory ; and the contrary 
I: 2 whereto 
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whereto the Goſpel threatneth with an 
Excluſion from Heaven, Fohr 3: 3, 36. 
Lnke 13. 3. Heb. 12. 14. cap-10. 38. He 1s 
fool hardy, that dares die, not knowing 
bur that his Faich was the Faith of an un- 
regenerate impenitent heart; vea, or fa- 
tisfies himſelf wich having thought he once 
at firſt had ſuch a true Faith; but is not 
ſure that he perſevereth therein, that re- 
24rds nor any conformity ro Chriſt. Uni- 
verſal Obedience, (incere Holineſs, and Fi- 
delity ro God. and Improvements of his 
Talents, all which the Goſpel ſo infiſts 
on, as being fitter to give evidence, than 
things more obſcure or remote can be 
Mat.10 33.and 25.30. 2 Cor. 13.5.Efheſ.5.6, 


2. [ ſhall prove that the eminently Ulſe- 
ſul, have more manifeſt grounds for a com- 
fortable Death than others can expe& ; 
for which end, ic will be (uffictent that I 
evidence. This eminent faithful uſefulneſs 
is a moſt plain and infalible Evidence of 
our Title to Eternal Life, and it alſo ar- 
gueth a very great meetneſs for Heaven 
whence it will follow, that the eminently 
faithful uſeful Man, hath more manifeſt 
Srounds for a comfortable Death than 
others can expe, and conſequently, his 
Character 1s Excellent. Ir tends to a com- 
fortable Death ; as, 
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1. It is a moſt plain and infallible Evi- 
dence of our Title to Eternal Life. Faith- 
ful eminent uſefulneſs, is not only an evi- 
dence confidered abſtractedly, but it gives 
evidence to the fincerity of all, or moſt 
other Graces yea, and receives it from 
them, for by the in- being and activity of 
ſuch Graces it {ubſiſted, and in it each of 
them expreſlcd their vital power and fin- 
cerity, and that not deekly, bur clearly, 
not doubtfully. but to full conviction ; ſo 
that the eminently uſeful Man, hath the 
concurrent Teſtimony of every Grace, in a 
light ro which each contributes. And it 
anſwers any. juit challenge that can be 
made co his having thoſe ſeyeral Graces, 
and that in realicy ; fo that if Faith,Repen- 
tance, love to God, a new Birth, or Per- 
ſeverance, have Life promiled to them, 
3nd the ſincerity thereof being evident to 

2 Man, wu yield ftrong conſolation : then 
& eminently, ufeful Man hath very abun- 
dent reatons of wry 3s {0 his interei} 
in Eternal Life. I ſhall evidence this by 
three things 


1. Cankhe doubt the Truth of his ſeveral 
Graces ? Not of his Faith, becauſe he hath 
been thus {tgnaliy excited by. his «//enr, to 
what Chriſt, as : *ropher, hath revealed : 
and encouraged, by traſting 1 in bis Savionrs 
Merus,>trength,o0; Teitament: and —_— 

e 
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ed by.the commands of Chriſt his received 
Lord, and that in ſo faithful an Execution 
of his own Covenant Cornſenr and Vows ? 
yea, his Union ta Chriſt, is atteſted as 
well as his Faith by which he. is ugited 
for his truly devoted fruicful life, *ould 
proceed from, and ſy'zfiit by nochigg: low- 
er, than thoſe Vital nfluences and ſupplies 
which came from Chriſt his Head and 
Root, Gal. 2. 20. P#1l. 1. 19, 20, 21, 

His Repentance allo is unſuſpected, when 
he beholds his Luſts ſo ſubared as not to 
hinder his living to Gad entirely as hisend 3 
his Heart ſo altered in its purpoſes, reſolves 
and reliches,that he could not live to carnal 
ſeif, bur a common gvod, wherein he de- 
lighred and ſpent himſelf. He knows his 
former evil courſe is duly bewai/ed when 
ſo dire&ly changed, and that fin was tru- 
ly bateful, being he hath not only endea- 
voured the utter Mortification of it in him- 
ſelf, bur grearly laboured to reſcue all 
others from the dominion and effects 
taereof. 

He is ſure of his zew Birth, when he 
reflects that nothing leſs could make my 
aims, my temper, and courſe, to be ſo 
far conformed to Chriſt's, as my devoted- 
neſs to God's glory, and to the benefit of 
Saints and Sinners doth atreſt, 1 Foh. 4.17. 
Yea, more a lower Principle than what 
was formed in Regeneration, would never 
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have Taſted thus long, and carried me thus 


far, Joh. 4.14. 


2, This eminently uſeful Man's ſtated 
courſe and'contrivances, repel a Jealouſie, 
rhat his love ro God or Man: or appearing 
Zeal,” was a painted Fire ; his Faith;Hope, 
or other Graces, a dead Image, becauſe all 
theſe have vitally concurred, to direct. fix, 
and ſtrengthen his Labours, to lay out his 
Talents, (drive a conſtant Trade, and ſpend 
his life for Chriſt, Job. 14. 21. 1 Fob. 3. 
v. 16, 17; Rem, [12 14; 242; 13- And 
there is as lirrle- ground ro queſtion his 
Perſeverance, when he knows he was nor 
raken off from publick ſerviceablenels, by 
his floth , fear, wearinels, ſelfiſhneſs, or 
change cf purpoſe or deſtgns ; yea, thar 
now he feels his Soul folicitous for, and 
prepared unto a- publick gocd, were he 
bur capable to contribute to it. 


2. Beſides rhis Teſtimony, from the 
evidence, of tuch Graces as Life 15 pro- 
miſled to the uſeful Man, is in a way like- 
lier for comfort than others, becauſe the 
ſpiric of God dorh not uſually forbear ro 
caſt.a lighe upon the Graces of ſuch when 
they come to die, bur (and thar not rarely) 
he makes them to behold his face, and ex- 
perience ſome foreraſts of the approaching 
Glory ; ſo that with Moſes they die at the 
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Mouth of God, with Stephen, A&. 7. 57. as 
. David, 2 Sam. 23. 5. Yea, beſides this, 
. the uſeful Man is encouraged by the great 
things that paſſed beriween God and his 
Soul, in bending him for, and carrying 
tim through thoſe Attempts and Employ- 
ments wherein he hath ſerved the Will of 
God in his Generation z many Anſwers of 
| Prayer, eminent Deliverances from Evil, 
Supports when Fainting, Revivings and 
Enlargements when tempted ro Remils- 
neſs, frequent views of Chriſt and Hea- 
ven for renewal of Strength, (and the like) 
which he hath oft experienced,-have fo fa- 
miliarized God and Chriſt to him, and fo 
fixed his Truſt in bis Goodneſs, Truth and 
Word, that he can quietly commit his Spi- 
rit co him, And ſo, from all put toge- 
ther, having ow fought a good fight, finiſhed 
his courſe, and kept the faith, he beholds that 
Crown of Righteou/neſs hanging over his head, 
which he knows his God will give him, 
2 Tim. 4. 8. and he hath an abundant en- 
trance into God's Kingdom, 2 Pet, I. II. 


2. This eminent Ulefulneſs argues a 
meetneſs for Heaven. He can eatfily quicr 
all worldly Enjoyments, who valued Life 
it ſelf bur as a means for ſervice, and con- 
ſecrated all he had as ſubſervient to it. 
This Man is not called off before his 


Work be done, for his courſe is finiſhed, _ 
rene 
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the end of his being on Earth ſo fally an 
ſwered, A#- 13. 25- Heaven muſt be 2 
real Ref to him after fo mach Lahour, 
and very ſuicable in the nature of it, to one 
of (fo agreeable 2 diſpolition. What wel- 
come Company are perfefted happy youls, 
when the contrary made the ſaving and 
healing of miſerable Sinners to engage his 
Thoughts, and cominand his Strength 
whiles he tived on Earth. His Soul that 
was ſo enlzrged by Grace for pubiick 
Uſe, will be very receptive of thole faller 
Streams of heavenly Joys: 

How will he be ſatzfied with more of 
God's likeneſs there, when it will be but 
the perfection of what he judged fo love: 
ly as to ſtrive ſo much to propagate it 
here > Pſalm 17. 14, 15. This Publick 
Spiric will be ravithed in contemplating 
2nd adorin? a blefled God, when he be: 
holds how «4-iver/al a Good he is; yea.and 
ever hath becn, by the Records of his 
Beneficence there publiſhed and explained; 
whatever Employment Heaven allots (ior 
its co place of 1dleneſ(s ) he 1s greatly pre 
pared for itz who did heartily perform ſo 
much under the great diſadvantages of this 
preſenr ftate, which did arife both from 
his Works and himſelf, yea, and ſuch as he 
had to deal with. So chat this man 1s gather- 
ed whenripz 3 he his even here a Yefſel of 
Glory, being [* meet for his Maſters uſe, 2 Tim: 
S.- 21. Now 
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Now how comfortable will Death be 
toa Man thus well fared of eternal Hap- 


pinels, and prepared for that wherein it 


will conſiſt ? It cannot endanger nor hure 
him ; he muſt rather defire than abhor or 
fear it, when only a ſenſe of preſent ſer- 
viceableneſs ( where ir is more needful ) 
hath reconciled uſefu] Saints to a longer 
Life, Phil. 1. 23, 24. 

To ſuch ufetul ones as Pas it belonged 
to triumph over Deith, rather than be 
afraid, and weicome its approaches, to en- 
joy that a regard whereto had made him 
{o laborious, 1 Cor. 15-57, 58. 

Thus I have repreſented the Grounds on 
which a very uſefa] Man may die com- 
fomfortably. Bur, can there be the like 
for an unuſeful Perſon 2 1 am fure, where 
2 Life uoprofitably ſpent ( through ſloth, 
negligence, feif-ſeeking, and unfaichfulneſs 
ro God,) doth ſtare a Man in the Face, 
it's a juſt challenge to his Hopes, it juſti- 
fies his Fears, aud he vainly expects Ad- 
vantage by Death, or Safety in dying. 

Yea, a Man who hath been Ulefal 
in lefler cegrees, through remiſsneſs and 
narrownels of Heart, cannot but feel 
greater jealoufe of his Condition than 
the eminently Lieful ; yea, he muſt make 
bitter refle&ions upon his paſt Lite, tere- 
in he finds ſo many neglects and bauiks. 
So little Work done in ſo long a uo 
an 
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and with fo great a Stock ; and being ſelf- 
conſcious ” the much greater Things he 
might have performed for a common 
Good; ſure he cannor, without grief, be- 
hold his ſeaſon over, whiles the Blood of 
Souls, the Groans of a dying Church, or 
a {inking Nation, teſtifie againſt his de- 
parting Soul, that omitred relieving them 
co his Power. What work for Shame, and 
Sorrow, ay, and Fears too, will this make, 
compared with a vigoroully uſeful Life? ' 


4. The future Rewards of an eminent- 
ly ufefal Man will be greater than others : 
His Crown will weigh in proportion to 
bis {ervice: They that rurn many, ſhall ſhine 
& the Stars in the Firmament, for ever and 
ev, Dan, 12.3. He rhar gained che ren 
Talents, was made 4 Ruler over ten Cities; 
he rat gained _ - made Ruler bur 
over fve, Luk? 19 

Taheſe wider Veſſels ſhall be filled as 
well as the lefler 5 bur, being larger, they 
contain the more. O, then happy he who 
was moſt abundant in Labours; no de- 
greece whereof ſhall be in vain, 1 Cor. I5.5 58. 
Gal. 6.9, 10, Their Works ſhall follow 
them as a Retinue, adding to their Gran- 
ceurs; and Rivers ihall be more acknow- 
ledged by our blefſed God, when he will 
comme (0 reward the very Drops. 
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Theſe Mens Place in the Body will be 
more Noble, their Thrones higher, per- 
haps; their Services more Eminent ;in. a 
heavenly Eftare, as much in proportion as 
they had been on Earth. And. tho” all 
fairhful Ones ſhalt be as Angels, Luke 20. 
v.3. Yet among thele there are Degrees, 
wherein there will be a correſpondence as 
to thole. | 

Every generous Deſign, Tezr, Labour, 
Hardſhip, Expence, Loſs, and Hazard, will 
be found in a proportioned Glory.: He 
that ſoweth bountifully, ' ſhall reap bountifully 
2 Cor. 9.6. WES 

Whence it's eaſily inferred how excel- 
lent a CharaGcer of a Believer ic is, that; 
he was an eminently uſeful Perſon in his 
Ages its a Title will found 10 the very 
Heavens, and be honourably acknows- 
ledged by Chriſt upon his Throne , he 
will ſay, Wet dore,thou good and faithful Ser- 
vant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord, Mat. 
25. 21, Which yet is no reflection on his 
own Merits; for in che Vertue thereof 
the moſt: uſeful Saints inherit choſe fur- 
ther additions, according to his Promile, 
as well as the leſs Uſeful poſſeſs the lefler 
degrees. True, it's all his own, and he may 
do what be will with his «wn; bat, if he. is 
pleaſed to foretell us how he'll, diſpence 
this his own.to Men, therenpon his. Veraci- 
ty commands our affured ExPRLALIOND. 
an 
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and if he alfo uſe thofe b;gher Meaſures 
of Glory, as Morives to greater Labours, 
ve, in being very Laborions, cinnot- be 
(Fdppolned of thoſe higher Mezſures any 

wore thahi of the leaft ; yea, we fruſtrate 
his End '10 pobliffhing (och Promiſes ; if 
weEare nor excired ro more abundant La- 
boti's*by the Benefits promiſed, and upon 
ſuch Labours expe thoſe Benefits: 


T have offered whae Þ hope will cor 
vince -you of the Truth of che Third! ge- 
feral: Head, vis. 'Fhit to be eminently 
Uſeful in ones Generation, 1s ani excellent 
Chzratter ; for ro be ſo empioyed;; 18: an 


Hott rtir upon that Man by the iifigite 


God; 'The Spiric of ſuch a Man is Exce]- 
eeHenf ahd . God-like, he hath rhe greateſt 
Grolitids for a: comforteble Death; both 
from the evidence of his' Title to erernal 
Eife, atid his meetnefs for ir. Arid laſt, 
his fur Glory will be greater clan chat 
of others.” 


.F ſhall proceed to the Application' of 
this Dodrine by ſome Tnferences: 


. T.. 1pfevenre. To'be a publick Plague, is 
4 Sidat refioach 3 what Gin'be faid work 
of 7 Men. rehen dead > Thir ons did-4i6 
Geod 10* ah'ertiiment'Seftion'; that he hid 
biST4tent', which ſhould have" ag ar 
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ployed in view, ate infamons Scars; but 
that any Man ſhould influence to publick 
Miſchief ,. this leaves his Memorial ac- 
carfed ; betcer . never have been, born z 
his Gifts, his Eſtate, Powers'and Offrces, 
are become a Snare ro himſelf, and a Mil 
chief ro the Publick. The more active, 
the greater detriment; the longer he li- 
ved, rhe 'more laſting 'Curfe” hath this 
Man been ; and the further hath he con- 
ttibured ro rhe Woe of others,” as' well as 
to his own Dzmnation. He will be fig- 
nally. marked in another World; for the” 
farm he did in this; receiving his Tor 
ments with remarkable notice;' when they* 
do groan to themſelves, who fined only” 
qt 'themfelves, Will the Powets or" 
iches he kad'on' Earth guird bim' againſt 
the ſoreſt Vengeance for the hiurc he' did's* 
No;nb : Of this abhorret ſoft ate the Wa-' 
fters of Countries, Tirantical Princes, Proc! 
pagaters of: Herefies, Perverters of Ju-* 
| ftice,. great Oppreffors of the Poor, Wa: 
fters of God's Vineyards; Berrayers of, 
cheir Countries, Silencers of afefu} Preich- 
ers, Enemies to the Mitiſtry; and -Calum- 
by Meads! f et. had avek heed 
y Mulritodes, It. ſuch” had” never "bee: 
Nha next, habpy thiar thy  ſooti-afe thkew 
awiy's fee' Fer. 22. RE with 


wiſh c>—i&F tizd beet Idiots ant Beggdts 
or” any” thing'-elfe ;* which we oth 
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more incapacitated them from doing Miſ-. 


chief. 


2 Inf. This may convince.us of the milſ- 
chief of a.. narrow Sectarian Spirit, and 
Cm Principles, wherever they pre- 
Vai | 


By ſuch a narrow Spirit, I mean a Spi- 
rit that confineth Charicy.to a Sect diſtin- 


guithed from other Chriſtians, by Cuſtoms. 
or Opinions that are not Effential ro true 


Godlineſs, and is embittered and enraged 
againſt all who, differ from: ſuch Uſages 
and Opinions. This is the Spirit of Pg- 
pery 3 (which is a Sect, tho'a great one) 
yea, itis the worlt of Popery : > and where- 
ever it Rules, rhe moſt Diabolical part of 
Anti chriſtianiſm is undeſtroy'd., All the 
Perſecutions and Impolitions of that Beaſt 
proceed from this very Spirit, and from 
Principles.both Miniſtring to ic, and form- 
ed by it (for their influence. is mutual.) 
There's ſcarce any thing more oppoſite to 
Publick Uſefulneſs, or leſs conſiſtent with 
the Precepts, Deſign, and, true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity; « Fc former is that which my 
Sbjct = calls me. to cranes, . and. 
reſtifie A pil, that . without doing fo I 
cannot. fic fally handle this Doctrine, 
But who cag.doybt che DeltruAitencls of 
Ga 6 9b 0 Publick Benefit and Service 
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if you obſerve the way and behaviour of 


all forts of Perſons who are acted by it ? 
For under its impulſe ir is, that 


1. Men confine their Uſefulneſs to their 
own Faction, as if they were indebred to 
ſeek the good of none beyond it; nay, as 
if Conſcience obliged them againſt all Art- 
tempts for Benefits more common and ex- 
tenſive. They judge all Men, our of their 
Herd, unworthy of their love, concern, 
or” labour ; what's the Publick to them, 
further than as things affe& their own ? 
Ler the Ship fink, ſo their Cabbin can be 
ſaved ; they'll obſtruct all Sertlement in 
Church or State, if it be any other than a 
Provilion for their Se&, or managed by 
any beſides themſelves, yea, ſcruple nor 
. to advance their Party upon the Ruins of 
the Publick, as Men ſee from Age to Ape. 
2. What 1s it to ſuch Bigots, if true 
_ Chriſtianity prevail with Men, or Con- 
yerts be multiplied, unleſs they become 
their Proſelites? Alas! rhey judge no 
| Man Religious, or Good, out of their own 
Garb 3 they ſurmize him Carnal, who can- 
not pronounce their Shibbolerh, and do as 
| good as ſay, they are all in a Damnable 
State who ar all oppoſe them. Hence 
ſuch people are far more. induſtrious ro 
bring Men to a compliance with their fond 
Peculiarities, than to a fubjeRion to the 

F grea 
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_ greatand'moſt undoubted Precepts of the 
Goſpel, Mat. 23: 15. which is a publick 
Miſchief, as in other reſpects, ſo alſo in 
this : Men hereby waſte that Time, 
Strength and Labour, upon an unprofitable, 
(if nor hurcful) Trifle, which, by a publick 
Spiric, would be employed .in Subſervi- 
ency to what is really advantagious, viz. 
To make Men Holier and Safer for Eter- 
nicy. Yer, 

3. As if this Effe& of ſucha Spirit were 
not harmful enough to the Publick, it fur- 
ther prompts Men ro malign, the moſt 
Uſeful, to obſtrut the molt proſperous 
Succeſles of the Goſpel, to blaſt the moſt 
profitable Miniſters, and overturn flou- 
rithing Churches, by dividing and defa- 
ming Methods, with Lies, Violence, and 
baſeſt Artifice, as it they thought Juſtice, 
Kindneſs and Truch, were due only to Men 
of their own Opinion, and Cruelty, Trick- 
ing, and Faiſhood, were warranted, if not 
required, towards all who differ, Gal.5.10, 
& 6. 10, 12, 15, 16. Yea, it ſtops not 
here ; what Poverty, Stlencings, Impri- 
ſonments, Tortures, and Bloodſhed, both 
by Perſecution and Wars, do Men, fo 
ſpiriced, greedily inflict, and bring upon 
Mankind ? Neighbour Nations, yea, our 
own proclaim. Such Actings indicate this 
narrow (ſpirit to prevail 3 ſuch a ſpirit pre- 
vailing; will preduce all thoſe ge” if 

; | there | 
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there be but power. It may obtain under 
very different forms, but is not the more 
innocent for any of them, tho' it reigns in 
ſome of moſt. The beſt Cauſe will nor 
hallow ſuch a frame ;' the worſt Caule ge- 
nerally hath: moſt of it, and: very oft it is_ 
a ſign thereof. But where-ever it is Chriſt 
w1ll not own it, his Intereſt, in a common 
Good, is ſure to loſe by it 5 it ſprings 
from carnal ſelfiſhneſs, ' it's acted and ex- 
cited by the Devil, whatever is pretended 
for its Juſtification, and it tends to pub- 
lick. hure of: the higheſt kind: Surely it's 
no part: of, nor joined with that W:/dom 
which is from above, which is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, eaſie to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without injuring, and 
without bypocriſie, Jam. 3. 15, 17. no, it's 
from what is Earthy, Senſual and Devil:ſh. 

_;Lerr us all watch then againſt che In- 
fetion.of fuch a remper, for it's too nacu- 
ra]! to our unrenewed part to allow Secu- 
city, yea, tho: our Opinians be moſr Or- 
thodox : Satan will celude you ro it under 
the Name of Zeal, for he knows thar Zeal 
muſr degenerate into Helliſh Fire when ir 
blazeth, in the former inſtances 3 yea, 
when it moves thereto. "The quenching 
of ſuch -a.Spirit, .in others, 15 our Duty, or, 
at leaſt, refifting ic, that it prevail not to a 
publick Mitchief; nor is he worthy of rhe 
Name-of a'Man; publickly: Ulefnl, tha 
7 | F 2 Garg 
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Care not venture all to oppole 1t ; and the 
rather, becauſe it's as much worſe than 
Brutiih, as the Devil is worſe than a Brute, 
2nd in many reſpe&s gives that wound to 
Religion, and: a publick Good, which 
open Prophaneſs is not capable of giving. 
Nothing but a true publick Chriſtian Spi- 
rit can expel it, and without that there 
will be no aptneſs. to contribute to that 
progreſs of the Goſpel in the World, 
which we daily. pray for ; nora poſhhbiliry 
to maintain, or improve ſuch a Mercy, by 
walking in Unity, Love and Peace, to 
common Edification. To all which, this 
narrow Spirit of a Party 1s (o irreconcile- 
able and deſtructive, that giving way there» 
ro, will no more allay it than pouring Oil 
into a Fire, Happy Times, when Divine 
Light and Love will fo abound, that Self- 
{ſeekers can ſerve no turn by ſuch a ſpirit, 
and the Honeſt-minded ſhall- neither be 
endangered, nor infected by it ; then, and 
nct till then, will a Publick Good be ge- 
nerally purſued. 

3 Inf. We ſee one great reaſon why 
Seit-denial is fo propoſed by Chriſt to all 
his Diſciples. 

This is the farſt Article to which all his 
Followers are to ſubmit, Mar. 16. 24. If 
any Man will be my Diſciple, let him deny 
himſcif, take up his Croſs, and follow me, The 
two laſt are impoſſible to ſuch, as agree 
not 


mm 


a Publick Spirit, 69 
not to the firſt. Bur beſides the negeſſity 
thereof to theſe, Self denial is abſolutely 
requiſite to thoſe Services, which Chriſt 
deligneth by his Diſciples, to each other, 
and to the World ; as Sal: they are to 
ſeaſon a corrupt World, as Lights ro en- 
lighten a blind World, 44ar. 5. 13, 14: 
Wiſdom is to be ju/tifed by them, Luk. 7. 
vV. 35. The vertues of God 10 be publiſhed, 
I Pet. 2. 9. They are to propagate the In- 
cereſts of our blefled Redeemer, &c. Bur 
which of theſe can we ſablerve, if Self be 
not denied > All impediments co attempt 
{uch a Work, and moſt of our unficnels ro 
accomplith ir, do ariſe from carnal Selfiſh- 
neſs ; where this is ſubdued, Men are rea- 
dy and prepared to be common Bleſſings, 
as opportunity is afforded. Then Sloth 
will not delay, Fear ſh3ll not diſcourage, 
Ambitious or Covetous aims muſt not di- 
vert from any Labours that others may be 
benefited by z whereas carnal Self muſt 
have our Eaſe jndulged, our Hamour gra- 
tied, and Safery, Credir, and Worldly 
Advantages, provided for, whatever be- 
comes of Chriſt's Intereſts, or a Publick 
Weal. He thar denieth himfſeif mot, will 


| be moſt beneficial ; he that cannot do this 


at all, will rarely attempt, infallibly ſpoil, 
and eaſily quit any publick Service. A 
Self-ſeekins Man will not propole, or pro- 
{ecute a common Good, fitther than his 
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own preſent Intereſts do invite. A Self- 
indulging Man will' manage his Endeavours 
{o, as that the Obſtacles ro his ſucceſs, by 
his own Behaviour, will exceed the utmolt 
he contribures to it. A Self-confident Man 
will over-look the good he might do, at- 
tempt what he 1s unfit for, and, as a juſt 
rebuke from God, diſcover his own weak- 
neſs, inflead of being proſpered in what he 
doth foolithly Enterprize in his own 
Strength. 

' Did you firictly examine your Hearts 
and Ways, it would appear moſt Men's 
unuſefulneſs proceeds from their fſelfath- 
neſs; this locks your Cofters that you 
cannot give, this benums your Powers 
that you will nor a& ; this ſpieth the Lion 
in the way that you Gare not go, this feels 
che Burden, counts the Charge, and re- 
tents the Inconveniencies of Service, as 
r00 grez2t to be Encured for it z whereas, 
in all eminent Uletulneſs, we do negle& 
the Counſel, Counter-a&t the Projects, 
and cfter violence to the Inclinations ot 
Self, Gal, 1.16. and therein we mult a& 
not only as fuch who are nor their own, 
but as them who have no Will of their own 
to Obey, no ſelfith curn to Serve, nor 
tumour to Gratifile, 'When therefore 
{e]fi(hnels is ſo certain an obſtructer of the 
QOſes Chriſt deiigned his Members to, 
how fit was it to make our denial of ita 
Prime 
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prime part of true Chriſtianity, and try 
his genuine Followers by their conſent 
thereto, eſpecially when all publick Mit- 
chiefs do as fruly ſpring from Self indulg'd, 
as. publick Benefits do from this denied ? 
Miſerable Man, ſince his Lufts are become 
himſelf, and rational Self-love become a 
ſtranger. Happy Chriſtian, who beſt con- 
{ults his own true Interefls, by trampling 
on his Luſts, reſtraining his irregular De- 
ſires, ard rejecting an undue concern for 
Body, and Earthly Afﬀiirs, that he may 
live co Chriſt, and a common Good : This 
Man knows he ſhail find his rrueſt (elf moit 
oratified, ſecured, and provided for, in 
renouncing and oppoling this his greateit 
Enemy. tho' called Self. 

I thall, in the next place, Exhort you 
and my felf, according to the nature of this 
Truth which I have explained. 

1. Letus be aſhamed, and duly hambled, 
for our unuſefulneſs in our Generation 

Who of us fails not under the charge of 
this fault > And ſurely, bluthings and griet, 
are very proper where the charge is true 3 
but knowing how loth we are to acknow- 
ledge our fault, and as backward to be at- 
fected with the ſence of it, when it's to0 
plain to be denied. I ſhall endeavour, | 

I. To convince ycu of your unuſefui- 
neſs in your Generation, that fo we may 
not plead we are ignorant, if we are guilty. 
F 4 | 2. £0 
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2. To excite you to ſhame and ſorrow for 
your Unuſefulneſs when under conviction 
of the Guilt. 

I. For conviction of the Guilty. To this 
end review your Talents, and the im- 
provements of them, for publick Good ; 
admit, yea, excite your Conſciences, to 
compare your Diſtributions with your 
Stock, your Labour with your Strength, 
and your publick Services with your Time, 
Gifts, and Opportunities ; deal herein as 
in the fight of Chriſt, whoſe Eyes are as a 
flame of Fire, Rev. 1. 14 and be not un- 
concerned whether you find out your fin or 
not, for your Ignorance prevents not your 
Guilr, if the Charge be true, tho' it will 
hinder your Repentance, whereby your 
puniſhment becomes unavoidable. O then, 
Jer each of us ask our ſelves ſuch Queſtions 
25 theſe : Have I ever propoſed to live to 
God's Honour, in the good of others, as 
the great end of Life> Or have not I ut- 
terly dilregarded it > Have I done good 
ro 25 many perſons as I had a Call to, and 
opportunity for > Or have not I wilfully 
exempted very many, to whom I ſtood 
obli:ed ? Hath the good that I havedone 
in the World, been in proportion to my 
utmoſt Ability ? . Or hath it been very Jit- 
tle, and inconfiderible, compared with 
whar I could have done > Did I begin ro 
be Utſefnl as ſoon as I was capable, m 
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do I continue fo to this time, or was I not 
far in years before | began > Or have I 
not deſerted it, after I mace fome hope- 
ful beginnings ? Am I ſeriouſly concerned 
to ſee ſo many Sinners poiiing to Heit ? 
Doth my Heart bleed ac the miſerable 
condition of the-poor and difirefſed? Am 
I very folicitous for the Ciurches well- 
fare and the Natious happineſs, fo as to ſer 
my ſelf to redreis Evil and help the Good 
of each in my place? And this to the ex- 
tenc of my Power ? Or, am not I one that 
ſlight the wickedneſs the World lies in, 
want Boweis to the cifirefled > If I 
abound, ſeldom think or care what be- 
comes of the Cluurch or Nation, fo that I 
and my Friends be but ſafe and thrive ; 
and accordingly I employ and ſpare my 
Eſtate, Labour, Gifts, and Power. 

What Anſwer doth an awakened Con- 
ſcience give to theſe Queſtions? Dork ic 
not accuſe you ? Muſt it not preſent to you 
a ſad account of great Omiſhons and ma- 
. ny Negle&s > Have you no ſuch ferret 
miſgivings as thele ? ] ſear | have been a 
dry Tree, and barren Soil ; few have 
cauſe to bleſs God for my Lite. Oh, tie 
little Good I have ever as yet attempred 
to do to others! What Fruic 1 have born 
hath been ro my elf, with unirutiul 
Ephraim, Hol. 10. 1. If 3ny have been 
benefited by any thing I have given ot 
dont, 
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done, it hath been by God's over ruling it, 
and ſeldom with any deſign or good will 
of mine 3 or, at beſt, I have leſs intended 
the Good of others thereby than my own 
private Advantages for my Heart tells 
me, I coldly attempted the moſt promi- 
ſing Enterprize from which I expeRed 
not Applauſe or Profit. And ſoon gave 
it over when I had a proſped& of reproach, 
or loſs thereby. Oh that you would be 
faithful to your own Souls, and acknow- 
ledge your Guilt 3 eſpecially, if it be no- 
corious ! great Inſtances cannot be over- 
looked, unleſs you wilfully ſhut your Eyes. 
Whar Trade you have driven in the 
World muſt be known to you, tho' ſome 
Diverftons may be forgotten. Hath pub- 
lick Service for God been your buſineſs 
1n any meaſure ? Or, have you made the 
very Worthip of God and your mot 
{eeming Obedience to ſubſerve Carnal 
Ends? Have you ſpent your Eſtate on your 
Luſts, or on the Publick Intereſts, and 
poor Members of Chriſt, next to the ſup: 
ply of your own and Families true Necef 
{1111es ? What Projects have had the chief 
Room 1n your Heads > What Matters 
hve fate cloſeſt to your Hearts > Were 
they ſerving your Generation, and ſaving 
your own Soul ? Or, were they the perith- 
ing Aﬀais of Life? Reſt not till you 
makea true Anſwer 3 nor till that, as po 
all 
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all doubt, be aſlented ro; that fo if un- 

vſefulneſs 1s imputed ro you by the All. 
ſeeing God, you may cry, I am guilty ; be- 

ing convinced of all, and juaged of all, I Cor. 

14. 24 


2. If you are guilty, be aſhamed and 
grieved. 
_ His Heart is Obdurate, if not Atheifti- 
cal, that owneth his unprofitableneſs with- 
out ſhame, ſeeing it's a thing ſo indecent and 
unbecoming 3 or without aftiicting Sor- 
row, it being a thing fo ſinful in its (elf, 
ſo unjuſt towards God, fo injurious to 
others, and hurtful ro your own Souls : 
Give way to ſome thoughts that ovghe ro 
{trike your ſecure unconcerned Minds. 


1. God keeps a Regiſter of his Gifts 
committed to you, and of your Neglects 
and Abufes in the employing of them: 
He knows what thou haſt done, and what 
thou mighteſt have done ; what you have 
aid out by his Rules, and what under the 
Conduct of your own Luſis; nothing of 
either did eſcape his view, or flip his me- 
mory ; the Account of both are as full and 
exact as if Entred in 4 Book, Rev. 20 12. 
and ihortly the whole wil} be read by thy 
telf, 'in a light which cannot be refuſed, 
yea, tranſcrived on thy very Conſcience, 
19 3s not to be blotted out. —_” 
th 
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- this by-ſerious reflexions, ana ſure it muſt 
fil you with ſhame and ſorrow, to ſee {o 
'much received, and fo little reſtored, by 
. applying it to the appointed Uſes, yea, fo 
much employed to very contrary purpoles ; 
ſo great an Eſtate, with little or nothing 
ro promote the Goſpel,or relieve the Poor, 
but a very great Sum waſted on thy Luſts, 
or hoarded to look upon. Will it nor af- 
tect to find your Names among Magiſtrates 
or Miniſters, capable for, and called to 
the re{pective Duties of ſuch Offices, for 
2 common Good ? And over-againſt your 
Names thus written, This Magiſtrate was 
no terror to Evil doers, no praiſe to ſuch 
as did well ? Nay, inſtead of reforming 
others, he corrvpted them by his counte- 
nance and example; inſtead of relieving the 
injared, he opprefled the Poor, perverted 
Juitice, and perſecured my Servants. 

This Miniſter did not reprove Sin 1m- 
partially and boldly, eſpecially if the of- 
fenders were ſuch as he expected benefit 
by ; he declared not my whole Counſel, 
but minced and choſe what was ſafeſt to 
himfeif, and moſt plealing ro others; he 
accommodated not his labours to the real 
benefit of all, but to the hamours of ſome; 
diſdaining plain Speech, affecting levity, 
frothy or amuſing diſcourſes : He was more 
jolicitous to know how he was praiſed, 
than how others did profit, He let Truth 
fink, 
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fink, and Errours gain ground, when he 
found his Name or Incomes ſhould tuffer 
by oppoſing the laſt, or aberting the friſt 3 
ſuch a time he dealt rreacherouſly with 
ſuch 8 ſuch Souls,he obſtructed a publick 
good, for his private advantage; - he excu- 
ſed himſelf from preaching, pleading, or 
ſpeaking, tho' he ſaw my Inſtereſt and the 
real benefit of others required it. How 
formal and cold in his performances, pray» 
erleſs and flothful in his preparations ! 
Partial and careleſs in Diſcipline, and un- 
exemplary in walking. Notions he rook 
up for Truths, without ſearch or other 
enquiry, then, is this the Opinion of a Man 
_ eminent with the Party I hope to live by ? 
and will it ſuit with the Fancies of theſe 
Men ? I might proceed herein, and annex 
the particular Caſes of others. Burt this 
may ſuffice ro mind you what a bluſh 
{ould it raiſe, what an anguiſh ſhould it 
* cauſe to ſee your Names thus underwrit- 
' ten in the Records of Heaven 3 and know, 
_ the Devil keeps alſo an account, as full as 
he can, that he may become your Acculer. 


2. You can make no Apology for your 
unuſeſulneſs, bur what's fit to aggravate 
your ſhame and forrow. A vain Mind, 
and a ſeared Conſcience, will ſuggeſt Ex- 
cuſes, and take up with them ; however 
falſe and frivolous they be : Bur _—_— 
there 
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there will be, which will pierce into the 
Nature and Truth of chings, and minifter 
ſuch an awakening Light, as {nall render | 
the maſt carelels and confident perſon 
ſpeechleſs, Matth, 22, 12. It were our mer- 
cy that we allowed nothing as a ſufficient 
Flea now, but what will be approved of 
at the Judgmenc Bar. Examine therefore 
the true Reaions why you have nor ſerved 
your Generation as: well as others. 


Obj. You'll pretend your utter incap+ | 
City for ſervice. | 

Anſ. 1. That is a goad Apology if true, 
for God expects not to reap where he hath 
not ſown, he 1s no ſuch bard Maſter, Matth, 
25. 26. None ſhall have ground to affix 
thar Character to him. Bur is this Excule 
true? can your Conſciences; as drowtie as 
they are, offer this Plea, and abide by it? 
viz, The only Reaſon:'why we were not 
Publick Bleflings, was, becauſe we had no 
gitc,,no opportunity, eſtate or power to be 
ſo. If Conſcience upon: a ſerious pauſe 
dare not fiick co this Excuſe, but con- 
demns thee, how muech' z-ore wil God or: 
demn thee, who u greater, and knoweth al 
chings ?\% John 3. 30- But if ſtill you ve 
rily believe tat the Objection: ſtates your 
Caſe;. :: : TE WT RE | 

Anſe 2. Let me ask you; Have: you i 
any 
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ally. pitied the Diſtreſſed whom you could 
not relieve2 Have you avoided being 
hurtful to others,.tho' you could not profit 
them? Have you earneſtly prayed for the 
Church of God, and the good of the Mi- 
ſ{crable World, bewailing the ſorrows of 
the firſt, and the miſery of the laſt > Do 
you rejoyce in,and bleſs God for thoſe who 
are uſeful, without envying the moſt emi- 
nent.> Wheg you delire an Eſtate or Gift, 
and bewail the want of chem, is the later 
moſtly becauſe you cannot. be uſeful, and 
the former that you way be ſo? Do you 
take all due pains, and uſe all good thrifr 
that.,you may.-have ſomewhat to. enable 
you to-be profitable? And if you are poor, 
and bave the help of others, do you make 
conſcience not to ask it till you need ; nor 
ask or take more than you need, that the 
Relief of rhe more neceſlitous may not be 
hindred ? If your hearts cannot honeſtly 
ay, theſe things anſwer my caſe, it's thus 
with me; then you have not a temper of 
mind to be uſeful if you had Abilities; and 
it's moſt probable you are more able co do 
good, than you have been faithful to do 
if. | 

Bur if indeed your Conſciences do juſtly 
witneſs, that you can ſo anſwer. to the 
aboye Queſtions, as that incapacity is the 
very Reaſon your Generation is not more 
ſerved by you than by your prayers _ 
POO 
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go0d'example 3 then you are not the per- 
{ons to whom my Reproof is directed, fo 
that you do'that little you can. 

Anſ. 3. But ſuch of you as are able' to 
ſerve their - Generation, -and neglect it, 
ſhould be more aſhamed and grieved when 
you conſider the true Cauſes of your un- 
profitablenels. 

Your Hinderances to: ſervice are from 
your ſelves; your Lufts have the great 
hand 1n aſſigning the- governing Reaſon : 
Look ar the baulks you have made, and 
the opportunities you have paſt unuſefully 
over:; and ask thy Conſcience, whence was 
it that I neglected this ? - can you be unaf- 
feted when you receive \this Anſwer ? 
my Covetoulneſs, my Pride, my Sloth, my 
Fear, my Unbelief, 'or my Unconcerned- 
nels for God's Honour, and; the Publick 
Good did hinder me, theſe made me un- 
willing and averie, thefe diverted my Abi- 
lities to another Chanel, and would not 
ſuffer me ro be uſeful and faithful in my 
Truſir; were not you governed by one or 
other of theſe, whenever you ſhut you Ears 
to the Cry of an aMicted: Church, of: ſtar- 
ved Miniſters, of a linking Nation, of dif- 
eaſed Souls, and the diſtreſſed Poor. 

If it be fo, as indeed it will be found, 
you have cauſe to be aſhamed and mourn. 
Doth it become Men to beander the Con- 
duct of {uch baſe Guides? In this _ 
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God hath called you to fhew your ſelves 
Men, - //a. 46. 8. But -much-more unbe- 
coming is this, to you that wear the Naine 
of Chriſtians; you are called and Redeem- 
ed to be zealous of good works, Tirm 2.14, 
Is this tobe-ſo ? Is this fo imitate or obey 
Chriſt whom you own for your Lord, and 
whoſe Livery you have put on? Follow 
the Chanel to the Fountain head ; be led 
by your 'actings to the poſture and frame 
of your hearts ; and judge what vile ſpirits 
a& you, 'what a dominion have-theſe Luſfts 
in your Soul, that rhus command your Ta- 
lents, and determine the ſcope of your 
Lives in oppoſition to the loudeſt Calls, 
Oh bluſh and weep, chat with all thy Lighc 
and Helps, under all thy Chriſtian Profet- 
fon and Hopes, thy heart is fo earthly and 
carnal, ſo ſenſual and devilith 5 fo full of 
hatred to God and Man, as the Authority 
of theſe Luſts import ; and thy unuleful- 
nels doth reſtifie in the cleareſt Lighr,- the 
Holy Spirit hatch made no ſaving change if 
you are altogether uleleſs; the change ar 
moſt is very 1mperfect, whiles your uſefu!- 
neſs is ſo: much hindred-by theſe: unſub- 
dued Lufts: The very unproficable muſt 
be made other Men, Mate."12. 33. and the 
leſs profitavie 'are not very good Men. 
You have tliole. dry leaves/and thole dead 

branches which may well- pat you to the 
| rad 220k woe blutb, 


| 
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bluſh, and fill you with fear, Fobz 15. 2, 
the unfruitful branch will be caſt our. 


3. Your unuſefulneſs exprefleth that 
creachery, ingratitude and injuſtice towards 
God, which muſt cauſe ſhame and ſorrow 
in every thinking perſon. 

The lealt acquaintance with the Infinite 
God, as our Owner, Ruler and Benefactor, 
would iirike an amazement and terror 1a our 
minds, that this ſort of demeanour to- 
wards him, ſhould be juſtly aſcribed to any 
of us; yet as far as. publick unuſefulneſs 
is our Crime, all this baſe Treatment of 
God is chargeable upon us. 


x. It's Treachery towards God, as it's 
contrary to out Profeſſion, a breach of our 
Vows, and betraying our Truſt. Let's con- 
fider this in three parts. | 


1. When you profeſs your ſelves the 
Servants of God, the followers of Chriſt, 


inſpired by | his Spirit, ſatisfied with his 


Covenant Bieflings as your Portion, Ex- 
pecants of his heavenly Rewards, and 
acknowledgers of him as your Ultimate 


End. Do not you hereby profeſs that you - 


2re empioyed about his work, and ſerving 
bis purpoſes in the World,that this is your 
Trade, and the buſineſs of your Life. You 
who profeſs your ſelves Chriſtians, profeſs 
no 
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no leſs than what I have above deſcribed ; 


but pray ſee how empty a profeſſion it is; 
how far otherwiſe you do than you pre- 


| tend, and what other ſort of People you 


are than you would ſeem to be; when all 
this while you negle&t God's work, and 
follow your own; you overlook his de- 
ſigns, and ſerve your own turn: May not 
God ſay, They profeſs to ſerve me, bur in: 
works they deny me, Titus 1. 16. With their 


| menth they ſhew much kindneſs, but their heart 


goeth after their Covetouſneſs, Ezek. 33.31. 
and after their Pride, and after their ſelfiſh 


| Deſigns. 


Do you thigk God will be mocked, or 
that you can impoſe on him? it cannor bes 
bluſh chen at your own falſhood ; whiles 
your heads are ſo ſeldom projefting how 
ſhall we beſt honour our God, and form © 
his Intereſts, if you are ſatisfied with an 
empty noiſe, or theatrical (hew ; fear leſt 
Chriſt apply himſelf to. you as to Fudas, 
Betrayeſt thou me with a kiſs ? Luke 22, 48. 
Do you profels all this, that you may be 
exempred from promoting my concerns in 
the World 5 yea, that you may diſ-ſerve 
me the more in betraying my Cauſe by 
your connivance and neglects ? Oh let us 
mourn that our very profeſſion reſtifies 
againſt ns ! 

2. Unuſefulneſs is a breach of your 
Vows, made to the Living God. 

| G 2 Your 
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Your Baptiſmal Vow: includes a ſo- 
lemn dedication of 'your ſelves and all you 
have to Farher, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with 
an engagement: of living tor God, and not 
to his Rivals, be they the World, Fleſhor 
Devil. Confider your unuſefuineſs,and ſee, 
's that a performance of .chis Engagemenr, 
or .conliſter:t wich it? Sure by-your beha- 
viour you think ir was an errour that you 
made this Vow, Eccl:{.5. 6.:but know, 
they are no Chriſtians who conſent not to 
it ; and having engaged, you cannot think 
that meer making this Vow was princi- 
pally deſ:zgned 1n- Chriſt's Inflication 3 no, 
it was ordained to be made, that you might 
be more fecftibly obliged :ro execute it, 
eſpecially in ſo principal a part of it. How 
ever light you make of your great and wil- 
ful unſerviceableneſs in your day, you are 
therein no leſs than perftidious and perjured 
in breaking your Oarhs, and thoſe oft re- 
.newed before:the Lord ar his Table, ofc 
it may be 1n Sickneſs ; beſides the Oaths 
you have taken as Magiſtrates or Miniſters. 

To your Perfidiouſneſs you have added 
Sacriledge again your Self-dedication, of 
which hereafter. Ougit not our Souls 
bleed to think, . I gave up my (elf and my 
all co God, to ſerve and honour him, to 
plead Chriſt's Caufe, and advance his In- 
terelts, to.live for him, and not; for my 


{-if ; Yea, I have figned his Covenant to [- 
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do this, and vowed 1t uporr the Memorials 
of his Death; and 1n ſeveral Extremities 
when Conſcience repreſented my dange- 
fous negle&ts; and yet notwithſtanding 
211, I employ my Eſtate, 'my Time, 'my 
Gifts, my Power, as if at full liberty to uſe 

em as I pleaſe; as if Chriſt had no Tn- 
tereſt to be ſerved by me; or I were under 
no obligation to ſpend 'or adventure any 
thing for his ſervice. 


3. You have betrayed that Truſt which 
God committed to you. 

Whoever is a Miniſter of Chriſt, is a 
Steward to whom the Truths and Infiru- 
nons of Chriſt are entruſted, to maintain, 
diſpence and defend, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. He is 
a Paſtor, to whoſe care the Flock of Chriſt. 
is commirted, 1 Per. 5. 2. In becoming 
Miniſters, we undertake this Truſc. The 
Life of Souls is very much commitrted ro 
vs as Watch-men, Ezth. 3, 8. It cannot be 
denied then thar a carelets feifih unfairh- 


ful Miniſter betrays 'his Truſt; he dil 


chargeth not what he hach undertaken, 
but deals falfly and treacherouſly with 
our faithfal Lord. 

Magiſtrates are entruſted wich God's 
Sword, and Subjects committee] ro their 
care to the degree of power which they 
have over them ; doth not thar Magiſtrate 


_ thendeal rreacherouſly with God in be- 
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traying this Truſt, when he preſerveth not 
the Innocent, but defends the Guilty, &c. 
Yea, all the Talents any Man hath, is pur 
into his hands ro lav our as God directs 
for a common Good; and every one whom 


we ought to benefit by that Talent, is 


commitrted ro our Truſt as far as his Wel- 
fare depends upon that ſupply. | 

Yea, Chriſt bath intruſted every Chri- 
ſtian with his Honour, with his Intereſts, 
and with the advancement of his Kindom 
in this World. We are intruſted as his 
W itneſles,bis Soldiers,&c.Bur, lec us bluſh 
and mourn, that as far as we neglected to 
ſerve our Generation, we have betrayed 
all his publick Concerns in this World; 
all chat he bath pur into our hands. Ah! 
- had none been more faichful than we, his 

Goſpel, his Miniſtry, his Members had 
been in a condition more deplorable than 
they. be. O that my Eyes were Waters! 
Treachery 1s a vile blot 5 Treachery to- 
wards God is the worit fort: And yet this 
have you been guilty of; yea, in ſaddeſt 
Inſtances, viz. belying your. Profefhon, 
breaking your Vows, and betraying your 
Truſt. May it not well fill you with con- 
faſton 2? | 


* 2. By your Unuſefulneſs you have dealt 
ungratefully with God. | | 
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' Tagratitude is a monſtrous Crime, and 
becomes more ſo, as he deſerveth well at 
our hands againt whom we are unegrateful. 
Where there is any Ingenuiry there will 
be relentings, to think how God hath de- 
{erved our acmo(t Service, and whar a baſe 
requiral we have made by our great neg- 
tedts. He hath nor ſpared bis own Son, but 
2xve him to be a Sactifice for us when Ene- 
mies ; and we have grudged-a few pounds, 
murmured at a little labour, or hazard, in 
fetving him, who is our beſt Friend, and 
daily Benefactor. JU is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive, Act. 20. 35+ God hath 
made us able to give, and others in need 
to receive, when he might have pur them 
in our caſe and us 1n theirs ; yer we baſely 
refuſe ro obey him, in giving out of our 
abundance to ſuch as want ic. How un- 
thankful are we to the giver of all our 
Gifts 2 Thar we refuſe ro Honour him, by 
nſtructing the Ignorant, and reclaiming 
Tranſgreflors, when he could as eafiiy have 
qualifed them to Inſtruct us, and lefr us in 
2 greater need of their aſſiſtance than they 
are of ours. Whatever we are, have, or 
hope for, are the Fruirs of his meer Boun- 
ty, and diſtinguiſhing Favour to us 3 that 
we are capable tro do him any ſervice, or 
others any good, are Endowments he dif- 
penced to us by Name, and that theſe ſhall 
not be uſed at all for him, is high Ingrati- 
G 4 tude. 
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tude. In Mercy he hath long tried us, he 
hath ſpared us again and again, after that 
.our Barrenneſs hath provoked him to cut 
us off, as well as others whom he hath caſt 
out, Luk. 13.8. and {till we abuſe his pa- 
tience, and perſiſt ro cumber the ground, 
and be little profitable to any. By great 
Rewards he invites us, by great Affiſtances 
he encourageth us to that which he might 
bind us to, at,our peril, by his meer Com- 
mand, yer, as bale Wretches; we loyter, 
yea, refuſe his Work; we wave what's 
hard, and think roo much of what is 
eaſteſt ; we caſt oft all that we can tolera- 
bly rid our ſelves of. 

Ought not it ro be for a Lamentarion, 
and the more ſo, if you can bur diſcern 
the malignity and contempt you have ex- 
prefled rowards God in your unthankful 
returns? What's the Language of your re- 
fuſing to ſerve your Generation hitherto ? 
No kinder,' no more expreflive of Grati- 
rude, for all his favours, than this 3 God 
celerves not my Pains, my Eſtate would 
be foolith)y laid out for him ;-: what is he 
to me, that 1] ſhould diſturb my Eaſe, ha: 
zard my Name, diſpleaſe my Friends, or 
tuffer any thing for a common Good ? For 
my part, ſo that all will be of my Mind, 
lec Chriſt the Redeemer have none to Ho- 
nour him, ler Saran carry away the whole | 
Spo1i], ler the Goſpel of Chriſt wy no. 
Place, 
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place, : let his: Miniſters and Members 
periſh as well as need, let Heaven have no 
Tribute from this World but Blaſphemies, 
let God be reproached, by entruſting ſuch 
a one as I am, with what might benefit the 
Community, : let.this Earth.of the Lords 
be a Hell for Miſery and Sins (fo let all 
be, rather than I'1] run any danger, ſuſtain 
any labour, or be at any expence or trou- 
ble. Yet this hath been che Language of 
your unprofitable Behaviour, as far as you 
have allowed it, and God doth fo interpret 
it, however partial you are towards your 
ſelves. 

Is not this horrid Iograticude co our 
Blefled Lord ? And do dry Eyes, or a Face 
lifted up, agree hereto? We may deſer- 
vedly take up thoſe words, we are aſhamed : 
and confounded, becauſe we bear the re- 
proach of our paſt times, Fer. 31. 19. it's 
time to bluth, when all his ſpecial favours 
do thus reproach us, and our returns have 
breathed (uch grols Ingratitude. 


3. Your Unuſefuineſs hath been che 
bigheſt Injuſtice againſt God. 

Whiles you have refuſed to be profita- 
ble according to your Ability, you have 
denied to render to God that which is his 
own; you have defrauded, and fſacrile- 
giouſly with-held and mil-applied that 
which was his and not yours. Whoſe are 

you! 
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you your ſelves ? Whole are all your. Gifts 
and Eſtares which you have thus grudged? 
They are the Lords; of every Talent he 
may juſtly ſay, its my own, Mar. 25. 27. The 
Cattle upon a thouſand Hills are mine, Pla}. 
50.I., The Earth is the Lords, and the ful- 
neſs rhereof, Pal. 24.1. Hence he faſtens 
injury. on Idolatrous 1/rael, Ezek. 16. 17, 
18,19. Thou didſt take thy Jewels of my 
Gold and my Silver, and thou haſt ſet my Oil 
and my Incenſe before thy Idols, and my 
Ateat, 6c. Bur eſpecially, berhink your 
ſelves how many ways yoz, even you, Un- 
uſeful ones, are his. You are the Work of 
his Hands, he gave you a Being, or you 
h:9 never exiſted; he gave you to be what 
YOU 2re, even 1r3:12nai Creatures, which 
be was no inovre neceifitated to make you 
than crawlinue Toads, Fob 33.6. 
te /ujtains you in Being and in your 
Conicity for ſervice : In him we hve, and 
:0vy. £14 have our being, Acts 7. 25. By 
his 60u1ty are you provided for ; and by 
';'7 watchſul Eye preſerved every Moment, 
- Gen. 48. 15, 16. | 
| You were Redeemed by the Blood of. 
Chit, he bought you into a capacity for 
ſervice, when you were fetter d in Priſon 1n 
order to eternal Vengeance, Zech. g. 17. 
Luke 1. 74- | 
You have ſolemrly owned the claim of 
God in Chriſt to you, by offering #p your 
ſelves, 


a Publick-Spirit, or 
ſelves, and all you poſſeſs, to this Glorious 
One ; anſwerably ro Rom. 12. 1. where- 
by thou art his alſo by ſelf-dedicarion. 
Seeing then his claims ro you are thus 
various and univerſal, how much have you 
wronged him, in denying him the uſe of 
his own.,. and done your utmoſt to defear 
him in the End for which be created and 
redeemed you? Did not he creare ll chings 
for himſelf ? To bring him Glory, and do 
him Service, to the degree whereof they 
were capable, Prov. 16. 4. Col. 1,16. Chriſt 
died and roſe, that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and living.Rom-14. 9. Was not this 
that he might rule all; diſpoſe of all, and 
be ſerved by all > How unrighteons then 
have you been;as far as unuſefulneſs is y our 
Faulr, you have carried it as if he could 
not do with this own as he pleaſed, You his 
Creatures have refuſed ro go on his Er- 
rand ; or. work in his Vineyard, Marth. 21. 
29, 30. You his pwchaſed Ones have not 
agreed to /erve him with your Bodies and Spi- 
rits, which are his, 1 Cor. 6.20. His Mo- 
ney you have refuſed to give as he directs. 
His Ofhice,& Power you have neglected ro 
2pply to the Ends and by the Rules which 
he preſcribes. His Gifts have been facri- 
legiouſly taken away from the ſervice to 
which he allotted them. 
" Have nor your Ways: been in al! this 
unequal ? And can you own it v "_- 
' vin 
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 Bluſhings; -and renting your very Heafts ? 
Our unafefulneſs ought not to be lightly 
eſteemed by us, when it's ſo full of Frea- 
 chery, Ingratitude, and Injuſtice, towards 
the Lord our God::' Paul knew Service 
went with God's Title, That God whoſe 1 
am, and whom [1 ſerve, At. 27. 23. 


4. You thould be aſhamed and grieved 
for your: Unuſefulneſs, becauſe it hath 
been very- injurious to all Perſons whom 
you have neglected to be profitable to. 

They have a joint charge of Wrong 
againſt you, in that you have defrauded 
them of what was theirs in Right, tho' 
you' detained it. We are Debrors to as 
many as God hath appointed us to be uſe- 
fol, Rom. I. 14- 

God directed to them, by: you, what- 
ever helpor benefic he requires you to con- 
fer on them, and therefore you have acted 
the part of a fraudulent Meſſenger in diſ- 
owning their claim, and with-holding 
what's their due. | 

The Church of God may complain, 
This was he who owed me great Ser- 
vice, but he never rendred it to me 
in my Miniſters, or my Members ; he 
did nothing for my Defence, Enlargement, 
or Improvement. 

Your Country may exclaim, This Man 
enjoy 'd; my Defence, Plenty, and Conve- 
mencies, 


_ 
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niencies, and was capable, by his Prayers, 
Vores, Purſe and Gifts, to have contri- 
bured to my Welfare, but he hath .wick- 
edly ſought himſelf, and ſerved himſelf 
of me, but I am no way benefited by 
him' in my Reformation, Safery, or: Li- 
berty, &c. | KEE H 

Your Families have a Right to Godly 
Education, as well as other Benefits ; but 
they do teſtifte againſt you as injurious, 
1n not inſtructing, -- perſwaging,/ and firi- 
ving with them, to reſcue them from the 
power of the Devil,” and to become de- 
yored to the Lord. 

The Poors cryes go up to Heaven againſt 
you, for keeping back their Portion - of 
your Subſtance, and denying that Advice 
and Help whereby - you might have made 
them uſeful and comfortable. - - 

Such juſt Complaints may well touch 
their Hearts againſt whom they are direct- 
ed; perhaps you would hate to defraud 
any Man in what the Laws of the Land 
declare-unjuſt, but is not the Law of Na- 
ture; and the potitive Laws of God, zs 
ſpfhcient ro determine what's, Juſt or-Un- 
inſt, as Humane Laws can be ?: And theſe 
.do accuſe you to: be 10jurious: to: Men in 
your wiltu} poprofitablenets.-: 

- Bur beſides all this,: 1t may be:many: are 
.exclaiming againft you amongthe Damned 
already, as accellary to their Miferies, by 
ito Lis your 
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your neglects as well as otherwiſe. They 
are dead in their fin for want of thy re- 
proof, and thy flackneſs in pulling them 
out as Brands out of the burnings. If our 
Hearts have any tenderne(s under a ſence 
of ſo many and manifeft-injuries, we muſt 
feel this Wickedneſs much embittered to 
Us. Fo 


5. You ſhould bluſh at, and bewail your 
Unuſefulneſs as it 1s a great hurt to your 
{elves. 

Unprofitable perſons govern them(elves 
by a great miſtake, in that they fall into 
miſchief the way they think ro eſcape 
it ; to avoid Self-hurt, they refrain being 
uſeful co others, but youll find that there- 
by you incur a far greater damage. For 
fear of loſs, you kept from others whac 
you ought to have laid out for their Re- 
lief, and you think it's ſo much faved for 
'your own benefit, but God will ſo order 
matters, that all ſuch riches were kept to your 
own hurt, Eccl.5. 139, Whenever power 
15 miſ-applied, or not exerted for common 
Benefic, that's the time wherein a Man ruleth 
over another to his own hurt, Eccl. 8. 9, 

- Folly, whendetected, is cauſe of ſhame: 
Miſchief, when perceived, forceth ſorrow 
in him on. whom it falleth ; it's your Blind- 
neſs and-Infidelity, that you now find nor, 
in your great Unuſefulneſs, the 'plaineſt 
evidence 
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evidence of both, but what Unbelief will 
not now diſcern, Experience ſhortly will 
force the ſecureſt of you ro acknowledge, 
and that to the filling of you with ſhame 
and grief. Oh that you would conſider 50ur 
latter end, Deut. 32. 29. #- e. that you 
would conſider what this (ſelfiſh barren) 
courſe will come to, what it will end in. 
I can by good warrant aflure you, it will 
not be either ſo comfortable, nor gainful, 
2s to juſtifke your Negledts. You, per- 
haps, will ſay, With what I ſave by nor 
relieving the Poor, or promoting any 
good Deſign, I ſhall. get an Inberitance the 
more baſtily by (Oo much. Is it ſo ? Take 
God's Word for an Aoſwer, But the end 
thereof ſhall not be Bleſſed, Prov. 20. 21. 
Write that as a Prophecy upon whatever 
of your Eſtates God hath forbidden you 
to lay up, by his Call co lay it out. The 
ſame is applicable to all chat Strength, . 
Szfety, Credit, or Intereſt, you think you 
ſecure, by negleRing to ſerve your Gene- 
ration; the end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed. 

To Evidence this, and thereby further 
Convince you that Unulſefulneſs yields 
_ reaſon of thame and ſorrow ; of ſhame; 
by your folly in it, of ſorrow by the mif- 
chief of ir. Conſider, 


I. You can keep nothing with a Bleſſing 
which you have gotten or ſaved by Un- 
uſefalnels ; 
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uſefulneſs ; very oft God even diſappoints 
Men of getting what they propoſe” to ger, 
by their unfaichfalneſs to him, and unuſe- 
fulneſs to others 5 with Balaam they mils 
of what they fo greedily deſire, and ſome 
- way or other God {1gnally defeats the:nin 
the danger they thought to prevent, - and 
the benche they expected ;, ſo rhar they 
are forced to ſay, even-at preſent, I have 
neither ſaved, nor gotten any thing, by re- 
fuſing to ſerve my Generation ; Iam as poor 
as if I had laid out for God whar I cove- 
touſly wich held, Prov.' 11. 24. 'I] am as 
much reproached, and as littie efteemed, 
by-cheſe Men, for fear of whoſe Tongues, 
or Diſlike, I betrayed tiie Truth, as if I 
had faithfully adiher'd to ir. 
But apon ſuppolition you have made 
ſomspreſent Advantage, yet you may not 
long keep it, God may ſoon blaſt it co the 
rerror of. others. © J#das ſoon parted with 
the Silver he got -by betraying Chritt, 
Matth. 27.34, ſome have been burnt in 
their Houſe, by -God's Hand, who refuſed 
ro burn for the Truths fake. 
Aaanias (00n loit-che ule of what he re- 
ſerved from publick Service, and his Life 
tothe :Bargain, A#, 5.:cap. Oh! how 
many remarkable Inſtances are” upon Re- | 
cord, of the rained Families of ſuch as ac- 
quir'd:Eftaces by unfzirhfulnels-ro God, 
anU/uncharitabieneſsto Men? ay 
: POLLED! ren 
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dren could not keep what their Pa- 
rents perfidiouſly hezped. Nay, Exam- 
ples are very many, thar did nor keep, for 
their own time, the Wealth or Repurarion 
which they ſecured ar the price of a com- 
mon Harm, but became Beggarly and In- 
famous. 

God hath made many Men's Parts to 
wither, and their Health to decay, whoſe 
Sloth made their Gifts and Strength un- 
uſeful ro the Publick ; ſuch a Method 
God took with /ſrael, when they diſre- 
garded God's Houſe, and over-regarded 
their own, Hag. 1. 4, 9,11. Ye looked fer 
much, and it came to little, and when ye 
brought it home 1 did blow upon it. Why, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſtes Becauſe of mine 
Houle that lies waſte, and ye run every Man 
into his own Hou'ee What advantage they 
g0r was (mall, and that ſoon turned to no 
Accuunt, becauſe of God's Blaſt ; it was 
preſently reduced to nothing. | 

But ſuppoſing God , for wiſe Eads, 
ſuffer you to keep what you have gotten 
or ſaved, yet | am ſure you cannot keep jt 
with a Bleſſing. If you are Ungodiy it's 
your Snare, which is the wortt of Curles ; 
If you have ferious Spirits, you mult. ua 
ealiiy enjoy it, and uſe it wich bitter re* 
fections, as what you hold not with God's 
CGood-will; a deſecrated accurled thing, 
that hazarderh and curſerh the reſt, which, 

| {1 Without 
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without this, might have been poſleſs'd 
_ comfortably and ſafely; yea, and have 
been employed to bleſſed Uſes, whereas 
now God difdains to accept, or facceed the 
reſidue to his Service, but he embittereth 
it to your diſquiet, as well as eimptieth it 
to your diſliiisfaction. 


2. You ſhall be great loſers by your un- 
uſefulneſs, notwithſtanding all you can ger 
or ſave thereby. 

No profit, by deceitfulnelſs towards God, 
will countervail the loſs you will ſuſtain : 
Bethink you whether you have nor loft at- 
ready more than that amounts to : Do you 
enjoy that peace you once had ? Have you 
that free acceſs info his preſence as fome- 
times you found > Doth ne afford you that 
communion with himſelf, and tokens of 
his favour, in which you were accuſtomed 
co relith the higheſt delight ? Have you not 
leſs compoſure, and fixedneſs of Hearr, 
when dangers threaten you? Do you ex- 
pec&t the fame returns of Prayer, or uſe 
you to meet with them as formerly > Are 
not you more left to your telves in Duties 
and Temptations too ? Have you not leſs 
Supports when Afﬀictions befal you 2 Have 
not your Graces abated in their Strength 
and Exerciſe 2 Have not you leſs of God 
in every Ordinance, and leſs ſucceſs in 
your Performances ? In ſuch things _ 

Oit: 


a PublickSptrit. 99 


doſt more than vomit up the Morſel thou haft 
eaten, and loſe thy ſweet words, as Prov. 23. 
v. 8. 
Bat it thy groſs Negleats be impeni- 
rently perſiſted in, thy Lofles will be far 
greater , not only in further degrees of 
what's above-mentioned, but thou ſhalr 
loſe all che good thou haſt ſeemed to do. 
Fohn 2.8. All ſhall be taken from thee which 
thou appeareſt to have, yea, or really haſt, 
Matth. 25. 28, 29. Thou thalrt loſe all thy 
Hopes, hawever great or confident ; thou 
ſhalc loſe that Zife which thou didft {fo 
- over-fondly love, Fohn 12. 25. Thou ſhalt 
loſe thy own Soul, which the gain of the 
whole World cannot not recompence, Luke 
9. 24. You thall nor find rhe Good pro- 
miſed to the Merciful and Righteous, 
which 15 no lefs than Life, Righteouſneſs, and 
Honoar, Prov. 21. 21. You ſhall forteir 
all the higher Degrees of Glory promiſed to 
the eminently Uſeful ; yea, and the lefler 
Degrees fromiled to the faithfully Uſe- 
ful, cho' not ſo Eminent. You ſhall nei- 
ther be Ruler of rex Cities nor of five ; 
no entrance into the Foy of your Lord ſhall be 
admitted you, Zuke 19. Hatth, 25. 21. 
The Rivers of God's Pleaſure you ſhall 
never taſte; that beatifick Viſion you thall 
never experience; the Crown of Glory you 
ſhall nor wear; for theſe God hath con- 
med to the faithful —_— Can "= 
2 chat 
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that never attempred, or ſoon fainted in 
{-rving God in your Generation, hope to 
reap as they who fainted not in well doing ? 
Gal. 6.9. Shall you who laid up nothing in 
ftore, no Treaſurein Heaven, expect to be 
Rich there as they who did ? Luke 12.33, 
1 Tim. 6.19, It's in vain, and foreſt &:f- 
appointment will attend it, For the ut- 
terly Unfruicful will have no Intereſt in 
any of that Glory; tte leſs Uſeful will 


miſs of the higher Degrees of it. Ocom- 


pute your Gain and Loſs! And what Idiot 
could have mace a weaker Choice, or ta- 
ken a more fooliſh Courfe than you have 


Cone ? Folly will pur you to the Bluſh. 


to ſee how vainly you refuſed to be rich 
towards God by publick Service, that you 
might get a Treaſure for your /elf by your 
layings Up, in a negle&t of common Utſe- 
fulneſs, Zuke 12. 18, 19, 21. He was 
branded as a £oo! in beffowing all his Goods 
in bis Barns, and laying out nothing thar 
he might be rich towards God, And fo wit! 
all be mark'd, who imitate him. 


\ 3. Yeu ſhall endure great Puniſhment 
for your Unuſefulnels. | 

Beſides a privarion of Good, God wili 
{erfibly imbitcer this Sin : He oft doth 
teſtifie againſt 1t 1n the Poſterity.of the Un- 
prefitable, who, by being fo, rro:ble their 
own: Houſe, Prov. 11. 29. Thereare many 
(Curſes 
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Curſes lying on the Head of ſuch as with- 
hold Relief from the Poor, affiit not in a 
common Danger, and contribute not ro 
publick Good when capacitated for it, 
Prov. 11. 76. Jude. 5,23. all which you 
ſtand expoſed ro by your Unuſefuineſs. 
Have nor you already met with ſome re- 
membrances, that God diſlikes your ſelfth 
Ways and narrow Spirits? Hath not he 
emptied your Mercies, embittered your 
Comforts, filled your Souls with Terrors, 
and encountred you with a frowning 
Countenance? Hath not he let Satan looſe 
| upon you or yours ? 

Bur theſe are but the beginnings of Sor- 
rows, and preſages of greater Woes, un- 
leſs you repent ; he will cur thee down as a 
barren Fig-Tree for thy great Leaves without 
Fruit, for thy cumbring the ground where 
thou mighteit be uſeful, LZnk. 13. 5,6. 
how full of terrors wiil Death preſent irc 
ſelf, when God will force thy Conſcience 
to refle& on: tny many Negledts, with a 
clear view of the hateful Cauſes of rhem, 
and the miſerable Effects thereof 2 Wirth 
anguiſh thou will then bemoan thy leif, 
and vainly with for the paſt opportunities 
of Service, and that thou hadtt a Heart to 
have improv'd them better. 

Death, thus full of Stings, will lodge 
thee in the unſeen States bur, alas! how 
unprovided and j}} prepared ? The Face of 
- W 3 thy 
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thy Judge will be terrible, when be ſhall 
demand an Account of thy Steward(hip, 
Luke 16. 2. and reckon with thee about his 
Talents, and thy occupation of them, ar. 
25.19. it will be 1n vain to-deny or dimi- 
nith your Truſt, and what Anſwer can 
you find that can fatisfie him,or pieaſe your 
ſelves > If you hope his Merits may be 
pleadable by you, he'll anſwer, they are 
' not applied bur according to my Promiles. 
You may as well expect they ſhall be im- 
puted wichout Faith, as to a dead Faith, 
a Faith that did not invigorzte to hoijy 
fruitfulneſs and fidelity in my Service, was 
a dead Faith, and fo no Faich in Goſpel 
eſtimate, and therefore cannot f2ve, Fam.2. 
0. I4, 20. 

To plead your Idleneſs, Fear or Cove- 
touſnel(s, will be to proclaim the provoking 
cauſes 07 your approaching Ruine. What a 
heart-cutting charze will you find drawn 
againſt you, with a Senrence purſuant 
thereto : Thou wert aſhamed of me before 
Men, now I am afbamed of thee before my 
Father, Hark8. 38. Thou did't deny me 
in the other World, now 1 deny ehee in 


this World, Mar. 10. 33, When 1 was an 


pungry thou didſff not feed me, when | was 
in- Priſon thou didſt not viſit mes Depart 
therefore from me thou curſed into everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 
chay 25. 47, Thou didſt hide my Talent, 

| (yea 
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(yea Talents) therefore caſt this unprofitable 
Servant into outer darkneſs; there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, Mat. 25. 30. 
What mind can conceive the miſery in- 
cluded in a condition made up of all the 
Woes theſe ſeveral expreſhions import ? - 
Were they believed throughiy, what we 
may now conceive of them would over- 
whelm a Man that but ſeems in danger of 
enduring this miſery ; and being that theſe 
ſeveral places deſcribe the Sentence pro- 
nounced againſt the unprofitable,who have 
neglected a common good (as well as their 
own Souls) and betrayed the Publick In- 
tereſts of Chriſt in their day, 1t follows 
that whateyer in each place aggravates 
their miſery, muſt be pur rogether to give 
us a juit account thereof. Can your heart 
endure bur the ſuppoſing your ſelf the per- 
ſon whom Chriſt (inglech out in the View 
of Angeis*and Men ; and rhus ſpeaks to 
from his Tribunal, Thou ſelfiſh, falſe and 
uſeleſs Wretch, fo vile, that without re- 
proach to my Perfections, to my Holy 
Word and Glory, I can ſhew no favour 
co thee (which 1s Chriſt's being aſhamed 
of him) I do here reject all thy preten- 
fions to my Image, Merits, Covenant and 
Service; and do declare thou arcno living 
Member. Follower, Servant or Witneſs of 
mine, nor is my Honour, Truth or Fulneſs 


concerned at all in thy being happy (which 
H 4 15 


104 Che Excellency of 


is Chriſt's denying him.) Thou art now 
fallen into my hands, and the time of my 
Vengeance is come, I pronounce thee 
guilty of perfidiouſneſs ro my Naire and 
Intereſts, and anprofitable ro others and 
thy ſelf, in nor rightly employing my Ta- 


lents for common benefir, as well as thine. 


own: for this I now efftectually and irre- 
vocably adjudge thee to the Loſs of all Fe- 


licity, Glory, Grace and Joy, which my. 


preſence doth afford, and this without any 
future Hopes from any further ſtrivings 
with thee, or offers to thee, and be thou 
10w ſealed and ſeparated to the height of 
Milery (that, Depart from me you curſed) 
a Miſery in its nature and degree /o great, 
as what's fitted to torment thoſe capital 
Enemies of mine, the Devil and his Angels, 
who {hall be thy Companions.becauſe they 
were thy Rulers ; /o painful to thy Body as 
the horreſt fire, and not lels to thy Soul; elſe 


it were not fitted to torment the Devils, 


who are Spirits; ſo full of hkhorrour as 
Derkaels is, yea a Darkneſs as remote and 
free from Light as can be, (that 1s ourer 
Darkneſs) and all fo: reſented, felt and affii- 
#ive, as to Caule the extremeſt ſorrow, an- 
guith and fretting again{t God, thy Com- 
panions, and tby ſelf (there ſhall be weep- 
:ng and gnajhing of teeth.) And as for Dura- 
2508 3 it's everlaſting fire, it's for ever that 
£1is Sentence ſhail take hold.of, and be 

| Executed 


a Publfck Spirit, 05 


Executed upon thee 35 which is confirmed 
by another place that ceclzreth the conti- 
nuance of the Miſery of unuſeful Men, un- 
der the Emblem of Chef, as oppoled to 
uſeful Wheat ; the Chafj he mill burn with 
vnquenchable fire, Luke 3.17. which 1s the 
{ame with thole words , their Horm dieth 
not, and their Fire s not quenched, Mark g. 
v.46. There's no hopes of an alteration of 
their Eſtate, unleſs words cannot expreſs 
the Erernity of Hell Torments ; yea, un- 
leſs Sinners may be reclaimed when ex- 
delled from 21] rhe gracious Influences of 
the Divine Preſence (implied in depart 
from me) Yea, unleſs there be a more 
Valuable Sacrifice for Sinners than the Son 
of Gcd wasz for this will not relieve 
them, Heb. 9. 26, Yea, if there be not an 
Adminiſtration for reducing Sinners after, 
and fitter than the Kingdom of Chriſt ;; for 
this will be celivered up upon that time 
that this Sentence paſſeth the firſt time 
on Sinners found then alive, (ſolemnly 
upon the departed and living,and executed 
upon Devils, who til: then are Priſoners, 
1 Cor, 15. 23, 24326, 28. 2 Per. 2.4. com: 
pared with Marth. 8. 29, Ought not you 
(0 tremble at this profpect of Ecernai Mi- 
ſery ? Yet if you are theſe unfaithful and 
unprofitable Sinners curing Lite, you will 
be chus found guilty and ſentenced when 
you Die. - Conlider 2g41n 00 again i 
thou 
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thou muſt hear, feel and endure, for thy 
unprofitableneſs; add this to the great 
things thou loſeſt by it, and alſo that what 
now thou ſeemeſt to get or ſave through 
unuſefulneſs, cannot at preſent be kept 
with a Bleſſing ; when thou haſt done thus 
In a ſerious manner, I will appeal to thy 
ſelf, whether thy folly is not groſs enough 
to make thee aſhamed, and thy Miſery 
great enough ro fill thee with terrour, thar 
unuſefulneſs in thy Age hath been allowed 
by thee? Yea, I dare give you leave to 
put all the loſs, charge, labour and danger 
of Publick Service, with all the eaſe, ſafe- 
ty and benefit of unlerviceableneſs; and 
ſet them all againſt the fore-mentioned 
Miſchiefs which atrend the unproficable ; 
and if thou believeſt the certainty of theſe, 
be then affected ar thy barrennels, as the 
cauſe appears to thy ſelf nay, were there 
but a probability, nay, but a poſſibility that 
theſe fruits of unprofitableneſs were true, 
it were ſufficient to make chee a(hamed 
and grieved for it. 


Ob;. Tho' I muſt agree that it's folly to 
become liable to theſe Miſchiefs, yet are 
all who are unuſeful ſabje&t ro endure 
them ? for if ſo, who ſhall eſcape? Sup- 
poſing a capacity to ſervice 3 I ſhall briet- 
ly anſwer. 

Anſ. There is, 1. A degree of ws 
nels, 
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nefs, which through weakneſs and temp- 
cation may oft befil a godly Man, which 
indeed ſhall not bring Eternal Miſery upon 
him ; tho' God uſually teſtifies his diſplea- 
{ure againſt it in this Life. | 
2. There is an unutſefulneis which: will 
infallibly bring Eternal Miſery upon who- 
ever is guilty of it. If ic be nor fo, you 
mult queſtion the plaineſt dilcoveries of 


the Goſpel of Truth. 


Obj. 2. How ſhall I know the kind and 
degree of thar unuſefulneſs that will cer- 
tainly bring Efernal Miſery, from thar 
which a godly Man may be guiity of thro” 
weakneſs and temptation? 

Anſ. A full Anſwer to this and the other 
Objections may be gathered from what is 
largely infiſted on in the former heads. Bur 
becauſe ſome may not fo eafily apply that 
to ſuch particular caſes I ſhall therefore 
give you thele thort hints, 


1. The Unuſefulneſs of any good Man is 
ſuch as doth conſiſt with an unfeigned de- 
dication and habitual devoredneſs of him- 
{elf and all he hath ro God in Chriſt, and 
this is perſevered in. 

He 1s no Believer or good Chriſtian 
that is not thus devoted to God ; and (uch 
unuſefulne(s as is conſiſtent with this, is 
not a Mark of Hell. 


But 
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But that unuſeſuineſs which is not con- 
{Gent with unfeigned dedication, and ha- 
bitual devotednels to God in Chriſt, is an 
in LOR Mark of Eternal Miſery if per- 
litzd IN. 


2. He that ſhall eſcape Eternal Miſery, 
15 not unuſefal in the prevailing ſcope of 
his life ; bur every Son of Perditionis (o ; 
tlie courſe of his life is unprofitable, and 
thence he is denominated unfruictul in his 
belt State ; the ſtated bent of his Soul 1s to 
co more hurt than good. 


3. What good he doth who ſhall eſcape 
Heil, he uſually doth ic in uprightneſs, 
from love and obedience to God, with a 
believipg reſpe&t ro God in Chriſt ; bur 
the Child of Wrath, in whatever ſeeming 
good he doth, hath a greater regard co car- 
nai conſiderations, and actech not from 
Faith, Love,and obediential regard to God. 


4. The good Man repents of, and be- 
Wa1iS IS Uguſefulneſs, when convinced of 
if, and heartiiy defires to know wherein 
ne 15 cujpavly unvuſeful, that he may re- 
form, as well as by Faith in Chriſt ſue 
out his Pardon upon repenting of it. Bur 
the angodly is hardened in his unuſefulnels, 
anwilling to know 1c, ſet againſt reform- 
icz, if not inſenſible of his need of Fo 
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don, yea oft juſtifies himſelf in his ſelfiſh 
unprofitable courle. 


5. Thetrue Chriſtian is truly glad and 
thankful when God doth moſt encline and 
enlarge his heart to overcome his feifath- 
_ neſs, and to act in the moſt uſeiu] ſervice- 

able manner, tho' no carnal reſpects of his 
own be ſerved thereby; yea, tho' loſs, re- 
proach and ſuffering attend it, fo God be 
but honoured, and a common good ſub- 
ſerved. But the carnal Man, 1f he hath 
been over-ruled to any thing which proves 
uſeful, yer if his own Credit or worldly 
Benefit be not advantaged,2nd much more 
if he comes to ſuffer by it ; he is grieved, 
and repenteth of what he hatch dove, what- 
ever honour God receives,or benefit others 
vet thereby. By theſe things you may 
know whether you are ſuch unuſeful per- 
ſons as ſhall be pardoned and faved, or 
{uch unuſefu}] perſons as thall endure Eter- 
nal Miſery, if you perſiſtin this Rare. 

Obj. 3. But tho' I continue unuleful in 
that manner as the Word of God declareth 
Erernai Miſery will follow upon it ; yet [| 
(hall be fafe if I believe in Chriſt for the 
pardon of it, and that Til do, and-yet not 
reform my courle. 

Anſ. Deceive not thy ſeif with vain words, 
what thou ſoweſt, that th:u ſhalt reap, Mat. 6. 
2, 19, And be it known to thee, that no 
Faith 
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Faith in Chriſt will be available ro thy 
pardon, which is not effectual to turn 
thee from that unuſefnineſs, and which 
doth not include 1n it a dedication and pre- 
vailing habitual devotedneſs of thy ſelf to 
Chriſt and his ſervice in a common good. 
A living Faith worketh by love, Gal. 5.6. 
and a dead Faith will never juſtifie ; yea, 
It ſelf is condemned as a falſe Faith if it 


want good works, when opportunity for * 


them is afforded. And that Man muſt 
impoſe upon himſeif,vvho can imagine that 
the Faich which is neceſfary ro pardon 
muſt work by Love, and yet not work in 
Love towards our Neighbours at all; bur 
if you grant it muſt work in Love towards 
our Neighbour, I ask, maſt it not work 
towards all that are deſigned by the word 
Neighbour, whom we are to love ? if fo, it 
includes all Men whatever within the 
reach of my ability to do good ro; and 
if it be by Love to All them char it will 
work, it muſt expreſs it ſelf in thoſe 
works that inſtance the fincericy of our 
Love to them for their benefit; and fo 
true Faith will work towards all as far as 
Love is due to them, and do all that (1n- 
cere Love to them wall prompt ro, which 
is no lefs than ſerving our Generation, or 
that pablick Uſefulneſs which you negle&. 
Can the Tempter ſtil] delude you ro think, 
that you will haye a pardon of your Linuſe- 
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falneſs by ſuch a Faith as doth not make 
you reſolve to be Uſeful 2 Yea, or doth 
not effetually produce this Uſefulneſs as 
{ you are called thereto ? Alas! you con- 
tradict, yea, nullifie a Juſtifying Faith, 
when you ſay, I will not reform my uſe- 
leſs Life, and yer I will believe in Chriſt 
for a pardon of it ; the Engliſh of which 
is, I will believe in Chriſt for Pardon with 
{ſuch a Faith as Chriſt never promiſed par- 
doa to, and upon which he will never 
pardon me. This, inſtead of mitigating 
thy Folly in being unuſeful, doth greatly 
aurment and proclaim it ; it ſers thee no 
ater from endleſs Miſery, but by encou- 
raging thee in the courſe that certainly 
leads to it 5 it makes thy enduring that 
Miſery the ſorer. 


2 Exh. Reſolve henceforward to be 
Uſeful in your Generation ; yea, emi- 
nently Uſeful, if capable thereof. 

All I have hitherto infiſted on tends to 
this That you may reſolve at laſt ro en- 
gage in this Work. For this end I have 
explained this Dury, and commended the 
Performance thereof ; for this I have faid 
ſo much, to diſcover the Neglects of it, 
and to convince of the Folly and Danger 
of thoſe Neglects: All which will be loſt, 
if you go hence unreſolved to be Publick 
Bleflings in your Day. 

Whas® 
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What avail all Arguments, if they inclige 
not our backward Hearts to Ulefulneſ; ? 
They wiil no more than diſcover our Ob- 
ſtinareneſs, and aggravate our Condemna- 
tion 3 but in hope of a better Effect, I 
hall Addreſs my telf to each of you. 

The more remiſs you have been hicher- 
ro, the more incumbent on you It 1s, now 
ro engaze your Souls in this Work ; from 
this time, do what you can to ſerve the 
Will of God in your Generation ; deviſe 
great and liberal things, 11. 32. 8. Let no- 
thing ſet bounds ro your Ulefulneſ(s, but 
2 Natural or Moral incapacity  z. e. ſome- 
what impoſſidle, or ſomething anlawful. 
What's impuſſivle God requires not ; and 
to do, or ipeak wickedly, or deceitfully for 
God, he will not accept, Job © *, 89 - 
what's Lawful, 2nd within your Power, 
omit nor ; the greater it 1s, the more will 
God be Honoured, others Benefited, and 
thy own Divine temper expreſled. 

Be pleaſes with the largeſt opportunities 
of Service, and faithfuily anſwer each ; 
rrifde not, but be in earneſt ; move not 
{lowly, but run the ways of God's Command- 
ents, as one Whoſe Heart is enlarged by 
lim, Pſal. 119. Bear not the Air, as if un- 
certain of the nature or tendency of thy 
Work, it's for God, it will end in Glory, 
1 Cor. 9 26. Let us each, in our places, 
ſay with Neremiah, Cap. 2+ 20, The Lora 

wil 
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will proſper us, therefore we, his. Servants, 
pill ariſe and build. | 

_ ThacT may mare uſefully urze this Ge- 
neral Exhorcation, I thail direct it accord 
ing to {ome different circumſtances, which 
y0u may be in, and aniwerably dire and 
piexd with you: 

1. To ſuch asare ſtill unwilling to ſerve 
their Generation. 

Either you are convinced that this is 
your Daty, or. you are not; if you are 
perſwaded it's your Duty, what peace or. 
hope can you pofleſs whiles you live in the 
neglect of it 2. If you think/1t is got your 
Duty, what ſence can you put upon. ſo ma- 
ny plain Scriptures tit command it ? That 
promiſe ſuch Rewards to, and Aſſiftances 
in it 2 Thac threaten ſuch ſore Mileries to 
the Neglecters- of it ? Thac-{o approve of, 
and praiſe the PraRice and Practilers of ir, 
and brand the Name of ſuch as Accurſed 
who refuſed to do ſo? If theſe things ſuf- 
lice not to prove a Duty, nothing can ; 
nd I am ſure God hatiz not excepted your 
Names, from the Obligation-to obey it.any, 
more than others. , Buc whether.convinced 
that this is your Duty, or, yacoavinced, 
pray conlider, as you are 44cz,. you are not 
Borg tor your. ſelves, but far your Couns. 
iry c00 : Nature dictates. this,  Hearhens. 
alert ic, your own Hearts,commeud it 10. 
others, and dilipprove tire £Qutrary; 5 Yea, . 

[ | many 
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many Brutes reproach you, when they'}] 
hazard themſelves to defend their Young, 
and ſecure each other againſt a Common 
Enemy or Miſchief. 

As you are Men created by the living God, 
you 2re accountable to him 3 you ought ro 
anſwer the ends for which he made you, 
which were to terve his Purpoles, and 
bring him Glory. 

He was roo Wiſe and Holy ro make you 
Lawlets as to himtelf, or ro the Commu- 
nity of which you are Members ; nor is he 
fo remifs a Governor, as not ſevere]y ro 
2nimadvert Offences ſo publickly mif- 
Chtevous. | 

As you are called Chriftians, bethink 
your ſelves the Lord Jeſus redeemed you, 
thac you might return to a flare of Snb- 
jection and Service, and under that Law 
you are to him, Rom. 14. 9. It's no {mall 
Mercy that he calls you to this, confider- 
ing you were condemned Rebels, and 
that he is ready to accept it, and affiſt you 
in it, What Ingrarirude 1s it to live to 
your ſelves, and not to him who paid fo 
dear for your Ranſom ? 1-Cor. 6. 20. 

Further, confider the before-deſcribed 
Mifertes which you wilfully ehuſe, and che 
g!orious Bleflings you certainly forfeit by 
your unproftrablenelſs ; herein you are cru- 

e! *ro your ſelves, when you fondly think 
it's  (elt-indulgence 3 'you deſtroy - your 
ſelves, 
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feives, and yer weakly pretend to ſelf- 
advantage. Reflections upon your mad- 
neſs herein, will be a great part of your 
torment. 

Perhaps you have not thought what you 
expect from others, tho' chey muſt be un- 
obliged to you, upon the ſame Reaſons as 
you can give for your being tree from the 
Duty of Ulefuineſs ro them 3 to ſay no- 
thing of what you expect from the bleſſed 
God, and what every Moment you receive, 
tho' you fo 11] require him, Did not you 
expect your Parents Care, the Magiſtrates 
Defence, your Miniſters Labours, your 
Neighoours Favour and Help? How 
would you be ccalt by, if you were in the 
caſe of the Poor or Diſtrefled, and they 
in yours 2 Wouid you think it well done 
in all, or any of theſe, to be as unconcern- 
ed, (elfith, oppreihve, crue!, or uſeleſs, as 
you reſolve to be to them, in what-ever 
Capacity or Relation you ſtand. Our 
Lord's Rule was approved by Pagans, tho* 
condemned by you, Marth. 7. 12, What 
would become of the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
the Welfare of the Nation, the Good of 


| Societies, Religious or Civil, if every 


Man were as ſelfiſh and unconcerned for a 
common Good as you reſolve to be ? All 
Satery, Harmony, Liberties, Order and 


ce: Bur, if this 


contraries alone take p 
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lace of Things be thy -abhorrence, ask thy 
feif, Why (hould nct all others be as (elf- 
ih as I am. if ic be juſtihable in me? Or, 
why ſhould not I be as publick Spirited 
4S they, if it be praiſe-worthy and uſeful 
in them ? Are you an ill Magiſtrate, why 
ſhould any others be better ? Are you an 
unfaichſul Miriſter, why ſhould any others 
be more faithful? Are you careleſs of the 
common Liberties of your Country or 
City, why thonld any other, in your ftati- 
on, be more concerned ? Are you ſtrait- 
handed to the Poor, wherefore ſhould 
others of your Eſtate be more liberal ? 
Are you indiflerent about the Truth, Inte- 
reſt. and Goſpel of Chrift, why ſhould any 
og Er 10 your: circumſtances more expoſe 
themſelves? You mult conſent that all 
theſe may as juitly excuſe themſelves from 
beneting others as you can ; or elſe you 
are moſt oafely ſpirited, to think others 
{110i 19 ſerve a Common Gogd that you 
may i{4are rherein, bur thar you muſt be 
excente?. from contributing to that Ser- 
vice, that fo you may puriuve your own 
privaey [ncerett the more. 

Porect ons. Weigh theſe things often, 
230 celinerat ely judge of thy Refolves not 
ro terve thy Generation. Go and humble 
thy {elf betore God, and earneſtly pray to 
nm, in Chriit's Name, to-change thy 
Heart, ſubdue thy Luiſts, and give thee 
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another Spirit: Enter into Covenant With 
Chriſt, to deny thy /eif, to take. up thy © roſs 
and follow him. From this time. trmly 
engage in {Chrift's ffrenech, thar chou wile 
not con{ult thy fleſh in thy undertakings, but 
keep thy ſelf from unter the influence of a 
nizrrow Soirit, and baſe Lois, 45 dell 
very ill Adviſers in chy courſe of Life, and 
as nfic Difpoſers of thy Eftare, Gifts. or 
Power, S2r upon doing publick Good 
preſently, tho' it be with 2re:t relutancy 
at firſt ; the leſs good thou hait hitherto 
done, now attempt ro do the more: And 
the [ater you begin, redeem the remainder 
of your days by the greater Projects, and 
more vigorons Endeavours. Pray earneſt- 
ly, and attend Golpe] Means for fincere 
jove ro God and Man, and for a believing 
fight of inviſible Things ; and keep your 
Conſciences under a tencer, lively ſence 
of God's Authorit; y, and the Day of Judg- 
menr. 

2. To ſuch as are unfeigned!y willing to 
ſerve their Generation, account it a grea-- 
cer Mercy than the greate{t Eftates or Abi- 
 lities with a narrow Soul, w m_ thereby 
wouid be a Snare. Abhor a inzgefiion 2s 
if God dealt hardly by you, in making 
ſervice your Duty, or inclining you to 
it; for, in the firt,, God's Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs in the Government of this 
World appears, In the lat, he hach ho- 
i 3 noured 
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noured and benenred you, . in anointing: 
you his Inſtruments. Our Lord Jeſus was 
wont to fay, /t # more bleſſed ro give, than 
to receive, Acts 20. 35; Which the Apo- 
ſtle uſeth as a Motive ro Mens labouring, 
that they might ſupport the weak, relieve the 
neecy, &c. We imitate God as far as we 
are beneficent, for he is the Fountain 
whence all Wants are fvpplied, tho' he is 
benefited þy none 3 and yet, for our En- 
couragement in coing Good, he 1s pieaſed 
to account himſelf a Borrower, ”rov. 19. 
wv. 17. He that hath pity on the Poor, lendeth 
tothe Lord, Nor that you can give what 
ts not his already, bur that he 1s as ſure to 
re-Pay, zS if you lent it ro him. 

Bur this Head being too general to ad- 
mit {o diftin&t an Application. as the feve- 
ral Sorts and Conditions of ſuch be who 
are truly wiiling to ſerve their Generati- 
on requires; I thall addreſs my ſelf to them 
in theſe ſeveral Initances, which diſtin- 
guiſh their Caſes, and give ſuitable Di- 
rections. 

I. To ſach as are capable of no very 
great {ervice to their Generation ; as be- 
wy of ſmall Eſtates, low Parts, and the 
ke. 

Serve you your Generation as you can 
in your Jower Place: To which end, beg 
Ged's Dircttion, that you may not miſtake 
your t Place cr Work; nor be left to your 
e 
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ſeif in the -meaneſt Service. : Go ot out of 
your own Calling, for God will neither ac- 
cept nor .bleſs Encroachments on other 
Mens Work. nor your ufurpation of Pow- 
er of your own Heads 3 no, nor at their 
pleaſure who are not authorized to give 
it, 1 Ccr. 7. 20. Levit. 10. 1, Do not pre- 
ſumptuouſly attempt what 1 above yaur ability, 
for that's not your Duty, and it may turn 
ro publick detriment. Take care that 
you pretend not publick Utdefulneſs 
as 2 Cover to an idle negle&t of your 
Callings , . or pragmatical Buſineſs in 
what beijongs not to you : For this diſco- 
vers your corruption, and will end 1in hurc 
and: ſcandal. Be ſure that what you give 
to Good Ules be your own, and not what is 
another Man's : For this is Fraud, and not 
Charity ; and inſtead of being liberal you 
will be unjuſt. And yet be conſcientiouſly 
ready and vigorous to do all the good you 
can 3 your leſſer Abilicy mult be as faith- 
fuliy uſed as if ic were greater 3 nor will 
your having no more, excuſe your unpro- 
fitableneſs with what you have. Infrutt 
your Family, tho' you are not Preachers ; 
pray for and be aftected with the ate 
of the Church of God and the Nati- 
- ON, if you can do no more. Yote for good 
Men into Office, encourage faithful Mini- 
ſters as you are able, give to what Poor 
you can, and —— others with the as 
4 0 
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of ſuch you cannot relieve your. ſelves. 
What little Good you can do,: jet it be 
done chearfully, and from love. See that 
you uſe Diligence, and avoid all Waſte in 
your Perſons and Families, that you may 
be capable of doing the greater good. Be 
ſavoury in Diſcourſe, exemplary in Life, 
and ready to heip thoſe who know lels 
than your ſelves. And laſtly, Do not en- 
vy others, nor murmur that you are 1n no 
higher ſtation than you are, for God knew 
what place of ſervice you were fitteit for ; 
it you be faithful in that, he will accept 
and reward it, and if fic he will capacitate 
you for higher Work. Nay, you may 
prove of far greater uſe in tius itation than 
YOU Can now perceive 5 who knows what 
{ucceſs God mav give to'thy Advice, or 
other Endeavours 2 To thy Children, Ser- 
vants, &c, and tiow Eminent they may 
prove ? 

2. To ſuch as are capable. of eminent 
Service to their Generation, and willing to 
It, Keep a humble ſence of your unworthi- 
neſs, that God ſhould make you able and 
willing to do him ereater ſervice than 
others, and antwerably praiſe him for ir as 
the Sovereign Beftower both of ability 
and willingneſs; alſo be watchful over your 
nearts, that your Ends be uprighc 'in whar- 
ever {ervice you perform;'and 'abhor an 

> Opmioa of meriting from God by the moſt 
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you do; in all which you have David for a 
lively Example, 1 Chron, 29. 10. to the 17. 
We thank thee, and bleſs thy glorionm Name : 
But who am I, and what # my Peop'e, that we 
ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after this 
fort ? for all thi»gs come of thee ; all this ſore 
cometh of thine harid, and 1s all thine own, 1 
know alſo, my God, that thou trieſt the heart, 
and haſt pleaſure in rprightneſs, &&:. Do not 
judge ir enough that you perform as great 
Services as others, when you are capable 
of, and called ro more 3 nor let the lef5 
uſefnl {however many) of your ſtation 
reſcribe ro you, for rhey will nor juſtifie 
your neglects. Let not meer G;fhculcy, 
danger, nor expence,caulſe you ro conciude, 
yea or to ſuſpe& you are not called to this 
or that eminent Service, for your call muſt 
be adjuſted by other Rules ( of which be- 
before ) where opportunity for great things 
offer, delay nor, leſt that being loſt, it 
may not be recalled, or more hinderances 
intervene. Judge of Unuſetoineſs and in- 
cumbent Service by what your Confcien- 
ces ſuzgeſt in great dangers (as on a Sick- 
Bed) and in the livelieſt frame by fulleſt 
communion with God (as afrer the Lord's 
Sppper,c>c.) for theſe are Seaſons to make 
the crueit Judgment 1n what concerneth 
eminent Uſefulneſs. Never make your 
abilities or actiwveneſs ſerve a Faction as 
diltipguiſnes from, much leſs as oppoſed 
| to 
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to a publick Intereſt; for hereby you a&t 
ſe}fifhly, and not as Chriſtians, and will be 
more hureful to the publick concernments 
of Chriſt,than if you did nothing at all;and 
be the more guarded againſt this, becaufe 
the Heads of Factions will follicit ſuch 
as you,and Satan will fer in with your mil- 
guided Zeal, as knowing ie can make no 
other uſe of you; now that you are ho- 
neſtiy willing to be ſerviceable. If you 
are perſons eminently uſeful, do not 
haſtily govern your Activity by the Opi- 
nion of others; if weak Men miſtnter- 
pret your well-adjuſted Attempts, be you 
reſolved ; ſhould many good Men blame 
you never ſo much for your performance, 
adbere to, and fti}] purſue it whiles you 
have good ground to believe ir's the fitte(t 
means to prevent a publick Miſchief, or 
produce a general Benefit. The Reaſons 
of this Direction are theſe ; the Opinion 
and Cenfures of moiſt Men are very weak 
and miſguided ; Satan hath acceſs to the 
Imagination of good Men, and oft employs 
ſuch ro obſtruct great De(zgas, Mar.16. 23, 
And Men entirely devoted to God in the 
S-:vice of their Generation, after ſome 
te of fairhful acquitting themſelves 
Tire, they ſtand more in God's ſecret. 
anc »5y experience are fitter to judge of 
pubiick good and hurt than other good 
Mea be. s_ 

What- 
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Whatever offers as your prefent work 
do, not thinking lefler things needles, 
when you have not greater chings at preſent 
to undertake; for you know not what great 
good a ſeemingly ſmall! endeavour may do 
(as Advice to a Child) this 1s your prefent 
work, the 1noſt of your cimeis not filled 
with opportunities of very great Services, 
theſe leſſer Attemps being- very frequenr, 
as taking up ſo much of our time, will 
amount together to great Service, a very 
great part of our lives will be unprofitably 
{pent, if we negle& theſe lower endea- 
vours, and moſt Mens unulſefn]neſs is 
greatly owing toa diſregard to thefe. Bur 
vet fee the greateſt Services be ſtill pre- 
ferred to leſſer when in compitition. Keep 
a jealous watch over your ſelves, that no 
Luſts preſcribe your work, be admitted 
into it, or nouriſhed by it 3 ro which end 
ſee that you do nothing through ſtrife or 
vain-glory, Phil. 2.3. or for covetous ends. 
Deſpiſe not others who cannot equal your 
Service, or do need ir; think not your 
great Services give you an allowance in 
any way of (in, or that they are a compen- 
{ation for it, or will be accepted in com- 
muration for the oppoſite duries,e*c. Igive 
this direction, becauſe Satan's Wiles are 
deep, and his Attempts on the eminently 
uſeful are many, various and unwearied ; 
the remains of corruption are great in = 
| c 
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beſt, Lufts are deceirful, and fizn2l Ser- 
Vice 15 an apt occ2t4on to be improved. 

Look to Chrift for ſtrength and fer- 
vour, for freſh Anoincings, and continnal 
Condutt.that you may omit nothing which 
God affignech you to do in your Genera- 
rion 3 nor take up with any excuſe which 
he will not approve of when he comes to 
judge the ſecrets of all hearts; becauſe »f 
or ſelves we can a9 nothing ; by his ſtrength 
we can ao all, Phil. 4.13, We need new 
{nppltes 1n every new buſineſs, and the 
more as its importance is; and by depen- 
dance we ſhall and mutt receive ir. 

3. To Ulſetul perſons under. diſcourage- 
ments 1n their Service. 

Stiil-perfiit in your work ; for the grea- 
ter oppolition you meet with in it, the 
more likely it is to be ſabſervient to 
Chriſt's preſenr Deſigns, and to produce 
the greater Effects ina common good-.fince 
Satan is fo active to obſtruct thee. Gird up 
the tains of your mind, and hope to the end, 
1 Pet. 1, 13. Whatever is a plain duty, 
wiil bring with it ſyfhcient firneſs, and not 
want ſuccels in due time; no, rightly dis- 
rected: labour in tie work Chriſt hatch up- 
on the Wheel will be loſt, tho' ſucceſs 
may be delayed, and the work ſeem-dead 
for a ſeaton, that fo the World may be 
prepared to ſabmir to it, - and Chriſt's 
Victory may appear the 'greater as it wr 

&l 
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fletli; the Confidence of Satan and his In- 
ſrruments. When reacy to faint, te!l thy 
Soul, 1 muſt not be weary in well\ doing, foril 
ſballreap if 1 fart not. You have God as 
eminently concerned for you, ans in YOU, 
35 you- can be engaged for him 3 his Per- 
fections will uphold you in all that. which 
his Authority ſets you upon; ard he, al- 
lows you to place to his Account the lofles, 
reproaches and hard(hips you ſuſtain in his 
Cauſe, neither ſhall you loſe thereby, 
Mark, 10. 29, 30. Search lelt titere be any 
{ia unrepented of which interrupt bis ſup- 
porting Comforts, or that you have too 
mach confided in your own Abilities, or 
aſcribed the honour. of paſt ſacceſſes or 
performances to your felives. Pour our 
your.complaints, and your appiehenfions 
of your own weakneſs. before the Lord, 
who is full of pity and faithfal, and whoſe 
ſtrength z manifeſt in our weakneſs, 2 Cor. 12, 


8, 9.. Be much in the contermpiations of 


Heaven review your.own experiences of 
{eaſonable. ſufficient ſupports when your 
fears were as great as a! prelent, and atten- 
tively think it's but a little: while and my 
werk-is over 5 He that ſpall come, will come, 
and will nat. tarry, and all the promiſes of 
perſeverance were made-to Souls 1n Emi- 
nent.Service by doingand-{uftering,: which 
you; jhay-lafely apply to. your ſelves, ex- 
pecang: thoſe greater - Contolatigns ; and 
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Supplies which God will nor diſappoint you 
10. 

4- To uſeful Perſons inclining ro Re- 
miſneſs in the Service of their Generz- 
ion, 

The greateſt part of chis Diſcourſe be- 
ing ſo much directed to your Caſe, I ſhall 
only adviſe you ro renew your Covenant 
with God in Chriſc. Reflect on your (elves, 
 whar you found when vigorouſly uieful, 
and whar you feel now in this declining 
Frame : Enquire what forfeitures you have 
made of the Spirits quickening influences, 
or what luſt begins to invade your Souls, 
or what Carnal thing is ſerting up for an 
Idol. Pray earneſtly for exciting Grace, 
and be wuch in ſuch Soliloquies as theſe, 
Am not 1 a Redeemed Sinner ? and ſhall I neg. 
left the intereſts of my Redeemer ? Shall 1 diſs 
regard the end of my Being, break my Vows, [be 
falſe to mytruſt ? Is 1t not in well-doing that 
I grow weary ? Are my Talents leſs ac- 
countable for;than they were,or have I now 
more reaſon to think - that my Abilities 
were not given for Publick uſe -2 Where 
ſballI ſrop if I recover not > What ſhall 
I be doing the refidue of my rime, if I 
ceaſe to be uſeful > What may I meer 
with to awaken me out of this flochful 
Sleep ? Do others leſs need my help, or 
have ll the leave of God to. be remifler ? 
Can | think Chriſt a worſe Maſter _ be- 
ore 
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fore; or Heaven leſs worthy of my pains ? 
Dare I commend che unprofitable part of 
Mankind that I am thus about to juſtify ; 
or condemn the eminently uſeful, whom 
now 1 ſeem reſolved to cenſure ? Muſt not 
I ſhortly on a Death-bed reflect on what a 
barren life I am going to live, and the blef- 
ſed Courſes I pur a ſtop roo? Have I done 
more already than Chriſt deſerves at my 
hands, who died for me ? or would I be 
content he ſhould now more remilſsly in- 
tercede in my behalf 2 Plead ſuch things 
cloſely and frequently with your Hearts, 
and force a deliberate anſwer,that all may 
iflue in frelh reſolves, to be more vigorous 
chan ever, and in ſhame and grief that you 
could be inclinable toremiſnefs in Publick 
Service. 

{ thall conclude rhe whole with three 
cautions, to all who are willing to ſerve 
their Cenerarion. 

1. Equal nothing with the Publick which 
is ſhort thereof, eſpecially your ſelves. Let 
every thing have 1ts due regard, and no 
more. Our eſteem of rhings ſhould be 
according to their value, and our concern 
is irregular if diffonant from our juſt E- 
ſteem. Moſes words, Exod. 32. 32. If not, 
blos me out of thy Book,and St, Paul,Rom 9.3. 
For I could wifh that my ſelf were. accurſed 
from Chriſt;for my Brethren were notAbſo- 
lnte-Defires, burjthe regular incicarions ofa 
Publick . 
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Pydblick Spirit adjuſting chiogs as compared 
togetier : .A Common good is above a 
Particiar, and the more common, {t:1] the 
more Eitimable. The. very Reaſon. wiy 
Divine. Worſhip is proper to God is, be- 
caaſe he 1s Author of all, above all, and 
infaitely more than the whole Creation ; 
yea, and we cannot but moſt intend his 
Glory in cur undertakings, as our regards 
areiolt extenfive ; and make every thing 
2 felfith Idol, as we Poſtpone what's more 
Publick. co it. Nevertheleſs, the true 
Order 15 generally inverted ; Moſt Men. do 

not account a Miſchief or Benefit to be 
_ greater or lels, as chey afte& the Publick, 
but. as they aftz& themſelves; we begin 
and end at the wrong Point, and Erect a 
falſe Standard when our main coacern is, 
how. will ſuch Publick Afﬀairs Profit or 
Damaze. Firir, My own Perſon, then my 


on Family, then my own Party, then . 


my..onn Nation (4 ar all ic will reach {5 
fir} be warned againſt this prepoſterous 


courſe; look at your ſelves. but as ſiall 


parts of the whole, and to figaifie no more 
than as the Publick is . advantaged by you. 
Ackapwyiedge the intereſt all have in you 
according totheir True Order. and your 
Capicity, and obligation to be (erviceable 
to Eich. . Be unxorm in.your Courſe, and 
ler God, in, a Common -gaod (as ſuch) be 
your Governing. end :. Fill up each lag 
$1-1:4J Y ; an 
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frid relation you ſtand in let each have a 
due regard, and no more : Your own Fa- 
milies, the particular Church yoa belong 
to. and the Catholick Church above that $ 
ailo your own City and Nation, and the 
World ; let all rhefe have their doe, and 
this in juſt order and proportion, nor eEx4 
clufively of each other. Your Prayers 
muit reach the World, your Mental Com- 
munion the Catholick Church, Occationa! 
Communion to others then that wherein 
you are ſtared Members (tho' in many 
things they difler from you}. In ſhore; 
confine not yonr Care, Eſtate; or Advice, 
below, or otherwife than char Mind will 
dictate, which accounts the Body more 
yaluable than a Member, and a comnioif 
Good than a particular. If you are Mini- 
ſters, abhor a thought chat your Office 
obligeth you to mind no more Souls than 
your own Flocks; 

2. Neglect not your felves whiles you 
mind the Publick. 

Do not difreg:rd your own Sou}, no not 
Body neither ; keep the Jaſt in a trenefs for 
Service, and be ever watchful chat the fir 
be in a meerneſs for Glory, and improving 
for it : Work out your own Salvation with 
fear and trembling, Pitt. 2.13. Receive 
your felves the Chriſt, and Mercy you ofs 
= £2) _ 5 =_ not fo — as - 
torget you have a Home 5 yea, labour.to 
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. affec and profit your own Souls, by all your 
endeavonrs to-profit others ; to walk in the 
hghbr you give, and to grow in Grace by 
doing all the good you can. If you are 
Miniſters, oft think of 1 Cor. g. 27. 1 keep 
under my Body, and bring it into [ubjettton, 
leſt that by any means, mhen Thave preached 
ro others, 1 my ſelf ſhonld be a caſt away. 

3. Diſregard not the firſt or leaſt decli- 
niogs, in thoſe Graces that are the ſprings 
of publick Service, but be intent to get 
their vigorous Exerciſe reſtored as ſoon as 
you perceive abatement. 

Very imperfet Attings will follow decay- 
ing Graces, and ſtrengthening the laſt is the 
way to perfe& the firſt, Rev. 3. 2. As 
Epheſus decayed in her firſt love, the abared 
her firſt works, Rev-2.'4., 5. which were La- 
bours and Sufferings for publick uſe, ». 3: 
Unbelief, enmity ro God and Man, and a 
narrow Spirit, grow as Faith, Love, and 
a publick Spirit weaken ; and thoſe will 
as much obſtruct your Ulefulnelſs, as theſe 
contribute to it: they will pervert your 
Judgment, abate your Delight, aggravate 
your Difficulties, frame Excuſes, find Di- 
veriions, enervate Motives, and many 
other ways leſſen your Service ; and as 
they grow, they tend to ſtill further Abate- 
ments in the oppoſite Graces. Oh ! where 
will theſe declenfions ſtop, if- you. allow 
them? And every Day you will be = 

able 
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able and diſpoſed ro recover your former 
ſtrengeh ; and conſequently, be lefs fare 
and fit ro ſerve your Generation. 

2 Ob{. The uſefulleſt perſons die. 

David fell aſleep. Shall I repreſent this 
2S a Warning, or as an Encouragement to 
Service ? Ir hath ſomething of both, and 
in each reſpect it's a {trong Motive to ſerve 
our Generation. 

I. It's a Warning to be uſeful whiles 
you live; for Work, or Loyter you, 
Death is daily making its Approaches, and 
when it ſeizeth, it will be in vain to wiſh 
ro be ſpared for greater uſe, or reſolve to 
do what you hicherto neglected : Death 
ſets a period to our Endeavours to benefit 
the Church or Nation, our Friends or Re- 
lations 3 they can expect no further advan- 
tage by us. Therefore in a ſence of your 
own frailty, and the certainty of dying 
within a ſhort while, reſolve with our 
bleſſed Saviour, Fob. 9. 4. 1 muſt work.the 
works of him that ſent me while it is day, the 
night cometh when no Man can work, It's a 
Mercy to have nothing undone which God 
eave us Life for, and co be finiſhing it 
when the Arreſt of Death is felt. 

2. It's an Encouragement co ſuch as 
fairhfully ſerve rheir Generation. The 
uſefulle* fall aſleep 5 not, indeed, if it 
were ſuch a ſleep as rendred che ſeparated 
Soul unactive, for continued Service here 
K 2 would 
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would be more pleaſing and profitable to | 


them than ſuch a ſleep as that 3 bur it's a 


reſt from Labour, tho' not from Work; 


from Pain, bur not from Pleaſure to the 
departed Soul, which will be with Chriſt; 
and tho' ſeparated for 2 while, is ſure to 
be re-united to the Body at the Reſur- 
retion. It's a Woe to tlie unprofited 
World, that eminently ' uſeful] Men are 
Dead, for you can hope for no further 
help, nor expect any benefit by them ; 
they lefr you barren arid miſerable after all 
their Labours, and muſt be terrible Wit- 
neſles againſt you. It'sa loſs ro the Church 
and Nation, that ſuch eminently uſeful 
Men muſt die ; the Defence, Glory, and 
Bleſſing of a People are removed 3 what 
an open breach is made ? The Earth's en- 
dangered by removal of fuch Pillars. 
Theſe are the Chariots of 1ſrael, and the 
Horſe-men thereof, 2 King. 13. 14. There 
be but few ſuch among the multitude of 
Chriſtians, and their loſs is not eaſily made 
'vp3z bur to the faithful eminently uſeful 
Saint, it's a privilege he ſhall die, being all 
ſuch are not to be tranſlared) he would ot 
live always, Job 7. 16. for by Death he 
goes into better company 3 he'll be freed 
from a weight that clogg'd him tho' he 
moved ſo faſt ; rhe Sin and Sorrow he felr 
he.is to feel no more he ſhall enjoy Chriſt 
za another manner, reliſh Pleaſures in 2 

5 higher 
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higher way, and poſſeſs what he hoped 
and waited for. Dearh muſt be his grear 
Advantage, to whom fairhful and publick 
Service is his very Bufineſs and Trade 
whiles he liveti : To- me ro live is Chriſt, 
avd to die is Gain, Phil. 1. 21, 22. 

Inſtead of the Application of this Do- 
Arine, I ihall rurn my Diſcourſe to the 
Occa(ion of our preſent Meeting,the Dearth 
of your Paſtor Dr. Samuel 4nneſfley, in 
whom we have the whole Text exempli- 
fied 3 he ſerved his Generation, and he 1s fallen 
aſleep. 

In the aſt part, a juſt cauſe of Mourning 
is preſented, with reſpect ro many more 
than our ſelves; in the former, a lively 
Example is propoſed for our imitation ; as 
to both, here's a convincing inttance. We 
ſee it's poſſible for Men in our Age to 
ſerve their Generation, and yet the great- 
eſt Uſefulneſs prevents not Death 3; for he, 
who was ſ9 eminently Uſc:ful, lies now 
Dead: He began early, he continued iong, 
and never ceas'd to ferve his Generation, 
until by Death he was allowed to re(t 
from his Labours. 

. He was born of very godly Parents, at 
Kellingworth near Warwich, Anno 1620. and 
their. only Child. The Name Samuel was 
-appointed for him by his eminently Ptous 
'Grand-mother, who died before his Birth, 
.and gave this reaſon for her defire that he 
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ſhould be ſo called, / can ſay 1 have asked 
him of God. His Infancy was as ſtrangely 
impreſſed with the thoughts. of being a 
Miniſter, (to which his Parents dedicated 
him from the Womb) which ſo tranſport- 
ed him from 5 or 6 years old, as to en- 
gage him to unuſual Induſtry in what im- 
prov'd him in order to it 3 then it was he 
rook up a cuſtora which. he always obfer- 
ved, viz, Reading 20 Chapters in the Bi- 
ble every Day. Our God, to whom the 
end is known from the beginning, was as 
provident in forming him for great Ser- 
vice, as he was forward 1n thoſe indica- 
tions that he ſhould be employed therein ; 
this appeared in the hale and bardy conſti- 
rution of his Body, which was fach, as to 
endure the coldeit Weather, without Hat, 
Gloves, or Fire. For many years, he fe]- 
dom drank any thing beftdes Water ; his 
Sight fo ſtrong, that to his Deaths he read 
the ſmalleſt Print without Spectacles, and 
in a Life lengthened to his 77th Year. He 
was rarely ſtick ; his Natural capacity was 
g00d, and his temper vigorous and warrn, 
which his Grace over-raled (moſtly) roun- 
dertake thoſe excefiive Labours, and ſuſtain 
the Difaculties, which, without a Body and 
Mind fo fathioned, bad been impoſlible, 
in ſo long a courſe of Service. - And this 
vigour he ſo retained to his very Death, as 
if God would give an inſtance, Fbac the 
T — EM fervour 
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fervour of ſome Mens Souls, in his Work, 
were either independent on the Body, or 
their Bodies (with Moſes). were ſti} re- 
paired even to Old Age, when he deſign- 
eth extraordinary Services by them. - 

But which was more, he was (not only 
thus feparated) but alſo fanified from the 
Womb; ofrt fince declaring, He never 
bnew the time he was not Converted, 

About 15 Years of Age he went to O:x- 
ford, where he gave ſuch Inſtances of his 
Piety and Diligence, as would engage a 
Recital, if I reſolved not to omit theſe, 
with all other things, (tho' very laudable) 
except his Uſefulneſs ; his ripe Fruits, 
which fed ſo many, my regard 15 to. 

A Heart ſo naturally bent for God's 
Glory, and the good of Souls, cou'd admir 
no longer delays from Work, than what 
2 due fitnefs for it, and a regular call unto 
it, made neceſſary ; yet fo long Conſci- 
ence obliged him to defiſt, he well know- 
ing that the ftrongeſt deſires of Miniſterial 
Work, in the unqualifhed and uncalled, 
will not juſtifie their uſurpation of rhe 
Office, nor prevent Diſorders and Damage 
fo the Church and themſelves, by their 
publick performances. 

He began to caſt his Net as Chaplain to 
the Earl of Warwick, (then; Admiral) and 
thence removed ro Cliff in Kent, where 
he met with''a Storm more tempeſtutus 
WT K 4 than 
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than at Sea; for the people of that Place 
being fond of their ejected Miniſter, as 
greatly pleaſing them by his Company art ' 
their Dancing, Drinking, and Merriments 
on the Lord's: Day, they were ſo prejudic'd 
againſt this his Succeſſor, as to rile againſt 
him with Spirs, Forks and Stones, threat- 
ning his Death at his firſt coming ; a hard 
Province for a Divine not much above 
22 Years of Age | But here God gave him 
room for his intenſe Zeal, fit Objects to di- 
ret and engage his Miniſtry to :Conver- 
fon Work. and an early Specimen of his 
own reſolvedneſis in God's Work, as well 
as Experience of. the good God defigned 
by him, and care he had of him. For ha- 
ving ſome proſpect of doing good among 
that People, (who, tho'jlgaorant and Pro- 
phane, yer not hardned by reliſting Golpel 
Light) he toid them, Ler them uſe him how 
they would, he was reſaived to continue with 
them, till God had fitted them by. bs Miniftry 
fo.cutertatn a better,. wko ſhould ſucceed him ; 
bat yet ſolemn'y. declared, that when they be- 
game ſo rrepared, :he would leave that place, 
Here his Labours were. unwearied, and 
ſuch efficacy accompanied the Word 
preached, and his winning behaviour, 
that-in a few years the people were greatly 
Refors eg, their Enmity changed into a 
paſſfiopate kindpels, which appear'd, as in 
Many other4nſiauces, to in4bpe loud cri 
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and many tears, when he let them know 
he judged himſelf obliged ro remave, ac- 
cording to his former Declaration. (not to 
decide whether (ach a promiſe was Ob- 
_Jigatory or no) his tender concern leſt any 
ſeeming lightnefs of his might prove a 
ſcandal to his young Converts, ſo govern- 
ed him, that left this place with 400 1. per 
Annum ; but Divine Providence had great 

purpoſes to ſerve hereby. Wy 
Cliff was not 2 Stage large enough for 
the Uſes God defigned by this active Soul, 
nor a Hill high enough for the notice of 
one ſo Exemplary. Having procured. a 
Succeſſor fit ro build on the Foundarion, 
ſo proſperouſly laid by him, he re{tgns him- 
ſelf ro Divine diſpoſal, ro be employed 
where-ever his Call ſhouid poinr with the 
cleareſt Evidence. A. very fignal Provi- 
' dence directed him to a ſectlement in Lor- 
| don, Anno 1652. by the unanimous Choice 
of the Inhabitants of Fohn the Apoſtle 
ſoon after he is made Lecturer at / aal's, 
Andin 58% Cripplegate was mece happy by 
his ſectlement there: In this Place he con- 
tinued a moſt labourious fairhful Preacher 
| (tho' removed from his Lecure ia the 
Year60, ) till that twice anhappy Barrhbo- 
mew- Day , 1662. the firſt by the Pariſian 
Maſlacre, this laſt by the filencing of abour 
2000. fairhful Miniſters in this Kingdom, 
where their Labours were far ors. ne- 
Celiary 
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ceſfary than the Ends pretended for their 
Ejection were valuable. His abode hath 
been ever ſince in this City, where he fi- 
niſhed his courſe, December 31. Anno 1696. 

Having briefly repreſented the Sphere 
wherein he moved with reſpet to his Of-- 
fice and Places of abode, &c. it remaineth 
that F give ſome hints of the nature and 
manner of his motion therein. Where 
ſhall I begin, when (0 many Things pre- 
ſent themſelves? It's hard reducing them 
into order, when ſuch a variety of great 
Things meet ; it's not eaſte to judge which 
moſt - contributed to his juR Character, 
viz. An eminently uſeful Man in his Ge- 
neration. In moſt Things he was a Par- 
tern- worthy to be 1mitated. In many 
Things it will be difficult for moſt I know 
to reſemble him. And in -what few 
Things he came thort of fome, yer his In- 
teprity Zeal, and publick Spirit, rendred 
him in extenſive Utſefnlnets more than 
equal. In Miniſterial Labours he was 
abundant; where was a more conſtant 
Preaciier ? Very oft, before his ſilencing, 
thrice a d:iy ; in the Jace Troubles almoR 
eve day z fince this Liberty ewice every 
Lord's-Day, « co long ) even to his lait 
Sicknels ; being diſſuaded from the Jaſr 
Sermon, becauſe of his Ilinefs after the 
Mornings, he was unperſuadable, ſaying, / 
muſt work whiles it's Day. Who ever 

ated knew 
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knew him, from his very Youth,.refuſe ro 
preach.in any Place when asked'? .Few, if 
any, ſo ready to. aſſiſt in Faſts-and Lectures. 
The fick were (are of affiſrance if they ſent 
to him ; doubting Souls never were de- 
nied. acceſs, or found diſcouragement; 
harſhneſs, or treachery, when they made 
their Caſes known. Did his many La- 
bours abate: their ſubſtance and tendency 
ro common: Goodi? No, he ſo redeemed 
Time, that his Sermons were not raw, but 
well ſtudied and fubſtantal;. his Utrer- 
ance not remiſs, but earneſr, as one con- 
cerned to- profit others ; being hunſelf af 
fected, and having ſomething that very 
peculiaviy expreſſed; his heartineſs in all he 
faid. By his. very often. reading over the 
Scriptures from his Childhood, he became 
2 great Texruary ; and by aptly produced 
Texts, he ofr ſurpriſed eminent Miniſters ; 
2s bis ſolution of Cafes of Conſcience 
( which bis Sermons much confiſted of ) 
did inferuct and fatisfie them. 

His Care and Toil extended to every 
Place where he might be profitable: Of 
whom. in an equal ſtation can it be fo tru- 
ly faid? On him was the care of all the 
Churches. When any Place wanted a 
Miniſter, he fet himſelf to ger them one. 
When any Miniſter was opprefled by Po- 
verty, he ſoon employed bimſelf for his 
Relief. O, how many Phces had fate in 
POIVETOR darkneſs, 
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darkaeſs, how many Miniſters had been 
ttarved, if Dr. Anneſley had died 34 Years 
ſince ! The Goſpel he even forced into 
ſeveral ignorant Places z and was the 
chiet ( oft the {ole) Inſtrument in the E-1u- 
cation, as well as Subſiſtence, of ſeveral 
Miniſters, 

The Morning Lefure ( fo profitable to 
many) he alone ſupported ; I with it die 
not with him : For what one Man hath 
Z2al and Intereſt eriough {i with leiſure ) 
to keep it up? It was by him the Meetings 
of Miniiters, before this Liberty, were 
kept up 3 and (tnce the Union, in his Place 
and to. his Expence, they have been con- 
tinued. What a multitude of all ſorts 
were ſupplied by his Care ! Bibles, Ca- 
techiſms,and all profitable Books, diſperſed 
far and near. The Sick, the Widows, the 
Orphans were innumerable, whom he re- 
lieved and ſettled. By the Poor he was 
crouded as a Common Father. - You may 
well ask how could all this be done by him. 
T Anſwer: Of all Gifts, Salary, and In- 
comes, he always laid akde che Tenths 
for Charity, even before any were ſpent 
by him, which's the greater inſtance of his 
bountiful Mind, con{tdering his numerous 
Family, many Lofles, and great Straights : 
Thus 'his Light directed ; and then he 
would 'be faithful ro it, what-ever Ex- 
pence or Hardſhip followed. And being 
: = ſatisfed 
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ſatisfied ir was juſt to do fo, his fervent 
Love to God and Man prevented all re- 
pinings, and made him 2a moſt chearful 
Giver. But this, fince he was filenced, 
bearing no proportion to the great Things 
he conſtantly undertookz to ſupply it 
he was the faithful Almoner of many ; 
and ſo importunate a Petitioner for C ha- 
ritable uſes, that few could eſcape or de- 
ny him; and moſt of his own People he 
had inſtilled his own Charitable Diſpoti- 
tion into (who are apt to be of the ſame 
Spirit with their admired Paſtors.) h 

Theſe afliduous Labours, and extenſive 
Beneficence, were accompanied with ſe- 
veral Excellencies which ſuſtained them, 
and tended to make him a ſucceſsful 
Bleſſing, or his Heart and Hands had failed. 

He was a Man of great »prightneſs, he 
ſquared not his Profeſſion by his Secular 
Intereſt, tho' he had a large Family ; yet 
he quitted a full Maintenance, rather than 
fin againſt God by Conformity. Before 
chen he was turned out of his Lecture, and 
kept out a while, becauſe he could nor 
comply with fome Extravagancies of the 
late Times 3 and fince hath he (uffered, be- 
cauſe he muſt witneſs for the Old Truth 
againſt Antinomianiſm, His Integrity made 
him a Stranger to all Tricks, and fome- 
times his Charity betrayed him to be im- 
pos'd on by ſuch as uſe them, _ 
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His Humility was ſignal, be ſeemed to 
have the meanefſt'Opinion of his own Gifts 
and Labours, highly eſfteeming others. and 
envying none ; no, not the acceptance of 
our promiſing young Miniſters. He might 
fay, with David, 1 prayer ; as if made up of 
that. Every Day he prayed twice in his 
Family, to the Jaſt moment that he was 
capable. His uſual way was ro pray 3 or 
4 times a day in his Study. Upon every 
extraordinary Occurrence 1n his Houſe he 
kept a Faſt. Under every Afﬀliction, be- 
fore he would ſpeak of it, or pitch on 
means to redreſs it, he ſpread it till be- 
fore God in Prayer ; which brought him, 
tho' a moſt affetionate Hasband, 'to bear 
the News :of his Wives death with thar 
compolure, as calmly to fay, The Lord 
gave, the Lord bath taken away, bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. And after the great- 
eſt Lofles, he was uſed ito ſpeak of chem 
with an unconcernednefs, as if anothers, 
not his own. In Prayer he was mighty,and 
the returns remarkable and frequent. He 
could truſt God with all, and was {ti}! re- 
ſigned to his Will. His folicirous con- 
cern was; that God might not be ditho- 
noured. When he lay Sick, 'this was oit 
"repeated. Oh ! that I may not diſhonour God 
4n my laſt moments, whom,-in my poor manner, 
T1 made it the buſineſs of my Life to honour. 
0h! that I may not diſhowour my God by my 
i-npatience. 
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impatience. Being Me Night under exceed- 
10g torture, he called bis Daughter, thea 
preſent, and charged her nor co entertain 
one hard thought of God, by any thing he 
felc, bur be aflured he is infinitely Merci- 
ful, and none are happy but choſe chat 
ſerve him ; he gives peace of Conſcience, 
thar's beyond all the World can give, none 
can die. cheerfully bur a Chriſtian 3 he 
ſhines on my Soul through Chriſt. God 
and Heaven were ſo habituated ro him, 
that in ſome diſorder in his Head, by his 
Diſtemper-fixing there, he ſtil] kept the 
ſame Savbtr, breathed the ſame Spirit, 
and ſpake of Divine Matters moſt con- 
fiſttently. His Head was not free of thoſe 
Projects for God, which w Healch it was 
ever full of. P11 end this with Mr.Baxter's 
(who knew not how to flatter or fear any 
Man) Account of him ; Ur. Annefley is 4 
moſt Sincere, Gedly, Humble Man, totally de- 
voted to God, (Mr. B's. Life.) | 

Having hinted ſomethings -that reſpe& 
the Excellency of this Per(on, ſome may 
whiſper, bur what Tokens of God's Fa- 
vour bad this uſefal Man more than others, © 
he had many Troubles and Exerciſes ? 
God reſtiged his Favour co him in In- 
ſtances which he moſt eſteemed, and pur- 
ſued above all things ; yea, diſpifed and 
renounced all:compared therewith-z which 
is enough co teftifie him a happy _ 
WAat> 
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whar-ever he endured or wanted ; God 
kept him faithful in his Work to the 
jaſt 3. for which he thus thankedGod on his 
Death-Bed 3 Bleflzd be God. I can fay, I 
have been faithful in che Work of the 
Muiſtry above 55 Years: He had ereat 
{uccefs in his Work 5 many calied him Fa- 
ther, as the Inſtrument of their Conver- 
ſion ; the worthy Mr. Brand was one 3 ma- 
ny called him Comforter. 

In all -his ſufferings he found ſupports 
which kept him as chearfal as his Office 
and Age allowed under all; yea, 19 weeks 
pain withour a diſcontented Word 'or 
Thought. Signal returns of Prayer he 
frequently had 5 and very cloſe Commus- 
nion-with God in Chriſt. His Charity 
and: Care wanted not comfortable Effects: 
How many whom he contributed to the 


Education of are: uſeful] Miniſters? In - 


how.:'many Plzces doth Religion flourith 
by his means? God gave him a-great In- 
tere{t in the Hearts of moſt Minitters and 
ſerious People-. How oft. and long did 
they pray for his Life, -as a publick Bleſ- 
fing > And. how-generally is bis Death la- 


mented 2 He thankfully. owned God in + + 


all: :He fignully- witneſſed for him in his 


Jadgments- on ſeveral of his Perſecucors. 
One died (jigning a. Warrant to appretiend 


him... Many might be 1aſtanced, -bur ic's:- 


4px--2.4 


fic -we cover. {uch.ia. acknowledgment of - 


preſent Quiet Hg 
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He had uninterrupted peace and aſfy- 
rance of God's Covenant- Love for above 
uon laſt paſt. It's true, he walked in 
kne(ls for ſeveral years before that, 
which is common to thoſe who are con- 
! verted in Childhood, their change not be- 
ing remarkable, and fo apter to be queſtion- 
z and they oft make up, ina long time, 
by frequent returns, the fad hours chat 
others have preſſing in at once. But God 
had a further deſign, viz. The fitting and 
1 enclining him to relieve wounded Con- 
ſciences by his Miniſtry and Diſcourſe, 
| wherein he was ſo Eminent, that moſt trou- = 
| bled Soanls reſorted to him : He uſed to 
1 fay, that this made him unable to preach 
| a Sermon without ſome Word to them. 
| This Aſſurance had not one Cloud inall | 
his Diſeaſe : He ofc ſaid, I've no doubt, 
| nor ſhadow of doubt, all's clear between 
God and my Soul ; he Chains up Satan, 
| he cannot trouble me. 


To conclude all, He had an abundant en- 
| trance into God s Kingdom. He was recon- 
ciled to Death ; | yea, ſo deſirous of it, as. 


| hardly induced him to have his Life prayed 


for. Buthearing ſome Miniſters had been 
fervently praying for his Life, he replied, 
I'm thee more reconciled to Life' than 
ever, for I'm confident God will not give 
a Life ſo eminently, in mri Prayer, 
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25 mine muſt be; if he would not uſe-itto 
greater purpoſes than ever before. 

Yet ſome little time before his change, 
his defires of Death appear'd firong, and 
bis Soul filed with the foretaſts of Glory ; 
oft laying, Come my Fin Jeſus, t "he 
nearer the more precious, the more wel- 
come. Avtother time his joy was fo great, 
that in an extaſie he cried out, I cannac 
contain it, what manner of Love is this 
tþ a poor Worm ? I can't. expreſs. the 
thouſandth oe of what praiſe is due to 
ſhoe 3 we know not wha: we do when 

e offer at praiſing God for his Mexcies ; 
be $ s but little I can give, but Lord help me 
to givethee my All. I'll die praiſing thee, 
and rejoice that there's others can praiſe. 
thee better." 1 ſhall be ſatisfked with thy 
likeneſs ; ſatisfied, lacighed ! Oh my dear 
eſt Jelus I come. | 

Now &do not you think Chriſt is worth = 
the faithfulieſt Service which enes in this 
manner ? To you of this Congregation, 
(for whole Salvation he was ſo coxcern- 
ed) ſhall I ſiy, bewail che loſs of him, when 
700 are ſo ſenſible? Yet that's but Juſt, 

leſs God- Tor your enjoying. his faubfal 
Labours fo long; ſee chat pore of you 
periſh, after (uch pains to. ſave. you 3... be 
Efablihed 3 in che Truchs you have heard, 
which - you: tee Lovemes his Life. to ſuch : 
proar parpoſes, and helped him to die with - 


ſure 
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Me Lag hy eg 
[emory by Kit fo 2m11y, an 

"not breaking off from his Church, 

it. be may not be. reflected on .by your 
piidines, as if he Tangbe you-No better, or 

blithed you ne more, chan to be delu- 
ded' ro ſerve a Carnal Torn, in precence 
of - greater Purity. - You, his. ren, 
live your Fathers Advice and Exawple, 
or what a Witneſs will he be againſt you? 
Let us all go hence with ph due fence of i Ts 
The World hath loſt BURG, .(hs | 
Church hath loſt a Pillar 3 the. Nation 
hath Joſt a Wreſtler with God ; the: Poor 
have loſt a BenefaRor. You, his People, 
have loſt a Faithful Paſtor ; his Children, 
a Tender Father's we, in the Miniſtry, an 
TR Fellow Labourer. 
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There is now in the Preſs, 
| COMPLEAT HISTORY of the 
met Remarkable Providences both of Judg- 
ment and Mercy, which have happened in this pre- 
fent Age 3 Extrated from the beft Writers, the 
Authors own Obſervations, and the numerous Relations 
ſent bim from divers Parts of the Three Kingdoms. To 
which is added, whatever is Curious in the Works of 
Nature and Art, The whole digeſted into one Volume 
under proper Heads, being 4 Work ſet on foot 30 
Years ago, by the Reverend Mr. Pool, Author of the 
Synopſis Criticorum, and ſince undertaken and finiſhed 
by William Turner, M. A. Vicarof Walberton 10 Suſſex. 
Recommended as Uſeful to Miniſters in furniſhing 
Topichs of Reproof and Exhortation, and to private 
Chriſtians, for their Cloſets and Famihes. 
Propoſals and Specimens giving a fuller Account of 
it, are tobe had of F. Duntonat the Raven in Fewen- 
Free, pb of Edward Richardſon near the Poultry 
wrch. 
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There is newly Publiſhed, 
af, The Charader of Dr. Sam. Annefley, by way of 
Elegy, with a Preface written by one of his fearers. 
Price 6 d. Sold by E. Whitlock near Statteners- Hall. 

Fi * The whole Parable of Dives and Lazarus, Ex- 
plain'd and Apply'd, in ſeveral Sermons preached in 
Cripplegate and Lothbury Churches, by Foſeph Stevens, - 
Leurer at both. Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the 
Hearers, and recommended as proper to be given at 
Funerals. Price bound 2 5. Printed for 7. Dunton. 

*.* The Secret Hiſtory of White-Hall, from the Re- 
floration of Charles II. down to the Abdication of the 
late King James. Writ at the Requeſt of a Noble 
Lord, and conveyed to him in Letters, by 
late Secretary-Interpreter to the —_ of Lowvors, 
who by that means had the peruſal of all the private 
Minutes between England and France for many years. 
The whole conſiſting of Secret Memoirs, &c. Pubs 
liſhed from the Original Papers, by D. Fones, Gent. 
Sold by R. Baldwin 1n Warwick: Lane. 

*.* The Dying Paſtor's laſt Farewell, By Mr. Allyn. 
Printed for 7. Dunton, Price 1 5. | 
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